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         25th April, 2016
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a representation from Police Station, Kotwali, Delhi, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Late Shri Deepak s/o Ravi Thakur, allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of doctors of Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi, 5 Rajpur Road, Delhi-110054. 
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 16th April, 2018 is reproduced herein-below:-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from Police Station, Kotwali, Delhi, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Late Shri Deepak (referred hereinafter as the patient) s/o Ravi Thakur, allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of doctors of Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi, 5 Rajpur Road, Delhi-110054 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital).
The Disciplinary Committee perused the representation from Police Station, Kotwali, Delhi, written statement of Dr. G.P. Kaushal, Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Ritu Chopra, HOD Paediatrics, Dr. Avantika Khari, Paediatrician and Dr. Rajesh Prasad, H.O.O., Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, post-mortem report No.1239/2011 dated 30th December, 2011, copy of medical records of Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital and other documents on record.  
The following were heard in person :-

1) Dr. Ritu Chopra 
 HOD Paediatrics, Aruna Asaf 





Ali, Govt. Hospital

2) Dr. Rajesh Prasad      H.O.O., Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital

3) Avantika Khari

Paediatrician, Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital


4) Dr. V.P. Khari

DMS, Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital


5) Dr. G.P. Kaushal
Medical Superintendent, Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. 



Hospital

It is noted that the police in its representation has averred that a PCR call vide DD No.19 A dated 09th December, 2011 was received at Police Station Kotwali at 3.25 pm regarding one person lying unconscious near metro gate no.05 Chandni Chowk Delhi. The same was marked to ASI Umed for necessary action. ASI Umed reached the spot and found that an unconscious person has already been taken to Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital by the PCR Van S-35. ASI Umed reached the Hospital, where one person namely Deepak s/o Ravi Thakur age about 12 year r/o Patri Gate No.05 Chandni Chowk Delhi was found admitted vide MLC No.2541/11.  The child was not in position to depose anything, so his statement could not be recorded. ASI Umed came back to the spot and inquired to get the relative/ known to the child and it revealed during the local inquiry that the child was staying on the pavement alone and was in habit of consuming fluid and mostly slept on the pavement . Therefore, ASI Umed recorded the statement of Smt. Raboo @ Angoori w/o Hasim tea stall Kuncha Natwa and Shri Sarfuddin s/o Signur Alam and Rajesh s/o Sohan Lal Delhi Jal Board Office Chandni Chowk in this regard who deposed the same.  No other close relative was found there, the PCR Call was kept pending on that day, as the statement of the child could not be recorded. On 10th December, 2011, an information was received in Police Station Kotwali vide DD No. 41A at 10.50 pm from Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital by SI Praveen Yadav regarding discharge of child from the hospital by the doctors.  ASI Umed reached the Hospital and found that the child was not in good condition of health and without having any clothes and was undergoing treatment, so ASI Umed requested the doctors to keep the child in Hospital for the night, as at that time neither CWC (Child Welfare Committee) was available nor child helpline persons were available in the night, so on ASI request, the doctor allowed to keep the child in the hospital in the night.  On the next morning dated 11th December, 2011 ASI Umed called the child help line and Shri Amit Kumar of child help line Nabi Karim reached the Hospital and also provided the clothes to the child.  Shri Amit Kumar also requested the doctor not to discharge the child, as the child was not in healthy condition and needed more medical attention but doctor discharged the child and Shri Amit Kumar took the custody of child and got the child admitted in Salam Balak Trust DMRC Tis Hazari Delhi on 11th December, 2011.  On 14th December, 2011, a PCR call was received in Police Station vide DD No. 2 B at 12.5 am regarding death of above child in Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital.  ASI Umed reached the Hospital and collected the MLC No. 2570/11 AAA Hospital of child who was brought and admitted by NGO Salam Balak Trust in miserable and unconscious condition.  This matter was also reported to Police Station Civil Line, as the said Hospital falls under the jurisdiction of Police Station Civil Line SI Praveen Yadav from Police Station Civil Line was deputed  to deal with this matter.  The dead body has been preserved in Mortuary Subzi Mandi Delhi. The matter was reported to Child Welfare Committee by the NGO and Hon’ble Child Welfare Committee had directed SHO Civil Line Delhi to inquire into the matter and send the action take report within week and book the responsible person under the relevant sections of the law. The copies of the same were also sent to DCP North and PS Kotwali Deli and to MS of Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital. The Hon’ble Child Welfare Committee had observed the lapse in discharge of child from the Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital who was not physically fit.  The Child Welfare Committee has directed the Police to get the post-mortem of said child conducted by panel of doctors. On this post mortem of deceased Ravi was conducted by panels of doctor in Maulana Azad Medical College. It is, therefore, requested that final opinion over the cause of death of deceased Deepak may please be given, so that the case be expeditiously finalized. 
