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               16th September, 2003


Shri Ashutosh







Complainant


N-29B, First Floor,


Jangpura Extn.,


New Delhi – 110 014

Vs.


Dr. Sarabjeet (DMC Regn. No. 4604)




Respondent


Consultant Ultrasonologist


Sir Ganga Ram Hospital


Sir Ganga Ram Hospital Marg


New Delhi – 110 060

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Ashutosh against Dr. Sarabjeet of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.  The complainant has alleged that Dr. Sarabjeet, an Ultrasonologist, misbehaved and humiliated him and his wife Mrs. Urmi on 14th March, 2003 when Mrs. Urmi went to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital for an ultrasound.  The genesis of the complaint laid in the fact that the complainant was refused permission to be present at the side of his wife during the ultrasound procedure.  Dr. Sarabjeet has citied space constraint in the ultrasound room, the privacy of other patients being compromised as well as departmental policy for not allowing the patient attendants to be present during the ultrasound procedure.  It appears that there was a breakdown in communication between the doctor and the complainant and the failure of the hospital staff to empathize with predicament of the complainant, which led to the filing of this complaint.  

On the issue of difference in the weight of the foetus, it is the opinion of the Delhi Medical Council that the ultrasonographic assessment of weight of a foetus is an estimated weight and since the next ultrasound scan was done after a gap of approximately 15 days, the two figures are not comparable.
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In view of the above, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that it is the prerogative of the doctor to decide whether to allow a medical attendant to be present or not while examining a patient especially when the patient is being examined by a female doctor and also when there is a likelihood that such presence may compromise the privacy of other patients present.   However, the hospital staff is advised to be more sensitive to the plight of the patient as well as their attendants.  The complaint stands disposed.
By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  
Registrar & Secretary
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1) Shri Ashutosh, N-29B, First Floor, Jangpura Extn., New Delhi – 110 014.

2) Dr. Sarabjeet, Consultant Ultrasonologist, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital Marg, New Delhi – 110 060

3) Medical Council of India, Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road (Opp. Mata Sundari College of Women), New Delhi – 110 002.
4) Registrar, State Medical Councils.
      (Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

              Registrar & Secretary

