DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1150/2/2017/


    

  31st October, 2017 

O R D E R 
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Mrs. Sarita w/o. late Shri Rajesh Gupta r/o. Upper Ground Floor, RZ F-770/33, Gali No. 12, Raj Nagar, Part – II, New Delhi, forwarded by Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Prakash Chandra of Ayushman Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s husband late Rajesh Gupta at Ayushman Hospital, Plot No. 2, Sector-12, Dwarka, Delhi, resulting in his death on 14.4.2013.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 3rd October, 2017 is reproduced herein-below -:

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Mrs. Sarita w/o. late Shri Rajesh Gupta r/o. Upper Ground Floor, RZ F-770/33, Gali No. 12, Raj Nagar, Part – II, New Delhi(referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Prakash Chandra of Ayushman Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s husband late Rajesh Gupta at Ayushman Hospital, Plot No. 2, Sector-12, Dwarka, Delhi (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), resulting in his death on 14.4.2013.
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Prakash Chandra, Dr. Raj Kumar Medical Director Ayushman Hopital, copy of medical records of Ayushman Hospital and copy of Post Mortem report No. 460/13 dated 14.04.2013, as provided by the SDM and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person:- 

1) Mrs. Sarita Gupta


Complainant

2) Shri Surendra Kumar Singh 
Uncle of the complainant 
3)  Shri Rajbahadur Singh

Friend of the complainant 

3) Dr. Prakash Chandra


C.M.O., Ayushman Hospital

4) Dr. R.S. Gupta



R.M.O. I.C.U., Ayushman Hospital

5) Dr. Arvind Jha 



Medical Director, Ayushman 

Hospital

6) Dr. Raj Kumar



Director, Ayushman Hospital 
The complainant alleged that on 14.04.2013 she took her husband Shri Rajesh Gupta 42yr. old male, who was all of sudden complaining at around 4am of acute pain in his shoulder, anxiety and had vomited also, to the casualty of Ayushman Hospital. The doctor in casualty examined her husband, measured his blood pressure, pulse, ECG and blood sugar readings and administered four injections. He prescribe medicine for three days and advise to review in OPD. When her husband returned home, his condition started deteriorating and he started complaining of acute pain. Her husband was again taken back to Ayushman Hospital around 6am. Her husband was admitted in ICU but on examination was declared dead. The body was thereafter subjected to post mortem at DDU Hospital. She alleged that doctors of Ayushman committed medical negligence as even though her husband Blood Pressure was 110/70, sugar level was 305, ECG showed significant changes with pain in shoulder, which were signs of heart trouble the doctors after administering injections and prescribing medicines, without keeping the patient in observation, sent him home. She requests that strict action be taken against doctor of Ayushman Hospital. 
Dr. Prakash Chandra in his written statement averred that on 14.04.2013 the patient Shri Rajesh Gupta age 42 years, came to Emergence OPD with chief complaints of vomiting, pain abdomen and pain both shoulders since 1 hour. Patient had a past history of Diabetes Mellitus, on medication oral hypoglycemic agents and missed medication for 3 days. On examination patient was Afebrile, Pulse: 76/ min, BP: 110/70 mmHg, Respiratory System: B/L Vesicular Breath, CVS: S1 S2 Normal no added sound, CNS: HMF Normal, no Cranial Nerve deficit, no Focal deficit Abdomen: Soft, BS +, No organomegaly, investigation: - ECG: NSR HR 76/min, No Significant STT changes, RBS: 305 mg/dl.  Since the Pulse, BP and ECG was normal, he treated the patient as a case of gastritis and gave him injections: - Inj. Pan 40iv Stat, Inj. Emcetlv Stat, Inj. Drotinlv Stat, Inj. Dynaparim Stat. The vomiting and pain subsided within 20 minutes. He kept the patient under observation for about 20-25 minutes during which the patient started feeling better and there was no episode of vomiting, pain, abdomen and pain bilateral shoulder subsided. He asked the patient to get admitted for further management for his high blood sugar, but the patient replied that his blood sugar remains like this usually and is not a cause of concern to him. Patient was being accompanied by his wife and one other 15-16 year old male, they both also said that his sugar remained normally at around 300.  He then prescribed the patient medication for 3 days. He remained in emergency for about 40-45 minutes during which he did not complaint for any other problems. Patient was up & above and he walked in the corridor for 5-7 minutes and then said he is feeling better and wanted to go home but he and the nursing staff advised him for admission & observation for the set symptom.   Patient was insisted for admission, but the patient persistently refused and walked away from the hospital with prescription. He didn’t even let him write details of this event in the prescription. At around 6.00-6.15am, they brought him (the patient) to the Emergency, unconscious, pulse less and BP less; he was immediately rushed to the ICU. Resuscitation for 15-20 minutes was initiated but the patient could not be revived and declared dead at 6.30 am on 14th April, 2013.  Though the attendants did not make any complaint (police/legal), we informed them about the legal requirements on our part but they (attendants) refused for any Police/legal proceeding or MLC or postmortem. They were in a hurry to take the dead body from the hospital.   
Dr. Raj Kumar Medical Director Ayushman Hospital reiterated the stand taken by Dr. Prakash Chandra. 
Dr. R.S. Gupta (R.M.O. ICU) of Ayushman Hospital stated that when the patient returned, he presented as in brought dead condition. He tried to revive the condition of the patient as per ACLS but the patient could not be revived and declared dead.  

