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         13th March, 2008
                                                 

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Seema, alleging medical negligence on the part of hospital staff of Lady Hardinge Medical College (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital) in the treatment administered to complainant’s husband late Ashok Singhal (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Lady Hardinge Medical College (CR No. 15444/05, MLC No. 5699), resulting in his death on 24.5.2005. 
The Delhi Medical Council after perusing the complaint, written statement of Dr. G.K. Sharma, Medical Superintendent of Lady Hardinge Medical College, post mortem report 152/05, subsequent opinion in respect of post mortem report dated 12.9.2005 and 21.7.2006 and Forensic Science Laboratory report No. FSL 2005/C-1899 dated 25.8.2005, make the following observations :-

1. The patient was a case of BPAD (Bipolar Affective Disorder) on treatment.  He presented with fever and cough and was diagnosed as Pneumonia for which he was prescribed antibiotics.  The patient had sudden death.  Post mortem revealed Pneumonitis as a cause of death.

2. It is apparent from the records that there has been a lapse in administration of a medicine (Inj. Omanatex) (generic name Cefotaxime) to this patient which was not prescribed for him; as is evident from the presence of Cefotaxime as per the FSL report.  

3. Cefotaxime, an antimicrobial agent can also be given in respiratory infections.

4. Cefotaxime is not known to produce pneumonitis as an adverse event.  Pneumonitis is reported to be the cause of death.  The two are not related.

Contd/-
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In view of the observations made hereinabove, no case of medical negligence is made out in the treatment of late Ashok Singhal but a lapse in administration of a medicine which was not recommended to him.  

Complaint stands disposed. 

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
Copy to :-
1) Seema r/o.G-5/264, Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi – 110086

2) Dy. Commissioner of Police, (New Delhi), Office of the DCP, Parliament Street, New Delhi – 110001

3) SHO, Police Station Mandir Marg, New Delhi
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