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 18th November, 2011 
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from SHO, South Rohini, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of late Neelam allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of doctors of Prashanti Nursing Home, H-32/9, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi – 110085, resulting in her death on 18.12.2009. 

The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation from Police alongwith copy of medical records of Prashanti Nursing Home, Post Mortem report No. 1173/09 dated 19.12.2009, FSL report No. 2010/C-2268 dated7.10.2010 of F.S.L., Rohini, opinion as to case of death dated 21.11.2010 of Deptt. of Forensic Medicine, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, CFSL letter No. 13/CFSL(H)/2011/112 dated 5.4.2011 of CFSL Hyderabad, as provided by Police Station South Rohini, Delhi.

The Delhi Medical Council notes that as per medical records of Prashanti Nursing Home, late Neelam (referred hereinafter as the patient) age 24 years female w/o. Satnarayan was admitted in Prashanti Nursing Home on 18.12.2009 with complaints of giddiness, headache since morning.  On examination the BP was 120/84 and P/R – 88/min., other vitals were stable.  Primary aid management Inj. Stemetil, Inj. Protex, Inj. Voveran and IV fluid was given to the patient and call was send to the physician (Dr. Vipin Saxena).  Physician examined the patient and advised urgent MRI brain with
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provisional diagnosis of ? CVA/?? SAH/?? Brain tumor and prescribed Tab. Stuzoron, Tab. Vertin and Inj. Lasix.  The necessity of MRI was explained to the patient’s relatives.  Patient was not willing for MRI.  Patient’s attendant was asked to shift the patient to a higher centre / Government Hospital.  In the meantime, repeated request were made for shifting the patient as condition of the patient was deteriorating.  Patient was having persistent headache, giddiness and gabhrat.  At 1.30 pm patient had altered sensorium following generalized seizure, respiratory distress, SPO2 falling, pinkish froth extruding through nostrils and mouth.  Oxygenation, Inj. Efcorlin, Inj. Lasix, Inj. epsolin was given.  Further condition deteriorated, pulse feeble, BP unrecordable for which inotropic agent and cardiopulmonary resuscitation was done.  Inj. Atropine, adrenaline and DC shock was given.  In spite of best efforts, patient could not be revived and declared dead at 2.15 pm from cardiopulmonary arrest.
As per the opinion as to cause of death dated 21.11.2010 of Deptt. of Forensic Medicine, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital in respect of Post Mortem report No. 1173/09 dated 19.12.2009 of late Neelam “Death is due to combined effect of cerebrial and pulmonary oedema.  Possibility of Pentozocine toxicity cannot be ruled out.  Level of Pentozocine in viscera and blood samples sent to FSL should be obtained.”  It is further noted that CFSL Hyderabad vide its letter No. 13/CFSL(H)/2011/112 dated 5.4.2011 has observed that “the drug namely Pentazocine is a rare one and our laboratory does not have Certified Reference Material and Standard Reference Material for the qualification of the above drug.  Hence, it is informed that this laboratory is not in a position to analyze the said case.” 
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In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council observes that the patient suffered from CVA (SAH) which deteriorated in spite of being administered the basic emergency treatment available at a Nursing Home and infact was rightly advised for MRI and referral to a higher centre.  However, the patient succumbed to her condition.  CVA (SAH) itself is a life threatening condition with a poor prognosis even in the best of the facilities.  The clinical condition narrated in the medical records of Prashanti Nursing Home are corroborated by the Post Mortem findings.

It is noted that as per the medical records of Prashanti Nursing Home, there is no record of Pentazocine having been administered to this patient.  Mere presence of a drug in the autopsy specimens is not necessarily a toxic dose, and may not be the cause of death.

It is, therefore, the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that prima facie, no medical negligence can be attributed in the treatment administered to late Neelam at Prashanti Nursing Home.  

Matter stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

         Delhi Medical Council

                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Station House Officer, Police Station South Rohini, New Delhi – 110085 – with reference to. D.D. No. 27(B) Dt. 18.12.2009 PS South Rohini, Delhi 

                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