In light of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations:- 
1) It is noted from the emergency prescription of Ayushman Hospital dated 14.04.2013 that the patient a 42 years old male with complaints of pain shoulder and vomiting for one day and past history of Diabetes Mellitus on medication, missed medicine for last four days reported to emergency of the said hospital on 14.04.2013 at 5.10 am. Dr. Prakash Chandra on examination noted abdomen soft, chest clear, CNS, CVS, NAD. The Blood Pressure was noted to be 110/70 mmHG.   ECG was also conducted. Dr. Prakash Chandra treated the patient as a case of gastritis and administered four injections for the same, prescribed medicine for three days and advice to attend medical OPD for review. The patient left for home, but returned again to the said hospital at 6.30 am. (14.04.2013) fully unconscious; on examination pupils were dilated, fixed and ECG showed straight line. Patient as per death summary of the said hospital presented as brought dead, efforts were made to revive in ICU, but patient could not be revived and declared dead. The cause of death as per post mortem reports no 460/13 dated 14.04.2013 of Deen Dayal Upadhayay Hospital was ‘asphyxia caused by choking of upper respiratory passage subsequent to aspiration of gastric content. Aspiration of gastric content into respiratory passage in the phase of altered sensorium followed by multiple episodes of vomiting could not be ruled out’.
2) It is noted that the patient came with complaint of shoulder pain, vomiting and ghabrahat. He was a known diabetic.  In view of above complaint, the ECG was also done. The ECG showed ’q waves in lead 1,2 and  avL and STT changes in II, III and avF’.  The patient was sent back after administering injectable pantoprazol, injection ondansetron, injection drotin, injection dynapar and was told to follow-up.  It is observed that the patient should have been advised admission for follow-up in OPD. The ECG should have been interpreted correctly and findings written and opinion of expert should have been sought before discharge and follow-up in OPD; which Dr. Prakash Chandra failed to do. 

3) It is noted from the emergency prescription of Ayushman Hospital dated 14.04.2013 of 5.10 am that it is bereft of Dr. Prakash Chandra advising admission to the patient, as he has claimed in his written statement, infact; his advise on the prescription was review in medical OPD, which establishes that no advice for admission which was warranted, was ever given by Dr Prakash Chandra.         
In light observations made herein-above, the Disciplinary Committee, therefore, recommends that name of Dr. Prakash Chandra (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.59456) be removed from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council for a period of 15 days with a direction that Dr. Prakash Chandra should undergo twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject ‘Emergency Medical Medicine’ and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.  The Medical Superintendent, Ayushman Hospital is also advised to set-up a protocol in which CMO/RMO in emergency are made to undergo Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject “Emergency Medicine” regularly, so that their knowledge gets refreshed and up to date. 

Complaint stands disposed. 
Sd/:



   


Sd/:

(Dr. Subodh Kumar) 


(Dr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra)   
Chairman,

        


Delhi Medical Association,       
Disciplinary Committee  


Member,


  
Disciplinary Committee
         Sd/:





Sd/:
(Shri Bharat Gupta) 


(Dr. M.K. Daga)
Legal Expert,



Expert Member,

Member,




Disciplinary Committee
Disciplinary Committee
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 3rd October, 2017 was taken up for confirmation before the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 12th October, 2017 wherein “whilst confirming the decision of the Disciplinary Committee, the Council observed that in the facts and circumstances of this case, the punishment of removal of name of Dr. Prakash Chandra awarded by the Disciplinary Committee was a bit harsh and the same was not warranted.  It was further observed that interests of justice will be served if a warning is issued to Dr. Prakash Chandra.  The Council, therefore, directed that a warning be issued to Dr. Prakash Chandra (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.59456).  The Council further directed that Dr. Prakash Chandra should undergo twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject ‘Emergency Medical Medicine’ within a period of six months and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed.








     By the Order & in the name of 








     Delhi Medical Council 








                 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                             Secretary

Copy to :- 
1) Mrs. Sarita w/o. late Shri Rajesh Gupta r/o. Upper Ground Floor, RZ F-770/33, Gali No. 12, Raj Nagar, Part – II, New Delhi-110045.

2) Dr. Prakash Chandra, Flat No. A-9, Vidyut Apartments/Society, Plot No.2, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.

3) Medical Superintendent, Ayushman Hospital, Plot No. 2, Sector-12, Dwarka, Delhi-110075.
4) Dy. Secretary (H&FW), Health &  Family Welfare Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, A-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002-w.r.t. letter F.No.-14/02/DMC/H&FW/2014/5146 dated 21.07.2015-for information. 
5) Additional Secretary, Medical Council of India, Phase-1, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No.MCI-211(2)(38)/2013-Ethics./21719 dated 17.07.2013-for information. 

6) Registrar, West Bengal Medical Council, 8, Lyons Range (3rd Floor), Kolkata-700001, West Bengal (Dr. Prakash Chandra is also registered with the West Bengal Medical Council under registration No. 68006 dated 29.03.2012)-for information & necessary action.  
7) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Phase-1, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-for information & necessary action. 











          (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                                 Secretary
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