Dr. Ritu Chopra, HOD Paediatrics, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt in her written statement averred that the patient Deepak aged about 12 years, who was found near Chandni Chowk Metro Station by the police, was ailing for quite some time before being brought to the hospital, as evidenced by the presence of contractures on arms and legs, kyphoscoliosis, present of sinuses on chest and severe malnutrition, besides scabies and pediculosis.  He was oriented and talking at the time of admission, since he stated his name and his father’s name and indicated his wish for food and water.  However, he was unable to walk due to the contractures and kyphoscoliosis.  Provisionally it was presumed that he may have been suffering from tuberculosis-presence of patch on x-ray Chest (right upper lobe), sinuses on chest and cachexia.  The presence of raised TLC and crepts in the chest indicated active infection (respiratory infection with or without sepsis).  However, the absence of meningeal signs suggested that he did not have meningitis/encephalitis.  Accordingly, the child was started with IV fluids, antibiotics and necessary supplements diet as tolerated.   During the stay in ward, the patient developed episodes of violent behaviour in the form of chewing of IV lines and also tore the clothes provided by the hospital.  His behaviour and mental condition were causing lot of inconvenience to other children admitted in ward and their attendants were panicking and wished their children to be discharged from the ward.   This behaviour of the patient raised suspicion of drug abuse/withdrawal or other psychiatric illness and mandated psychiatric evaluation from another hospital as the facilities of a psychiatrist or neurologist were not available at Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital at present.  Throughout the stay in ward, no attendant was available to take care of the routine needs of the patient and the nursing staff and resident doctor on duty were providing assistance for feeding, clothing and other needs of a sick child.  Inspite of best of their efforts and repeated calls to the investigating officer, no attendant could be provided.  Dr. Pranav Gupta, Senior Resident on duty had to call up to the level of DCP (North)-Ms. I.B. Rani followed by formal request to police control room for providing assistant.  PCR team arrived in ward around 11.30 p.m. and directed Shri Parveen (Police Station Civil Lines) to do the needful.  As the patient required psychiatric opinion the attending constable was advised that the child needed to be taken to other hospital.  He expressed his inability to take the child during the night and senior resident on duty advised that the opinion shall be obtained during the day time.  The child remained clinically stable in night and had semi solid food and water.  Next morning, the child had milk and khichri.  At the time of discharge, the child was clinically stable, was accepting semisolids and liquids by mouth, vocalizing and indicating his needs.  As per record, SI Shri Umesh Singh informed Child Line ‘Salam Balak Trust’ on 11th December, 2011 at 11.20 a.m. about discharge planning of master Deepak.  Proper discharge slip mentioning the details of the medical treatment to be continued alongwith evaluation for possibility of drug addiction/any psychiatric disorder was prepared.  Shr. Amit Kumar team member of Child Line arrived at 12.30 p.m. and the child was handed over to him alongwith discharge slip and for necessary opinion in this case. Next day on 12th December, 2011, the child was brought back to Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital and was re-admitted at 1.10 p.m.  At the time of admission, it was not clear whether the necessary opinion, as advised was obtained or not.  Seeing the condition of the child and the presumptive diagnosis made on the basis of basic preliminary investigation, the child was started with IV fluids, injection Meropenem, ATT alongwith periodic vital records.  During this stay in hospital also Child Line (1098) did not provide regular attendant to take care of the child.  Master Deepak expired on 13th December, 2011 at 6.30 p.m.  The body was handed over to the police and was deposited in Sabzi Mandi mortuary by ASI Umed Singh, IO in this case on 14th December, 2011.  On request received from Home Department of Police, a medical board of doctors for conducting postmortem was constituted by H&FW Department and the postmortem was conducted in MAMC/LNH mortuary.  The report of this post-mortem examination is not available with Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital.  Consequent upon the complaint received from the office of the Child Welfare Committee Seva Kutir Complex, Delhi and to establish/rule out any lapse/negligence on the part of staff involved in the case and the treatment of Master Deepak, three Member Committee was constituted by the hospital administration.  The Committee examined the records in detail and obtained returned statement from the staff (doctors and nurses) who were responsible for giving care to the child in Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital.  The Committee concluded that “without prejudice the committee is of the opinion that there was no medical negligence by the concerned officials at the time of discharge on the earlier occasion as well at the time of death on 13th December, 2011 at 6.30 p.m. of Shri Deepak from the department of paediatric, Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital.  Moreover, all the officials concerned acted swiftly in their professional capacity and exercised and acted judiciously to safeguard the interest of the patient.  It is pertinent to note further that all the decisions taken and the treatment given by the doctors was solely on the basis of clinical findings and, hence, the predominant views of the Committee members is purely based on clinical parameters rather than any other procedures”.  In the light of the above fact in this case, there seem to be no medical negligence in providing care and necessary medical treatment to the child inspite of significant constraint due to non-availability of dedicated attendant to take care of the needs of the child.  Master Deepak required an opinion from the other hospital due to episodic violent behaviour and for that the child line worker was well explained alongwith the details of treatment to be continued.  It seems that the advice was not taken seriously by them.  
On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee Dr. Ritu Chopra admitted that it was her decision to discharge the patient on 10th December, 2011, as he was clinically stable and required psychiatric evaluation which was not available at Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital.  

