DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1866/2/2017/


   

25th January, 2017
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Smt. Sunita Singh w/o Shri Shailesh Singh, r/o- D/73, Nehru Nagar, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. Satish Lamba, L-1/166-A, DDA Flats, Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 13th December, 2016 is reproduced herein-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Sunita Singh w/o Shri Shailesh Singh, r/o- D/73, Nehru Nagar, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. Satish Lamba, L-1/166-A, DDA Flats, Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019.
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Satish Lamba and other documents on record.  
The complainant Smt. Sunita Singh failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee, inspite of notice but sent a representation seeking adjournment.  The Disciplinary Committee noted that on earlier occasion also the complainant did not appear before the Disciplinary Committee.  
Dr. Satish Lamba presented himself before the Disciplinary Committee. 

In the interest of justice, the Disciplinary Committee decided to proceed with the matter in order to determine it on merits.

The complainant Smt. Sunita Singh alleged that an application was filed by one Nandita Singh in a court proceeding stating that she was on bed rest relying on the medical certificates issued by Dr. Satish Lamba dated 22.12.2014, 21.01.2015 and 20.03.2015 stating that she was on bed rest from 22.12.2014 to 21.01.2015, 21.01.2015 to 08.03.2015 and 07.03.2015 till 22.04.2015 respectively interalia for depression.  Depression is a mental illness which is identified by the persons desire to withdraw from the society. It would be unthinkable that any doctor would prescribe bed rest for such an illness to begin with.  However, Nandita Singh attended the marriage of her sister’s son Revant in Goa on 9th March, 2015.  The medical certificates issued by Dr. Satish Lamba were also not as per Indian Medical Council (Professional, Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics) Regulations 2002.  Dr Satish Lamba also issued fake medical certificates to Sanni Kumar and Abhay Kumar Singh.  Both Sanni Kumar and Abhay Kumar Singh were issued medical certificates while the OPD of Safdarjung Hospital has clarified on the very same day that there was no medical problem with both the said persons.  Furthermore, she also went to Dr Satish Lamba on 01.04.2016 and asked him to make a false medical certificate for being used in Court proceedings. He (Dr. Satish Lamba) promptly made the same and recommended bed rest.  As would be seen Dr Satish Lamba has one remedy for all diseases "Bed Rest". This is not a coincidence but this was done with the sole purpose to enable unscrupulous litigants to create false ground to help to escape from the long arms of the law by making excuses relating to their health.  As would be seen from the letterhead of Dr Satish Lamba, he (Dr. Satish Lamba) claims to be Ex A.C.M.O/R.M.O from Safdarjung Hospital. The certificate of Safdarjung Hospital states that Dr Satish Lamba never worked with them and that post of ACMO/RMO does not 
exist.  Dr Satish Lamba is, hence, forging his professional experience to mislead the public. As the posts do not exist, there is no question of their being equivalent to any other post and furthermore, there is no statutory notification to assume the equivalence.  The letter head of Satish Lamba also states that he is Medical Officer at the RTO Sheikh Sarai. There is no such post in the RTO Sheikh Sarai.  Dr Satish Lamba is also forging the same.  It is also not clear if Dr Satish Lamba has U.C.M.S and M.D.M.A qualifications that he quotes on his letterhead.  Dr. Satish Lamba has also issued a false medical certificate to one Shree Prakash Singh (Husband of Nandita Singh) on 10.01.2016. Dr. Satish Lamba having no specialized knowledge of heart diseases goes on to treat Angina and Tachycardia with 'Bed Rest". No ECG was done or recommended.  The said Shree Prakash Singh promptly got alright to appear in Patiala House Courts on 13.01.2016, which is impossible as per the diagnosis of Dr. Satish Lamba.  From the above, it is clear that there is sufficient documentary evidence to take disciplinary action against Dr. Satish Lamba.  Dr. Satish Lamba may have a medical degree but is no different from a quack. His only source of livelihood is to sit below the RTO as a jhola chap individual, to issue false medical certificates and does not even have thermometer in his shop.

