DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2463/2/2019/


                                       27th May, 2019
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a representation from SHO, Police Station, Nihal Vihar, Delhi, forwarded by the Medical Council of India seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Neeraj, allegedly due to medical negligence in the treatment administered to deceased at Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, Mangol Puri, Delhi-110083.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 8th April, 2019 is reproduced herein-below :-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from SHO, Police Station, Nihal Vihar, Delhi, forwarded by the Medical Council of India seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Neeraj (referred hereinafter as the patient), allegedly due to medical negligence in the treatment administered to deceased at Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, Mangol Puri, Delhi-110083 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital).
The Disciplinary Committee perused the representation from Police, joint written statement of Dr. Himashu, SR Ortho., Dr. M. Das, CMO, NFSG and Dr. P.S. Nayyer, Medical Superintendent, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, copy of medical records of Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, Post Mortem Report No. 562/2013 dated 20.11.2013, subsequent opinion in respect of Post Mortem Report No. 562/2013 dated 20.11.2013 and other documents on record. 

The following were heard in person :-

1) Dr. M.  Das 

CMO, NFSG, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital

2) Dr. Himanshu 

SR Ortho., Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital

3) Dr. Sanjay Rai

CCMO, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital

4) Dr. P.S. Nayyer
Medical Superintendent, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial 







Hospital
The Disciplinary Committee noted that the complainant Shri Data Ram, failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee, insptie of notice. 

In the interest of justice, the Disciplinary Committee decided to proceed with the matter in order to determine it on merits.

It is noted that the police in its representation has averred that on 15th November, 2013, a telephonic call was received from Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital vide DD No.44A regarding one person (the deceased) namely Neeraj s/o Data Ram, C-37, Kunwar Singh Nagar, age 28 years admitted in hospital and during the treatment, the deceased died vide MLC No.21271/12.  During enquiry, it has been found that above said deceased was suffering from throat infection and he was admitted in the said Hospital by his mother.  As per the allegation, the doctor had given two injections to the deceased and within five minutes, he expired.  The relative of the deceased alleged that the death of above said deceased was due to doctor’s treatment.  In this matter, one External Medical Board was constituted in Lady Harding Medical College.  The body was preserved in Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital.  The post-mortem of the deceased was conducted vide PM No.562/13 dated 20/11/13 in Lady Hardinge Medical College and viscera was preserved.  After receiving the viscera report from FSL Kolkata, the same was submitted before the Forensic Department, Lady Hardinge Hospital for final opinion.  As per record of the doctor opinion “the approximate cause of death is pulmonary oedema which in absence of other significant finding is suggestive of natural death; however, the exact cause of death is undermined”.  In this regard, a matter is pending before the Hon’ble Court of Shirsh Agarwall, MM, Rohini Court.  It is, therefore, requested that it may kindly be opined in reference to the post-mortem report and FSL report, was there any doctor’s negligence in the death of the above said deceased.  If doctor’s negligence is established, then, kindly give the permission for registration of case against alleged doctors.  
Dr. Himanshu, SR Ortho., Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital stated that the patient Neeraj 28 years male has reported to the casualty of Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital at 8.00 p.m. on 15.11.2013 as per CCTV footage records.  The patient was seen by him and recorded as alcohol withdrawal, the patient’s pulse at examination was 74/min and RBS was 150 mg% and he advised I.V. Fluid 1DNS.  The patient had come to the casualty with weakness, restlessness and decrease sleep.  The patient also gave history of chronic alcoholic and had stopped consuming for last 5-6 days. He has ordered I.V. fluid and I.V. canula was inserted.  Before connecting IV fluid, the patient’s mother shouted to see the patient, immediately which was promptly attended by doctors. The patient was cyanosed and pulse not palpable and immediately CPR was started.  

Dr. M. Das, CMO, NFSG, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital stated that during resuscitation, injection Atropine, Adrenaline and Effcorline had been given. CPR continued, but the patient could not be revived and declared dead.  As the patient died within few minutes of arrival, MLC was made by him.  The complaint of negligence was given by the attendant to police after death of patient and the post-mortem was conducted at Lady Harding Medical College by the Medical Board. To summaries above, patient was brought to the casualty with history of uneasiness, restlessness and decrease sleep.  The patient was ordered for IV fluid but before any fluid started, the patient collapsed within fifteen minutes.  Resuscitation was done and certain injections were given to revive the patient and also intubation was done to give artificial respiration; the patient could not be revived.  The patient or the relative did not give any proper history.  The patient was taken to bed, as the patient looked sick and IV canula was inserted but the patient collapsed even before doing any examination. All efforts were made to save the patient with resuscitation, but failed. In view of the above explanation, no negligence was done while managing the patient. 

On being asked by the Disciplinary Committee, as to why the statement of defence and the medical records pertaining to this matter were not submitted, to the Delhi Medical Council, inspite of repeated notice, Dr. P.S. Nayyer Medical Superintendent, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital expressed his regret for not submitting the aforementioned documents earlier.  He assured that he will take remedial measure, so that such non-compliance does not happen in future. 
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the patient Neeraj 28 years male came to the casualty of Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital at around 8.00 p.m. on 15.11.2013, and was seen by doctor on duty.  As per the statement of the doctor, the patient came walking and gave history of alcohol withdrawal and feeling uneasy.  The patient was conscious and had normal pulse rate.  However, the patient was planned for intravenous fluid and before the same could be initiated, the patient collapsed and inspite of resuscitative measure, died at 8.50 p.m. (15-11-13).  It is observed that the medical records of the said Hospital are bereft of most of the clinical condition of the patient, as has been stated by Dr. Himanshu and Dr. M. Das in their written statement.  There is lack of documentation.  The post-mortem report is also inconclusive.  The exact cause of death cannot be ascertained.  It is advised that the documentation should be as per the standard practices.  The administration of the Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital is directed to take steps to ensure proper documentation, as a part of good medical practice. 
In light of the observation made herein-above, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of the doctors of Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, in the treatment administered to the patient late Neeraj.  
Matter stands disposed. 
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The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 8th April, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 9th May, 2019. 
      By the Order & in the name      








                  of Delhi Medical Council 








                               (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                            Secretary

 Copy to:- 

1) Shri Data Ram, C-37, Kunwar Singh Nagar, New Delhi, Through S.H.O. Police Station Nihal Vihar, Delhi-110041-(Ref :  CC No.494/1/14, PS Nihal Vihar, U/S 200 Cr.P.C., Maya Devi Vs. Dr.  Marivendra Dass)-with a request to serve this Order upon Shri Dat Ram.
2) Medical Superintendent, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, Mangol Puri, Delhi-110083.
3) S.H.O. Police Station Nihal Vihar, Delhi-110041-(Ref :  CC No.494/1/14, PS Nihal Vihar, U/S 200 Cr.P.C., Maya Devi Vs. Dr.  Marivendra Dass)-for information. 

4) Section Officer, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No.MCI-211(2)(Gen.)/2018-Ethics./109438 dated 17.05.18-for information. 
                                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                                                Secretary
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