DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1499/2/2017/
                            

       17th March, 2017

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Satbir, r/o, House No.D-37A, Gopal Nagar, Najafgarh, New Delhi-110043, forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Renu Mahindru, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s wife Smt. Asha Lata at Mahindru Hospital, E-1, Kiran Garden, Opp. Metro Pillar No. 712, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059, resulting in her death on 8.10.2014 at Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, C-1, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058, where she was subsequently treated.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 6th March, 2017 is reproduced herein-below:-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Satbir, r/o, House No.D-37A, Gopal Nagar, Najafgarh, New Delhi-110043 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Renu Mahindru, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s wife Smt. Asha Lata(referred hereinafter as the patient) at Mahindru Hospital, E-1, Kiran Garden, Opp. Metro Pillar No. 712, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059(referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), resulting in her death on 8.10.2014 at Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, C-1, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058, where she was subsequently treated.
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Renu Mahindru and Dr. Sanjay Mahindru, Director Mahindru Hospital copy of medical records of Mahindru Hospital, Mata Chanan Devi Hospital and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person :-
1) Shri Satbir



Complainant
2) Shri Dhiraj



Brother of the complainant 

3) Dr. Renu Mahindru


Gynaecologist, Mahindru Hospital

4) Dr. Sanjay Mahindru 


Director, Mahindru Hospital

The complainant Shri Satbir alleged that his pregnant wife Smt. Asha Lata who was in consultation with the doctors of Rai Tula Ram Hospital in her ante-natal period was referred by the doctors of Rao Tula Ram Hospital to Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Hospital on 5th October, 2014.  Instead of consulting Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Hospital, he decided to consult Dr. Renu Mahindru of Mahindru Hospital, who advised admission.  His wife delivered at 12.45 a.m. on 6th October, 2014.  However; after sometime his wife condition started to deteriorate because of bleeding.  The doctors instead of treating her, referred her to Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, where due to negligence of Dr. Renu Mahindru, his wife expired on 8th October, 2014.  He requests that strict action be taken against Dr. Renu Mahindru.
Dr. Renu Mahindru in her written statement averred that the patient Smt. Asha Lata was admitted in Mahindru Hospital on 5th October, 2014 as an un-booked patient with labour pains.  The investigations were advised as routine in every patient.  But since the patient was under treatment from the government hospital (Rao Tula Ram Hospital, Jaffarpur, Najafgarh) and referred, attendant told them that they will be providing the reports soon.  The patient was admitted for normal delivery, as she was already having labour pains at 5.15 p.m. on 5th October, 2014.  The patient delivered normally 12.25 a.m. on 6th October, 2014.  A male baby was delivered.  The mother and child were normal after that.  Baby and mother were both comfortable (corroborated as per complainant’s own statement).  The patient became irritable at 4.00 a.m. and when the reports were again asked for the relative showed the reports which were hb-6.7%, platelets were 35000.  In view of decreased platelet count and low heamoglobin, the patient was advised to shift to higher centre having facilities for blood transfusion and other facilities such as ICU.  The patient was referred to Mata Chanan Devi Hospital at 4.30 a.m. on 6th October, 2014 for better care.   An un-booked patient who delivered normally at their hospital at 12.45 a.m. at 6th October, 2014 was getting irritable, hypotensive and as soon as reports showing anaemia and thrombocytopenia were brought and showed, a decision to shift the patient to a higher (Mata Chanan Devi Hospital) for further management was taken and conveyed to the patient’s attendant.  A discharge/referral slip was given to the patient.  They followed the standard recommended procedure for normal delivery and reject the allegation of the complainant that there was any kind of negligence of their part.  
On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. Renu Mahindru stated that the Rao Tula Ram Memorial Hospital emergency registration card wherein it was mentioned that sample CBC, LFT, RFT, albumin sent was shown to her pre-delivery, so she asked them to collect the reports and show it to her.  She, therefore, did not ask for investigation.  The second page of the said emergency card was shown to her after delivery.  
Dr. Sanjay Mahindru, Director, Mahindru Hospital reiterated the stand taken by Dr. Renu Mahindru.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations :-

