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         30th April, 2007 

Shri Billu






Complainant 

H.No. 435, Gali Robin, 

Chhota Nikasa, 

Subzi Mandi, Ghata Ghar, 


Delhi – 110 007

Vs.

1.
Dr. Mukeem Ahmed 





Respondents 

Life Care Charitable Polyclinic

177, Nehru Kutia, Malkaganj

Delhi

2.
Dr. Seema Singhal

Life Care Charitable Polyclinic

177, Nehru Kutia, Malkaganj


Delhi

3.
Dr. Swapnil Sandhaya

869, Sector-D

Peshwa Road, Mandir Marg,

New Delhi

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a reference from Police Station Subzi Mandi seeking medical opinion in respect of complaint of Shri Billu r/o. H.No. 435, Gali Robin, Chhota Nikasa, Subzi Mandi, Ghata Ghar, Delhi – 110 007, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife late Radha ( referred hereinafter as the patient) at Life Care Charitable Polyclinic, resulting in her death on 27.5.2006 at St. Stephens Hospital where she was subsequently shifted.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the reference from Police Station Subzi Mandi, written statement of  Dr. Seema Singhal,  Dr. Mukeem  Ahmed  of  Life  Care  Charitable  Polyclinic, Dr. Swapnil  Sandhya,  copy  of  medical 
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records of Life Care Charitable Polyclinic (referred hereinafter as the said polyclinic) and St. Stephens Hospital, documents on record and heard the following in person :-     
(i) Shri  Billu                                Complainant

(ii) Dr. Swapnil Sandhaya


(iii) Dr. Mukeem Ahmed
Life Care Charitable Polyclinic

(iv) Dr. Seema Singhal

Life Care Charitable Polyclinic
The facts of the matter are as follows :-

Mrs. Radha w/o. Shri Billu was reportedly admitted to the Life Care Polyclinic on 27.5.2006 at 12 noon with complaints of vaginal bleeding and acute abdominal pain.  The attending doctor Dr. Seema reportedly called Dr. Swapnil Sandhya, a qualified gynaecologist to attend to the case; considering the critical condition of the patient.  Dr. Swapnil Sandhya examined the patient and diagnosed the patient to be having eight weeks of pregnancy with incomplete abortion.  She undertook a check-curettage on the patient, reportedly on humanitarian ground.

Following the check-curettage the bleeding stopped hence the patient was left under the care of Dr. Seema for observation.  The condition of the patient reportedly continued to remain fair till about 6.30 in the evening when patient had again bleeding per vagina.  The patient was referred and transferred to St. Stephens Hospital for further treatment as the patient was showing signs of Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation with excessive bleeding.  At St. Stephens Hospital the patient was received in a condition of extreme shock and gasping; she was immediately given necessary treatment and in spite of all efforts there she expired at 10.20 pm on 27.5.2006.  No post mortem examination was conducted on the body of the deceased.  

The Delhi Medical Council has noted that the said Polyclinic was not registered with the Directorate of Health Services as it did not have requisite space, equipments, requisite trained manpower.  Therefore it was not a fit place to admit and conduct procedures like check-curettage as was done on this patient.
Dr. Swapnil Sandhya a registered medical practitioner of modern scientific system of medicine having MBBS qualification and M.S. (Obst. & Gynae.) conducted the check -curettage in the said 
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hospital.  Dr. Swapnil Sandhya concedes that she conducted the surgery to save the life of the patient although the place and the equipments were grossly inadequate for such operations.  She came and conducted the procedure on being informed by Dr. Seema as she is a visiting specialist for that hospital and her name appears in their panel.  

After check-curettage the condition of the patient is reported to remain fair, till afternoon when she showed signs of further bleeding from the vagina and other signs of Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation.  These conditions led to extreme shock on the patient at which she was transferred to St. Stephens Hospital.  

The Delhi Medical Council also notes that Dr. Seema and Dr. Mukeem Ahmed erred in admitting the patient initially to their hospital which was not fit enough to handle such cases and was also not formally approved by the concerned agency.  Their explanation of refusal by the relatives of the patient to take her to a higher center is not acceptable.  Even if it is accepted that to save the life of the patient, she was admitted for check-curettage, she could have been referred to the higher centre immediately after completing the check-curettage as the said Polyclinic does not have the required facilities for tackling complications of such procedures.  Instead they preferred to keep the patient in the said Polyclinic for observation.  It appears that her condition was subsequently not monitored properly/adequately.  Dr. Swapnil Sandhya’s explanation of conducting the check-curettage in such a situation may be accepted but the Delhi Medical Council feels that she should have referred the patient to the higher centre that is St. Stephens Hospital after completing the check-curettage, instead of keeping her under care of Dr. Seema.
Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation (DIC) is a known complication of excessive bleeding occurring in cases of incomplete abortion.  However its early signs appears to have been missed at the said Polyclinic, and the patient went into the state of severe shock, unnoticed, from where she could not be revived.

Dr. Seema Singhal and Dr. Mukeem Ahmed, owner of the said Polyclinic did not apply reasonable scientific competency in admitting the patient into their Polyclinic which did not have adequate  facilities  for  management  of  such clinical situations.  Dr. Seema Singhal also failed to 
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exercise reasonable expertise in detecting early signs of DIC in the patient.  As Dr. Seema Singhal and Dr. Mukeem Ahmed are registered with Delhi Bhartiya Chikitsa Parishad, a copy of this order be sent to Delhi Bhartiya Chikitsa Parishad for appropriate action.  Further a copy of the order be referred to Directorate of Health Services to examine the issue of running Nursing Home activities unauthorisedly.  Dr. Swapnil Sandhya failed to exercise reasonable expertise in taking timely action in the post operative management of the patient, for which she is issued a warning to be careful in future.  

          By the Order & in the name of

Delhi Medical Council

    (Dr. R.N. Baishya)

 







          Secretary
Copy to:

1)
Shri Billu, H.No. 435, Gali Robin, Chhota Nikasa, Subzi Mandi, Ghata Ghar, Delhi-110 007
2)
Dr. Mukeem Ahmed, Life Care Charitable Polyclinic, 177, Nehru Kutia, Malkaganj, Delhi

3)
Dr. Seema Singhal, Life Care Charitable Polyclinic, 177, Nehru Kutia, Malkaganj, Delhi

4) Dr. Swapnil Sandhaya, 869, Sector-D, Peshwa Road, Mandir Marg, New Delhi
5) Medical Superintendent Nursing Home, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalaya Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – With reference to letter No. F.23/(120)/2006-07/NH/DHS/HQ/27488 dated 28.9.2006
6) SHO, P.S. Subzi Mandi, Delhi – 110007 – with reference to letter No. FIR No. 237/06 dated 9.6.2006
7) Registrar, Delhi Bhartiya Chikitsa Parishad, DDA Market, 1st Floor, CSE-III, B-Block, Preet Vihar, Delhi – 110 092
(Dr. R.N. Baishya)

       Secretary






