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             24th January, 2017
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Mathura Prasad r/o. House No. 46/175 K 14, Ramnagar Jagdishpura, Near Central Jail, Police Station Jagdishpura, Agra, UP, forwarded by the Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi – 110060.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 13th December, 2016 is reproduced herein-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Mathura Prasad r/o. House No. 46/175 K 14, Ramnagar Jagdishpura, Near Central Jail, Police Station Jagdishpura, Agra, UP (referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by the Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi – 110060 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital).

The Disciplinary perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Vinod K. Malik, Co-Chaimrna & Sr. Consultant, Department of General & Laparoscopic Surgery, Dr. Suchita Katoch, Medical Superintendent (offg.), Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, copy of medical records of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person :-

1) Dr. Vinod K. Malik
Co-Chairman & Unit Head, Department of General & Laparoscopic Surgery, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital

2) Dr. Ashish Dey
Associate Consultant Surgery, Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital

3) Shri H.S. Bhalla
Senior Administrative Officer, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital

4) Dr. Sunita Sunda
Medical Superintendent (Offg.), Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital

The complainant Shri Mathura Prasad failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee, inspite of notice. 

The Disciplinary Committee noted that the two notices sent to the complainant returned undelivered with noting from postal department ‘no such person was found’ and ‘left without address’.  
Interest of justice, the Disciplinary Committee decided to proceed with the matter in order to determine it on merits.
It is alleged by the complaint Shri Mathura Prasad that due to medical negligence committed in the surgery for hernia, which he underwent at the said Hospital, he has got no relief and infact his condition has worsened.  He had been made to spent lot of money on his treatment. He requests strict legal action be taken against doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.  
Dr. Vinod K. Malik, Co-Chairman & Unit Head, Department of General & Laparoscopic Surgery, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in his written statement averred that the complainant Shri Mathura Prasad had come to the General OPD with an epigastric hernia with symptoms of recurrent pain at the hernia site. The complainant was a chronic smoker with cardiac ailments, but was insistent on getting surgery done because the complainant was symptomatic due to the complainant’s hernia. The complainant had pain in his hernia site on coughing. Laparoscopic surgery was not possible because of the complainant’s chest and cardiac comorbidities. Mesh repair of the hernia was done alter optimizing the complainant’s chest and cardiac conditions due to which the complainant’s surgery was delayed. The surgery went off uneventful. There were no surgical complaints related to the complainant’s hernia surgery. The complainant was found smoking in the ward inspite of counseling against it.  The complainant was discharged in a stable condition on postoperative day 5. As it was a general ward patient, the bill was paid by the hospital. He followed up in the General OPD and was advised to follow up in cardiac and chest medicine OPD for the complainant’s condition. Recovery was uneventful and the complainant was comfortable at the time of discharge and on follow up in the OPD.  
On enquiry from the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. Vinod K. Malik stated that the surgery was performed by Dr. Ashish Dey and Dr. Tarun Mittal.  Dr. Ashish Dey admitted that due to inadvertence, the consent was taken up for lap. I POM repair, instead of open mesh repair which was done in this case.  
Dr. Suchita Katoch, Medical Superintendent (offg.), Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in her written statement averred that the allegations of medical negligence are strongly denied and it is submitted that all norms and standards of medical practice were adhered to in the present case.  A team of highly qualified experienced and competent skilled doctors at the said Hospital managed the complainant.   
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the complainant with diagnosis of symptomatic epigastric hernia with history of being a chronic smoker, having respiratory problems was rightly taken up for open surgery as per accepted professional practices in such case.  It is, however, noted that the consent was taken up for Laparoscopic repair of hernia which the doctors admitted inadvertent lapses on their part.  The doctors of the said Hospital are advised to be careful in future, when taking consent for surgical procedure by correctly specifically the procedure which is to be undertaken.  
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.

Complaint stands disposed.  
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     (Dr. P.N. Agarwal)      

Delhi Medical Association,

     Expert Member,

Member, 

     Disciplinary Committee 
      

Disciplinary Committee 



The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 13th December, 2016 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 19th January, 2017.






      
      
      By the Order & in the name of 

      Delhi Medical Council 








                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                   Secretary
Copy to : 

1) Shri Mathura Prasad, r/o, House No.46/175 K 14, Ramnagar, Jagdishpura, Near Central Jail, Police Station Jagdishpura, Agra UP.

2) Dr. Vinod K. Malik, Through Medical Superintendent, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060.

3) Medical Superintendent, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060.

4) M.S. Nursing Home Cell, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032-w.r.t. letter F.No.23/(198)/CZ/NH/DHS/ 13/43526 dated 30.07.13- for information. 





 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)   
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