Dr. Satish Lamba in his written statement averred that the allegations made by the complaint Smt Sumita Singh are totally false and baseless.  The complainant and her husband have been visiting his clinic at Sangam Vihar from January to April many time regularly in morning hours when his clinic is closed; they were video graphing the clinic premises and had been sending decoy customer, patient and compelling him to issue medical certificate for their fake illness.  The complainant came to his clinic in evening with face covered with cloth for fake illness, she insisted for medical certificate that he did not issue, but prescribed medicine.  The people of the area surrounding his clinic has have been telling him that some people are visiting his clinic in police car with blue light on top in morning hours and video graphing.  Nandita singh is an old case of DM, HT. He was treating her symptoms of loss of sleep, anxiety and vertigo which was caused by long court cases and illness of her husband and property dispute.  He was giving treatment for her vertigo, when she has gone to attend a social function, as her symptoms have reduced.  The patient Sri Prakash Singh is an old case of CAD.  The patient Sanny Kumar also came to his clinic on 04-04-2016 with history of loose stools/vomiting and pain abdomen, he advised bed rest due to mild dehydration, he did not attend office as there was Saturday and Sunday on 9th and 10th April 2016. Then he came on Monday to get medical certificate as he had not attended office due to weakness. He with Salesh Singh went to Safdarjung Hospital where he made an OPD slip and Dr. Mohit saw the patient who is an oncologist. He also stated that this is a fake OPD slip.   Dr. Abhay Kumar also came for bodyache, high-grade fever on 08-04-2016; he did not attend office due to fever.  He also asked him (Dr. Satish Lamba) for medical certificate.  After medication his fever subsided.  He went to Safdarjung hospital where an Oncologist issued a slip that he is normal.  His (Dr. Satish Lamba) chamber was at regional transport office Sheikh Sarai Room No -209, from 2002 to 2013.  Now 80% of the work has shifted to ground floor because of senior citizen and physically challenged individual.  Now he is at Ground Floor, Shop No. 29 Sheikh Sarai.  The complainant has made a statement that some cases are going against him since 2012.  There is no such case against him.  The above statements are true. Hon’ble Judge Shri Vipin Sanghi has already dismissed the petition filed by the complainant. The Delhi Medical Council is requested to dismiss the false complaint of the complainant. 

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations :-
1) It is noted on examination of medical certificates dated 22nd December, 2014, 21st January, 2015 and 20th March, 2015, issued by Dr. Satish Lamba to one Nandita Singh, that the same has been issued for various duration, on account of her suffering from CAD with DM with spondilits with depression, advising bed rest, and claiming that she was under Dr. Satish Lamba’s treatment.  Dr. Satish Lamba failed to produce any treatment record of the patient Nandita Singh, which have been maintained/prescribed by him, instead he admitted before the Disciplinary Committee that aforementioned certificates were issued by him based on the medical condition of Nandita Singh documented in the medical records of Medanta Hospital from where she had been receiving treatment.  It is, thus, apparent that the patient was not under treatment of Dr. Satish Lamba and therefore he could not have issued a medical certificate to the said patient.
2) We find it strange that a person Shri Prakash Singh, 56 years old who as per medical certificate dated 10th January, 2016 of Dr. Satish Lamba is diagnose to be suffering from CAD (MDHT) fifteen years old with vertigo ? Angina, was advised bed rest, instead of being advise to get an ECG done and refer to emergency department where cardiac treatment facility exists.  
3) Similarily in support of medical certificate dated 4th April, 2016 issued to Shri Sanni Kumar and medical certificate dated 8th April, 2014 issued to Shri Abhay Kumar, no medical records pertaining to prescription or the treatment given or advised by Dr. Satish Lamba to the said patient’s was produced by Dr. Satish Lamba.      
4) Infact the medical certificate issued by Dr. Satish Lamba to Nandita Singh and Shree Prakash also suffer from further deficiencies like they do not bear any serial number or signature of the patient.  Thus, the medical certificates issued by Dr. Satish Lamba are not in accordance with the format prescribed by the Medical Council under the Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics), Regulations, 2002 and the Delhi Medical Council guidelines.
5) We also note on examination of letter head of Dr. Satish Lamba’s prescription pad in the name of ‘Wellness & Your Health Medical Centre’, that Dr. Satish Lamba has been suffixing U.C.M.S., M.D.M.A (Dli) to his name besides M.B.B.S.  the abbreviation of U.C.M.S., M.D.M.A. (Dli) are not recognized qualifications as per the First, Second or Third Scheduled to the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 and the same have been suffixed just to create a false impression in the mind of general public that Dr. Satish Lamba is a holder of post-graduate qualification, which apparently, he is not.  This practice is not only misleading but amounts to misrepresentation also.  This act of Dr. Satish Lamba is in violation of the Regulation 1.4.2 of the Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics), Regulations, 2002 which mandate that “physicians shall display as suffix to their names only recognized medical degrees or such certificates/diplomas and memberships/honours which confer professional knowledge or recognizes any exemplary qualification/achievements.”
In light of the observations made-hereinabove, the Disciplinary Committee, recommends that name of Dr. Satish Lamba (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.56121) be removed from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council for a period of 90 days.

