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     31st January, 2003

Shri J.S. Rathaur






Complainant

B-5/42, Safdarjung Enclave,

New Delhi – 110 029

Vs.

       1.
Dr. Monica Bhagat (DMC Regn. No. 4864)
                             
Respondents


Medical Director,

Bhagat Nursing Home,

1-D, Humayunpur,

132, Arjun Nagar,

G-Gloor, Safdarjung Enclave,

New Delhi – 110 029

2. Dr. Dinkar Chawla (DMC Regn. No. 2747) 

B-9/6393, Vasant Kunj, 

New Delhi – 110 070

3. Dr. Chandra Prabhakar (DMC Regn. No. 12408) 

I-10, Type-II, Safdarjung Hospital, 

Staff Quarters, 

West Kidwai Nagar, 

New Delhi

4. Dr. Rajnish Kukreja (DMC Regn. No. 17493)
Director,

Kukreja Hospital & Heart Centre

C-1, Vishal Enclave, Rajouri Garden,

New Delhi – 110 027

Contd…
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O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint referred by Police Station Sarojini Nagar of Shri Jasbir Singh Rathaur, alleging medical negligence by doctors of Bhagat Nursing Home, 1-D, Humayunpur, 132, Arjun Nagar, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi – 110 029 and Kukreja Hospital & Heart Centre, C-1, Vishal Enclave, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi – 110 027 when his son Late Vikramjeet Singh Rathaur was admitted and taken up for surgery at Bhagat Nursing Home on 15th September, 2002 and subsequently transferred to Kukreja Hospital & Heart Centre.  The patient was a healthy young male about 6 ½ feet in height, about 100 kgs in weight and was not suffering from any known pre-existing illness except pilonidal sinus.  The patient was examined by Anaesthesiologist Dr. Chandra Prabhakar for pre-anaesthetic check up on 15.09.2002 at 9.30 AM on the operation table itself and earlier Dr. Dinkar Chawla, General Surgeon had also examined the patient.

The patient was administered spinal anaesthesia by Dr. Chandra Prabhakar in a sitting position on the operating table with legs dangling on the other side of the table.  3 ml of 0.5 % Bupivacaine solution was used as anaesthetic agent which was administered using a 25 number SWG spinal needle at level L2 – L3 with a 5 ml syringe which could have given a jet effect to the anaesthetic solution thereby enhancing the ascent of the drug to upper neurotomes that is up till T4-T6. This lead to sympathetic block of larger number of segments leading to hypoxic episode, nausea and vomiting.  The patient was monitored by a pulse oximeter, a cardiac monitor and manual blood pressure recording method.  The patient remained in this position for 10-12 minutes according to the admission of Dr. Prabhakar.  This lead to cardio vascular collapse.  Pre-anaesthetic infusion of Intravenous fluids was inadequate.
In spite of this, the patient was still put in a prone position who could hardly be accommodated on the operation table as it was only 6 feet in length.  At this point  patient  was  found  to  be  vomiting  and  froth  came  out from his mouth.  In view of this, the 
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patient was suddenly turned again into supine position but by that time several minutes of cardiac arrest had occurred leading to cerebal anoxia.  The patient was intubated with 7 mm orotrachel tube which optimally should have been at least 10.5 mm onwards in such a patient.  The oxygenation was inadequate and the efforts for cardiac resuscitation by manual methods were unsatisfactory.  The patient remained in this condition in the operation theatre for about two hours and during this time he was given Intravenous Dopamine infusion as well.  There was no pre-anaesthetic chart or per-anaesthetic records of this patient available in the case sheet.  Subsequent efforts for cardio vascular resuscitation remained unsatisfactory and the patient was finally shifted to Kukreja Hospital & Heart Centre, Rajouri Garden, with the consent of the patient’s relatives.  The patient reached in about one hour at Kukreja Hospital & Heart Centre where he was hospitalized in ICCU.  The patient remained in this condition from 3.00 PM to 2.30 AM on 16th September, 2002.  It appears he did not respond to defibrillation and was declared dead at 5.10 AM on 16th September, 2002.  

The patient’s father repeatedly complained that he was never told that a serious complication had occurred.  He was told that the patient would start speaking within the next few hours and all would be well.  Factually, this did not happen and no efforts were made to get the post-mortem done in this patient and even their reluctance was not mentioned in the official medical papers.   Bhagat Nursing Home is an unregistered nursing home for the last many years.  

Dr. Monica Bhagat is directed to stop forthwith all inpatient activities including surgical work in Bhagat Nursing Home.  She may run only outpatient services till such time, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi considers the nursing home suitable for registration.  Medical Superintendent (Nursing Homes), Directorate of Health Services, to ensure that Dr. Monica Bhagat complies with this order.  

Dr. Chandra Prabhakar administered spinal anaesthesia to the patient and he did not exercise due care in administration and planning of spinal anaesthesia to the patient, and when the patient developed a known complication, he did not handle it as would be expected from a reasonable and prudent anaesthesiologist.  He has been found negligent hence his license to practise is suspended for a period of six months.  He is directed to attend thirty hours of Continuing Medical Education programmes to update his knowledge of anaesthesia and shall report compliance of this to Delhi Medical Council.
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No medical negligence was found on the part of Dr. Dinkar Chawla, Dr. Monica Bhagat, Dr. Rajnish Kukreja and other doctors of Kukreja Hospital & Heart Centre who managed this case.

All the doctors who managed the patient did not communicate to the Next of Kin of the deceased about the nature of complication which had occurred.  They have erred in this regard and are directed to be careful in future.  

  (Dr. S.K. Khattri)

        Registrar & Secretary
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Copy to :

1) Shri J.S. Rathaur, B-5/42, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi – 110 029.

2) Dr. Monica Bhagat, Medical Director, Bhagat Nursing Home, 1-D, Humayunpur, 132, Arjun Nagar, G-Gloor, Safdarjung Enclave,New Delhi – 110 029.

3) Dr. Dinkar Chawla, B-9/6393, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi – 110 070.

4) Dr. Chandra Prabhakar, I-10, Type-II, Safdarjung Hospital, Staff Quarters, West Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi.

5) Dr. Rajnish Kukreja, Director, Kukreja Hospital & Heart Centre, C-1, Vishal Enclave, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi.

6) Director Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032.

7) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road, (Opp. Mata Sundari College for Women), New Delhi – 110 002.

8) Pr. Secretary (H&FW), Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi Secretariat, 9th Floor, Players Building, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110 002.       

9) SHO, Police Station Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi.

10) Registrar, all State Medical Councils.

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)

Registrar & Secretary