Dr. Rajesh Prasad, H.O.O., Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital in his written statement averred that he was on leave on 10th December, 2011 and 11th December, 2011 being Sunday.  He had seen this child only from 12th December, 2011 onward.  On Monday, 12th December, 2011 the child Master Deepak was admitted in the paediatric ward at around 1.00 p.m., brought by social workers of Salam Balak Trust.  The child was earlier admitted on 9th December, 2011 and discharged on 11th December, 2011.  The child was brought in a very sick condition with cold extremities and feeble pulse.  The child was very cachexic and malnourished.  The child was drowsy and responding to painful stimuli only.  The pupils were bilaterally equal and reacting to light.  There was tachycardia.  On auscultation, the chest had crepts bilaterally and there was decreased air entry on the right side.  The child’s previous x-ray showed infiltrates on the right upper lobe suggestive of pulmonary Kochs.  A provisional diagnosis of bronchopneumonia with suspectd pul. kochs with probable sepsis and associated malnourishment was made and investigated accordingly.  The x-ray machines was not working, so repeat x-ray could not be done.  The child was treated with IV fluids, oxygen, injection meropenam, antribubercular drugs, chloroquine and ranitidine. The child was put on vital monitors.  The general condition was not satisfactory and there was no attendant available with the patient.  The patient’s peripheral pulses were feeble, that improved after giving IV bolus and the blood pressure was stable.  The child’s condition remained the same till about 1.00 p.m. in the afternoon (13.12.2011) when the child became unconscious, general condition very sick, cold peripheries and high pulse rate.  The pupils were normal and reacting to light.  There was no attendant available with the patient till then.  The child had tachycardia and low volume pulse so dopamine infusion was started at 2.00 p.m.  The child had cold peripheries and the blood pressure was not recordable.  IV bolus of normal saline was given followed by IV sodabicarb and injection adrenaline but the child’s condition did not improve.  The patient started gasping at 5.30 p.m. and was intubated and emergency CPR started as per protocol but the child could not be revived, despite all efforts and was declared dead at 6.30 p.m.  As it was a non MLC case, the senior resident and casualty medical officer on duty tried to contact the social workers concerned but they did not respond.  The investigating officer of Kotwali Police Station was contacted but he refused to take charge of the dead body without a new MLC.  So MLC was prepared at 11.00 p.m. by the CMO on duty and the dead body was handed over to the duty constable.  
Dr. Avantika Khari, Paediatrician, Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital in her written statement averred that she was working as senior resident in paediatic department of Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital and she received and admitted the patient Master Deepak at around 12.30 p.m. on 12th December, 2011 brought by an attendant with Child Welfare Branch Magistrate Order and admission.  On examination, the general condition of the patient was not satisfactory, unconscious withdrawal to painful stimulus had hypovolemia, was given fluid challenge  and responded to it and rest treatment started in the form of I/V fluid injection menopenum, injection rentac, tablet forcox, tablet lariago, tablet PCM (through RT) and investigations were sent.  No attendant was available since 4.00 p.m.  The investigations report collected showed counts high.  Since, no attendant was available, she called up the child helpline and asked for the attendant; replied that no attendant will be available for twenty four hours for the patient at 9.30 p.m.  She completed her duty next day on 9.00 a.m. and handed over the patient to her colleague.  The patient was hemodynamically stable with the same general condition.  
On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. G.P. Kaushal, Medical Superintendent, Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital confirmed that Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital does not have any social services personnel employed in the hospital.  

