DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1536/2/2015                                                            8th July, 2015
                          

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a representation from Addl. DCP (South East Distt), forwarding a complaint of Smt. Kailash Devi r/o. 599, Parjapat Mohalla, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi, against VIMHANS Hospital, 1 Institutinal Area, Nehru Nagar, New Delhi.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 19th June, 2015 is reproduced herein-below :

“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from Addl. DCP (South East Distt), forwarding a complaint of Smt. Kailash Devi (referred hereinafter as the complainant) r/o. 599, Parjapat Mohalla, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi, against VIMHANS Hospital, 1 Institutinal Area, Nehru Nagar, New Delhi (referred hereinafter as the said Hosptial). 

The Executive Committee perused the representation from police, written statement of Dr.R.P.Arora, Chief Administrator of VIMHANS, written statement of Shri. Raman Kumar, Administrative officer of VIMHANS, copy of medical records of VIMHANS and other documents on record.
It is alleged in the police representation that complainant has mentioned that her elder sister Smt. Sulochana was admitted in VIMHANS Hospital for treatment of brain haemorrage where she died on 5th January, 2013 at 11:30PM. Hospital authorities were not handing over the dead body due to non payment of Hospital Bills. In this regard, it is submitted that dead body was handed over to the complainant on 6th January, 2013. However keeping the dead body in lieu of non payment of Bills is authorized or  unauthorized  ; 
Contd/:
(2)

Delhi Medical Council may examine this issue.
Dr. R.P.Arora, Maj-Gen (Retd) Chief Administrator of Vimhans Hospital in his written statement averred that patient was admitted at VIMHANS Hospital on 04th January, 2013 at 6:20pm.  Patient at the time of admission neither claimed nor belonged to EWS category as attendants declared an income of Rs. 1.5 lac per annum. Patient expired on 06th January, 2013 at 0100 hrs. Relatives were advised to either clear the dues before taking over dead body or make endorsement on the bill that they are taking over the dead body without clearing the dues. Body was taken over by them on the same day 06th January, 2013 at 1345 hrs at their convenient time after making endorsement for not clearing the dues. It is obvious that body was handed over the same day after the endorsement of not clearing the dues vide complainant letter dated 06th January, 2013. It is clearly that the relations have malafide intention to malign the institution/ to avoid clearing the dues/ get financial aid, as they had taken over the body on 06th January, 2013 after endorsing that they are taking over body without clearing the outstanding dues & asking for aid from GNCT to get the body released on 7th January, 2013.
The Executive Committee observed that a dead body cannot be detained for purposes of settlement of hospitals dues. The authorities of VIMHANS Hospital are advised to be careful in future, copy of this order be sent to Directorate of Health Services for information.
Matter stands disposed .” 
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 19th June, 2015 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 3rd July, 2015.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                       Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                      Secretary

 Copy to :-

1) Medical Superintendent, VIMHANS, Dr. Vidyasagar Institution of Mental Health & Neuro Sciences, 1 Institutional Area, Nehru Nagar, New Delhi-110065.

2) Addl. Dy. Commissioner of Police, South East Distt., New Delhi(w.r.t No.829AC-II/HAC/SED dated 06.03.2013)-for Information.


           





              (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                       




                            Secretary
