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   16th March, 2015
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a suo moto notice by the Delhi Medical Council of the fact that Dr. Ashok Malhotra has been indulging in professional misconduct by issuing pathology reports under the signature without conducting the pathology test or visiting the pathology labs in whose letterhead the reports are being issued.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 14th November, 2014 is reproduced herein-below :-

“The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a suo moto notice by the Delhi Medical Council of the fact that Dr. Ashok Malhotra has been indulging in professional misconduct by issuing pathology reports under the signature without conducting the pathology test or visiting the pathology labs in whose letterhead the reports are being issued.

The Disciplinary Committee perused the copy of various lab reports, which are under signature of Dr. Ashok Malhotra, written statement of Dr. Ashok Malhotra, and other documents on record.

Dr. Ashok Malhotra failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee inspite of notice. 
Dr. Ashok Malhotra in his written statement averred that being a part-time lab doctor, he is in a highly  mobile  field.  Even  the  list  of  labs 
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(2)

submitted to the Delhi Medical Council in January, 2014 has undergone drastic changes.  Even on 31st August, 2014, his professional relationship with two labs had terminated.  In the month of August, 2014, he has left four labs.  He may have been associated with fifty labs, but at different point of time.  In his professional career of thirty years, he may have joined and subsequently left even more than fifty labs.  Like most other doctors, he too offers his professional services to various charitable and religious organizations by holding clinical/diagnostic/blood donation camps.  Sometimes, the labs with which he is associated, receive samples from other labs for confirmation of lab results or to complete the formalities of insurance companies or when their technician is absent.  In such instances reports are issued on their pads.  Physically proximity of his labs (nine labs are within a linear distance of nine kilometer) and low work load (most of labs get 0-05 samples per day) allows him to visit comparatively larger number of labs.

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the explanation put forth by Dr. Ashok Malhotra is found to be satisfactory. 

It is, therefore, the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no professional misconduct can be attributed on the part of Dr. Ashok Malhotra. 

Matter stands disposed.”  
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The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 14th November, 2014 was taken up confirmation before the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 7th January, 2015 wherein “on perusal of the Order dated 14th November, 2014 of the Disciplinary Committee, the Council observed that since there is no categorical finding of the Disciplinary Committee on the issue whether the different pathology reports under different letter heads bears the signature of Dr. Ashok Malhotra or not and whether being holder of post-graduate qualification in (Bio-Chemistry), he can claim himself to be a pathologist,; matter be referred back to the Disciplinary Committee to examine this issue”.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 10th March, 2015 is reproduced herein-below :-

“The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 14th November, 2014 in complaint No. 1426-A suo moto notice by the Delhi Medical Council of the fact that Dr. Ashok Malhotra has been indulging in professional misconduct by issuing pathology reports under his signature without conducting the pathology test or visiting the pathology labs in whose letterhead the reports are being issued, was taken up for re-consideration in terms of the Council minutes dated 7th January, 2015 wherein the Council observed that since there is no categorical finding of the Disciplinary Committee on the issue whether the different pathology reports under different letter heads bears the signature of Dr. Ashok Malhotra or not and whether being holder of post-graduate qualification in (Bio-Chemistry), he can claim himself to be a pathologist. 

On re-consideration, the Disciplinary Committee observes that Dr. Ashok Malhotra who has been registered with the Delhi Medical Council with post-graduate qualification of M.D. (Biochemistry) has been misrepresenting by claiming himself to be a pathologist without holding a recognized post-graduate qualification i.e.  M.D. (Pathology).  
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The Disciplinary Committee also observes that it is highly improbable that Dr. Ashok Malhotra personally visits all the laboratories (more than fifteen laboratories) where he wrongly claims to be a consultant pathologist.  The Disciplinary Committee holds that Dr. Ashok Malhotra to be guilty of violating the provisions of Regulation 7.20 of the Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics), Regulations, 2002.  The Disciplinary Committee, therefore, recommends that name of Dr. Ashok Mahotra (Delhi Medical Council Registration No. 14095) be removed for a period of fifteen days from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council with a direction to refrain from such unethical acts in future.  

The order of Disciplinary Committee dated 14th November, 2014 is modified to this extent.   The rest of the Order stands re-affirmed.

Matter stands disposed.” 
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Disciplinary Committee 
The subsequent Order dated 10th March, 2015 of the Disciplinary Committee after re-consideration, was placed before the Council in its held on 13th March, 2015 for confirmation wherein “the Council confirms the Orders dated 14th November, 2014 and 10th March, 2015 of the Disciplinary Committee through majority decision.
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Whilst confirming the Order dated 14th November, 2014 and 10th March, 2015 of the Disciplinary Committee, the Council observes that the decision of the Delhi Medical Council holding Dr. Ashok Malhotra (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.14095) guilty of professional misconduct is final.  However, the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 30 days from the date of the Order.   The same is to be incorporated in the final Order. 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed. 

        






 By the Order & in the name of                                         

 Delhi Medical Council 







           
 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)








 Secretary

Copy to :-
1) Dr. Ashok Malhotra, B-68, Ashoka Enclave, Peragarhi, Rohtak Road, Delhi-110087.
2) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077(Dr. Ashok Malhotra is also registered with the Medial Council of India under registration No. 2408/14/05/1981)-for information & necessary action. 
                                                                                            (Dr. Girish Tyagi)








                       Secretary