1)    The patient had reported to the said Hospital in early labour.  On examination, the treating doctor has written that the patient is having anaemia and oedema feet is present.  Since, the patient was in labour and was high risk case; the patient should have been referred to the higher centre for further management.  Also the records did not mention anywhere that the patient has been informed about her condition.  There is also no written informed consent of high risk delivery, in the record. 
2)    We find it very objectionable that the patient whose reports at time of admission were not available, was without investigation and without knowledge of reports, as claimed by the doctor was taken up for delivery.  Infact, since the patient was not in advance labour and was not an emergency at the time of admission and infact till 11.00 p.m. (5.10.2014) when it is mentioned GC-anaemia++, blood-presure-120/70 should have been referred to a higher centre, which was inordinately delayed in this case.  
3)     On examination of Rao Tula Ram Memorial registration card(No.RTRH 2014-00074389 dated 5-10-2014), it is apparent that it is only one paper, where CBC, LFT, RFT, albumin sent was written on the front page and at the back page, it is mentioned H.b. 6.9 gm/dl, platelet 35,000, the patient referred to the Deen Dayal Upadhayaya Hospital in view of severe anaemia with thrombocytopenia.  It is, thus, apparent that Dr. Renu Mahindru was not deligent, as she failed to take note of the fact that the patient was severely anaemic (Hb. 6.9gm/dl) and her platelet count were 35,000 and she was aware of her anaemic status.  It is further noted that in history sheet(admission) of the said hospital has patient was diagnosed G1POA O with 39 weeks with labour pains, leaking PV with  anaemia and advised to arrange two units of blood which points to the fact that the doctor suspected anaemia but did not appreciate the precarious condition of the patient.  
In light of the observations made here-in above, the Disciplinary Committee, therefore, recommends that name of Dr. Renu Mahindru(Delhi Medical Council Registration No.10647) be removed from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council for the period of sixty days with a direction  that   Dr. Renu Mahindru should   undergo  twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject of high risk obstetrics and submit a compliance report to  this  effect  to  the  Delhi  Medical Council.

Complaint stands disposed.  
Sd/:



   

  Sd/:




(Dr. Subodh Kumar)


(Dr. Rakesh Kumar Gupta)
Chairman,




Delhi Medical Association, 

Disciplinary Committee 


Member,







Disciplinary Committee 

          Sd/:




       

(Dr. Vijay Zutshi)




Expert Member,




Disciplinary Committee



The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 6th March, 2017 was taken up for confirmation before the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 9th March, 2017 wherein “whilst confirming the decision of the Disciplinary Committee, the Council observed that in the facts and circumstances of this case, the punishment of removal of name of Dr. Renu Mahindru from the State Medical Register for the period of sixty days was a bit harsh punishment and the same was not warranted.  It was further observed that interests of justice will be served if the name of Dr. Renu Mahindru is removed from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council for the period of fifteen days.  The Council, therefore, directed that name of Dr. Renu Mahindru(Delhi Medical Council Registration No.10647) be removed from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council for a period of fifteen days with a direction that Dr. Renu Mahindru should undergo twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject of ‘High Risk Obstetrics’ within a period of six months and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.  

The Council further observed that the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 30 days from the date of the Order.  

This observation is to be incorporated in the final Order to be issued.  The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed”.  







      By the Order & in the name of 








      Delhi Medical Council 








                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                              Secretary
Copy to :- 
1) Shri Satbir, r/o, House No.D-37A, Gopal Nagar, Najafgarh, New Delhi-110043.
2) Dr. Renu Mahindru, Through Mahindru Hospital, E-1, Kiran Garden, Opp. Metro Pillar No. 712, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059.

3) Mahindru Hospital, E-1, Kiran Garden, Opp. Metro Pillar No. 712, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059.
4) Section Officer, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No. MCI-211(2)(173)(Complainant)/2014-Ethics./152093 dated 27.1.15-for information. 
5) Registrar, Punjab Medical Council, Shiksha Bhawan, Block-E, 7th Floor, Phase-8, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali, Punjab (Dr. Renu Mahindru is also registered with the Punjab Medical Council vide registration No. No.27110/20/04/92)-for information & necessary action. 
6) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-for information & necessary action. 










 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                                   Secretary
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