DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2204/2/2018/                     ​                                                  12th July, 2018           

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri Rajiv Vachhar, s/o Shri Joginder Paul, r/o 4/31, Moti Nagar, New Delhi-110015, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Ashok Damir of Kalra Hospital SRCNC, Tulsi Dass Kalra Marg, Block-A, Indira Colony, Kirti Nagar, Delhi-110015, in the treatment administered to complainant.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 08th June, 2018 is reproduced herein-below:

“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Rajiv Vachhar, s/o Shri Joginder Paul, r/o 4/31, Moti Nagar, New Delhi-110015,(referred hereinafter as the complainant) alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Ashok Damir of Kalra Hospital SRCNC, Tulsi Dass Kalra Marg, Block-A, Indira Colony, Kirti Nagar, Delhi-110015 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), in the treatment administered to complainant.
The Executive Committee peursed the complaint, written statement of Dr. Suneet Juneja, Medical Superintendent enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Ashok Damir, copy of medical records of Kalra Hospital SRCNC and other documents on record.
The Executive Committee notes that it is alleged in the complaint that Dr. Ashok Damir was not qualified to treat complainant’s injury on the right foot which was diagnosed as diabetic foot, by carrying out debridement and also amputation of complainant’s 3rd toe, as a result of wrong treatment and negligence of Dr. Ashok Damir, the complainant subsequently had his left leg amputated. 

Dr. Ashok Damir in his written statement averred that the complainant Mr. Rajeev Vachhar was hospitalized first time in Kalra Hospital on 17th October, 2015 with history of foot injury followed by abscess right fore foot with cellulitis with plantar ulcer. After taking all due precautions and required tests he did debridement and incision and drainage of ulcer with abscess at right foot under ankle block. Procedure was uneventful and patient was discharged on 21st October, 2015 in stable condition. It is absolutely wrong to state Operation conducted by him was not successful- He is to state that success of ‘ diabetic foot ulcer’ operation depends upon regular aseptic dressings, proper antibiotics, offloading and regular follow-ups. Diabetic foot ulcers are known for their chronicity particularly if regular dressings, medicines and follow-ups are not done and patient keep smoking and boozing. It is correct that on 06th January, 2016, the complainant against visited him when he examined him and after examining his foot he asked him why he was not adhering to his advice of regular follow ups and dressings, offloading of the wound and not stopping smoking and drinking alcohol. He warned him too that if he will not follow his advice he may loose his toes or foot. Patient apologized him and promise him not to repeat the mistakes. He found him to have non healing diabetic foot ulcer with abscess of right forefoot with gangrene of 3rd Toe. So he admitted him in Kalra Hospital, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi. His X-ray right foot reported-fracture of proximal, mid and distal phalanges of III toe and after doing all required investigations and taking all precautions he did debridement and I&D of abscess along with removal of 3rd toe which was totally rotten. He was discharged on 09th January, 2016 to follow him on 11th January, 2016. It is absolutely wrong and false to state that he does not have qualification in  Podiatric Medicine and he is not qualified to perform surgeries as alleged. He want to state that he has MBBS degree which is Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery, {Which made him capable of performing simple surgeries like abscess drainage and debridement (removal of dead necrotic tissue from wound)etc} and from 2017 to 2018, he did his fellowship in Podiatry (i.e. Foot medicine and surgery) from most reputed Podiatry Institute of world, Dr. Scholl’s college of Podiatric Medicine at Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science, North Chicago, USA where he was trained by Dr. David Armstrong who is world renowned podiatrist and father of podiatry world wide. Subsequently, he did his foot care training under Dr. Arun Bal, Chief Podiatry (Foot) surgeon and Founder President of Diabetic Foot Society of India, SL Raheja Hospital and All India Institute of Diabetes, Mahim, Mubmbai. Subsequently for last 10years. He is practicing as specialist Podiatrist in diabetic foot at different Hospitals of repute like Fortis Hospitals (Vasant Kunj, Chirag Enclave and Gurgaon), Indian Spinal Injury Centre, Mool Chand KR Hosptial etc. So far he has treated innumerable number of Podiatry patients and done various podiatry procedures. He has also been working in “Advanced Diabetic Foot Ulcer Management” Team of Fortis group of hospitals which includes orthopedicians, plastic surgeons, vascular surgeons etc. 
The Executive Committee observes that the complainant Shri. Rajiv Vachhar, s/o Shri Joginder Paul, a 51 years male had been treated as per the established guidelines for his condition of diabetic foot,  which requires simultaneous control of diabetes and foot infection, by simple debridement and dressing of the wound. Debridement or simply ray amputation of dead tissues is a simple OPD procedure taught to every doctor at undergraduate level.  No major surgical procedure was carried out by the treating physician and every effort was made to salvage the limb. If the above measures fail; which unfortunately occurred, in this case, an amputation of limb is usually required.  
In view of the observation made hereinabove, it is, therefore,  the  decision 
of the Executive Committee that the Shri Rajiv Vachhar was treated as per accepted professional practices in such cases and primafacie no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of Dr. Ashok Damir of Kalra Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant.
Matter stands disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 08th June, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 09th July, 2018.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council
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                                                                     Secretary
Copy to:-

1)  Shri Rajiv Vachhar, s/o Shri Joginder Paul, r/o 4/31, Moti Nagar, New Delhi-110015.
2) Dr. Ashok Damir, Through Medical Superintendent, Kalra Hospital SRCNC, Tulsi Dass Kalra Marg, Block-A, Indira Colony, Kirti Nagar, Delhi-110015. – For Information.

3) Medical Superintendent, Kalra Hospital SRCNC, Tulsi Dass Kalra Marg, Block-A, Indira Colony, Kirti Nagar, Delhi-110015. – For Information.  
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