Dr. Satish Lamba is also advised to adhere to the guidelines for issuance of medical certificate framed by the Delhi Medical Council, as reiterated herein-below, for future purposes.

(a) Medical certificates are legal documents.  Medical practitioners who deliberately issue a false, misleading or inaccurate certificate could face disciplinary action under the Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics), Regulations, 2002.  Medical practitioners may also expose themselves to civil or criminal legal action.  Medical practitioners can assist their patients by displaying a notice to this effect in their waiting rooms. 

It is, therefore, a misnomer to state that medical certificate is “not valid for legal or Court purposes”, and should be avoided.  Registered medical practitioners are legally responsible for their statements and signing a false certificate may result in a registered medical practitioner facing a charge of negligence or fraud. 

(b) The certificate should be legible, written on the doctor’s letterhead and should not contain abbreviations or medical jargon.  The certificate should be based on facts known to the doctor.  The certificate may include information provided by the patient but any medical statements must be based upon the doctor’s own observations or must indicate the factual basis of those statements.  The Certificate should only be issued in respect of an illness or injury observed by the doctor or reported by the patient and deemed to be true by the doctor.

The certificate should :-

(i) indicate the date on which the examination took place

(ii)
indicate the degree of incapacity of the patient as appropriate

(iii) indicate the date on which the doctor considers the patient is likely to be able to return to work 

(iv) be addressed to the party requiring the certificate as evidence of illness e.g. employer, insurer, magistrate

(v) indicate the date the Certificate was written and signed.

(vi) Name, signature, qualifications and registered number of the consulting Registered Medical Practitioner.

(vii) The nature and probable duration of the illness should also be specified. This certificate must be accompanied by a brief resume of the case giving the nature of the illness, its symptoms, causes and duration.

When issuing a sickness certificate, doctors should consider whether or not an injured or partially incapacitated patient could return to work with altered duties.  

(c) The medical certificate under normal circumstances, as a rule, should be prospective in nature i.e. it may specify the anticipated period of absence from duty necessitated because of the ailment of the patient.  However, there may be medical conditions which enable the medical practitioner to certify that a period of illness occurred prior to the date of examination. Medical practitioners need to give careful consideration to the circumstances before issuing a certificate certifying a period of illness prior to the date of examination, particularly in relation to patients with a minor short illness which is not demonstrable on the day of examination and should add supplementary remarks, where appropriate, to explain the circumstances which warranted the issuances of certificate retrospective in nature.

(d) It is further observed that under no circumstances, a medical certificate should certify period of absence from duty, for a duration of more than 15 days.  In case the medical condition of the patient is of such a nature that it may require further absence from duty, then in such case a fresh medical certificate may be issued.    

(e) Record of issuing medical certificate -Documentation should include : 

- 
Patient to put signature / thumb impression on the medical certificate Identification marks to be mentioned on medical certificate

- 
That a medical certificate has been issued

- 
The date / time range covered by the medical certificate

- 
The level of incapacity (i.e. unfit for work, light duties, etc within   scope of practice) 

- 
Signature / thumb impression of patient 

An official serially numbered certificate should be utilized.  The original medical certificate is given to the patient to provide the documentary evidence for the employer.  The duplicate copy will remain in the Medical Certificate book for records.  The records of medical certificate are to be retained with the doctor for a period of 3 years from the date of issue.

Complaint stands disposed.

Sd/:
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      Sd/:


(Dr. Subodh Kumar)
(Shri Bharat Gupta)    (Shri Rajesh Gupta)
Chairman,                     Legal Expert, 
      M.L.A.,

Disciplinary Committee  Member,

      Member

                                  Disciplinary Committee Disciplinary Committee

          Sd/:


    Sd/:
   



(Dr. Rakesh Kumar Gupta)

     (Dr. Dinesh Negi)      

Delhi Medical Association,

     Expert Member,

Member, 

     Disciplinary Committee 
      

Disciplinary Committee 




The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 13th December, 2016 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 19th January, 2017.
The Council also confirmed the punishment of removal of name awarded to Dr. Satish Lamba (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.56121) by the Disciplinary Committee.
The Council further observed that the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 30 days from the date of the Order.  The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed.






   
      By the Order & in the name of 

      


                               Delhi Medical Council 








                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                               Secretary

Copy to : 
1) Smt. Sunita Singh w/o Shri Shailesh Singh, r/o- D/73, Nehru Nagar, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
2) Dr. Satish Lamba, L-1/166-A, DDA Flats, Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019.
3) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-17, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-(Dr. Satish Lamba is also registered with the Medical Council of India under registration No. 7296 dated 14.6.88)-for information. 





              (Dr. Girish Tyagi)   




  

  Secretary
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