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the patient a 12 years old male child named Deepak s/o  Shri Ravi Thakur was admitted in Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital on 9th December, 2011 at 5.30 p.m. vide MLC No.2541/11.  The child was found near Chandni Chowk Metro Station by the police.  He was sick for sometime as evidence by the presence of contractures on arms and legs, kyphoscoliosis, sinuses on chest and severe malnutrition besides having scabies and pediculosis.  After appropriate investigations and  treatment, the child showed improvement.  However, there were episodes of violent behaviour in form of chewing of IV lines and also tearing of the clothes as stated by the HOD, Paediatrics of the said hospital.  A possibility of drug abuse/withdrawal symptoms and/or other psychiatric illness was kept and need for psychiatric evaluation was considered from some other hospital, as the facility of psychiatric evaluation was not available in Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital.  At the same time, no attendant was available to take care of the daily needs of the child.  Inspite of best of the efforts and repeated call to the investigating officer, no attendant was provided.  

Since, the child had shown clinical improvement and was hemodynamically stable; he was discharged on 11th December, 2011 at 11.20 a.m. with the advice to continue recommended treatment and psychiatric evaluation.  The child was handed over to Shri Amit Kumar, a team member of Child Line.  
On 12th December, 2011 at 01.10 p.m., the same child was brought back to the Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital emergency in a serious condition.  The necessary treatment was started; however, inspite of the best efforts, the child expired on 13th December, 2011 at 6.30 p.m.  His body was handed over to the police for post-mortem.  The post-mortem report showed disseminated tuberculosis as the cause of death.  

Based on the available hospital records and statements of the treating doctors of Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, it is clear that this child was provided appropriate treatment during his stay in the said hospital and the justification given for discharge on 11th December, 2011 for psychiatric evaluation (as the facility was not available in Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital) is found to be satisfactory.
In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of doctors of Aruna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, in the treatment administered to late Master Deepak.

Matter stands disposed. 

Sd/:



      

Sd/:


   
(Dr. Subodh Kumar)    


(Dr. Ashwani Goyal)    

Chairman,




Delhi Medical Association,


Disciplinary Committee 
 

Member,


          


         

Disciplinary Committee


Sd/:

(Dr. A.P. Dubey)

Expert Member,

Disciplinary Committee 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 16th April, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 19th April, 2018.  

      






      By the Order & in the name of 






      Delhi Medical Council 








                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                               Secretary

Copy to :- 
1) Shri Ravi Thakur, r/o, Patri Gate No.5, Chandi Chowk, Delhi, Through, S.H.O. Police Station Kotwali, Delhi-w.r.t. DD No.2 B dated 14.02.11 U/S 174 CrPC PS Kotwali, Distt. North, Delhi-with a request to serve this Order upon Shri Ravi Thakur.

2) Dr. Pranav Gupta, Senior Resident, Through Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, New Delhi-110054.

3) Dr. Ritu Chopra, Spl. Gr-I (HOD) Paediatrics, Through Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, New Delhi-110054.

4) Dr. Rajesh Prasad, Chief Medical Officer, Deptt. of Paediatrics, Through Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, New Delhi-110054.
5) Dr. Avantika Khari, Junior Resident, Through Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, New Delhi-110054.

6) Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, Senior Resident, Through Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, New Delhi-110054.

7) Dr. Udit Kumar Parwan, Junior Resident, Through Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, New Delhi-110054.
8) Medical Superintendent, Arurna Asaf Ali Govt. Hospital, New Delhi-110054.

9) S.H.O. Police Station Kotwali, Delhi-w.r.t. letter No.1098/SHO-PS Kotwali/North/Delhi dated 04.03.2015 in DD No.2 B dated 14.02.11 U/S 174 CrPC PS Kotwali, Distt. North, Delhi-for information. 





             
     (Dr. Girish Tyagi)   





                   Secretary
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