DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1922/2/2018/                     ​                                                 5th June, 2018          

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a representation from Police Station, Pandav Nagar, Delhi, seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Tarundeep Bharti, s/o Shri Dr. N.K. Bharti, r/o-591/29 F, Vishwas Nagar, Sehdev Gali, Pandav Road, Shahdara, Delhi-110032, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Sahil Virmani, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s son Master Rudraksh at Virmani Hospital, Plot No.08, Commercial Complex, Mayur Vihar, Phase-II, Delhi-110091.  

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 21st May, 2018 is reproduced here-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from Police Station, Pandav Nagar, Delhi, seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Tarundeep Bharti, s/o Shri Dr. N.K. Bharti, r/o-591/29 F, Vishwas Nagar, Sehdev Gali, Pandav Road, Shahdara, Delhi-110032 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Sahil Virmani, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s son Master Rudraksh (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Virmani Hospital, Plot No.08, Commercial Complex, Mayur Vihar, Phase-II, Delhi-110091(referred hereinafter as the said Hospital).
The Disciplinary Committee perused the representation from Police, complaint, written statement of Dr. Sahil Vermani, Dr. Harish Virmani of Virmani Hospital and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person :-

1) Dr. Sahil Vermani
Paediatrician, Virmani Hospital

2) Dr. H. Virmani
Medical Superintendent, Virmani Hospital
The complainant Shri Tarundeep Bharti failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee, inspite of notice. 
In the interest of justice, the Disciplinary Committee decided to proceed with the matter in order to determine it on merits.
It is noted that as per the complaint it is alleged that complainant Shri Tarundeep Bharti son Master Rudraksh was born on 20th February, 2015 in Virmani Hospital and was having routine vaccination from Dr. Sahil Virmani.  On 26th July, 2016, he visited Virmani Hospital for vaccination (15-18 months) where Dr. Sahil Virmani injected three months old expired vaccine (quadrovax, seram Institute of India) in the body of his five months old son; the vaccination had already been expired in April, 2016,  On the same day at midnight, his son suddenly got ill and very next day morning i.e. 27th July, 2016, he visited with his son again at Virmani Hospital, where emergency doctor told him that it was a minor attack due to expired vaccination given to his child.  Dr. Sahil Virmani and emergency doctor advised him to get the child admitted.  The action of administering expired vaccine constitutes an act of medical negligence and strict action be taken against Dr. Sahil Virmani.  
Dr. Sahil Virmani, Paediatrician, Virmani Hospital in his written statement averred that the vaccination in question Quadravax was first administered to the patient on 15th May, 2015.  During the time of first dose of Quadravax vaccination of the baby on 15th May, 2015, the sticker in question was put on demand by the complainant.  The sticker pasted is when the patient was ten weeks old.  At that time, the vaccine was very much in date and not expired, as claimed by the complainant.   The date and the vaccination were appropriate according to IAP (Indian Academic of Paediatrician) protocols and the vaccine was then repeated on 22nd June, 2016 when the baby was fifteen months old.  The vaccine Quadravax was given on the date of the aforesaid complaint on 26th July, 2016 when the patient was 18 months old.  The sticker in question pointed out by the complainant does not belong to vaccine given on 26th July, 2016 and is misinterpreted falsely by the complainant.  Stickers of the vaccine are only put when the vaccine is first introduced after birth for maintaining the same brand for simplicity and better compliance and response.  In this case to differentiate acellular from whole cell vaccine every time, he vaccinates a child.  However, the vial and the carton bearing the date are given to the patient which is doubly checked as default by him and his OPD staff.  Also the central purchased, as governed by the hospital, confirms a purchase of vials brought few weeks before with printed batch of serum Institute of India which are issued and stocked only after checking the date, hence, the question of batch being not in date is completely false and a baseless allegation.  The complainant has been anxious and worried about the fever post-vaccination on 26th July, 2016.  As already explained to the patient, vaccine is bound to cause a health immune response to the baby and the presence of fever in post twenty four hours of vaccination is a proof that the vaccine has caused and raised the necessary immunity in the baby and has been effective.  The baby was brought at 7.00 a.m. the next day on 27th July, 2016 with a ? febrile seizure, the duty doctor has seen the child and examined him to have no evidence of seizure and just fever to which prompt medication was given and he was duly informed, however, to allay the anxiety of the complainant, the child was advised admission for observation to which they refused.  This whole issue has been a false allegation and misinterpreted by the complainant, as being an out of date vaccine, like said before, the sticker was put when Quadravax was first put to the child on 15th May, 2015.  However, because of no medical background, the complainant has attached documents supportive by the American Institute of Paediatrics and the official website of Quadravax vaccine that if the vaccine is inadvertently administered beyond the date of expiry, it does not cause any harm or morbidity to the baby.  The expired vaccine only needs to be repeated to generate vaccine response.  The vaccine viability fails post date and expired vaccine do not cause any fever or immune response to the baby as their potency declines.  As a health care provider and paeditrician, the way the complainant is accusing him of something which is not true is disturbingly baseless, false and mentally agonizing, the child in question has been under his care for the past 18 months and this misinterpretation of a sticker has created an issue which ceases to exist in all evidences attached and mentioned above.   To summarise the sticker in question belongs to the vaccine Quadravax first administered to the patient on 15th May, 2015, he would like to comply to all necessary steps required to validate that the child has been in safe hands and is 100% fine post-vaccination till date.  The only response that occurred was fever post vaccination which is a predictable necessary signifying immune response post-vaccination.  He understands that as a paediatrician it is part of his profession to see worries and anxieties of his parents with small doubts and concerns regarding the child health.  He has always in all his capacity has allayed all doubts concerns of the complainant in question and this whole episode is just a misinterpretation and nothing else.  He appeals to the Delhi Medical Council to validate the facts and re-assure the complainant on his behalf that their child is safe and 100% fine and the question of medical negligence is baseless, false and bears no evidence whatsoever.  
In view the above, the Disciplinary Committee observed that baby Rudraksh Bharti was given quadrivalent vaccine (Quadravax) of Serum Institute of India containing DTwP+Hib. The baby had febrile convulsion after vaccination which is a known adverse effect of DTwP vaccine; later the child was treated and recovered fully. The vaccine vial sticker shows expiry date as April, 2016 whereas it seems that this vaccine was given on 26th May, 2016 (after the expiry date). Dr. Sahil Virmani in his defense stated that first dose of the said vaccine was given on 15th May, 2015 and the sticker was put on that date on demand by the parent. Thus the vaccine was given before the date of expiry. Dr. Sahil Virmani further stated that he only puts the sticker when the vaccine is given for the first time for maintaining the same brand for simplicity and he does not put any sticker on subsequent doses. The Disciplinary Committee observes that it is always better to put vaccine sticker every time, to avoid complaints of present nature. Dr. Sahil Virmani has further stated that expiry date vaccine does not cause any side effects but it should not imply that in future also he can give vaccine after the expiry date as well.  Although, there is no medical negligence in this case, however, Dr. Sahil Virmani is advised to follow the recommendations for immunization properly, so that the child gets full benefit of the vaccine. 
Matter stands disposed.
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The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 21st May, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 25th May, 2018. 

    






             By the Order & in the name of 






             Delhi Medical Council 








                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                      Secretary

Copy to :- 

1) Tarundeep Bharti, s/o Shri Dr. N.K. Bharti, r/o-591/29 F, Vishwas Nagar, Sehdev Gali, Pandav Road, Shahdara, Delhi-110032.

2) Dr. Sahil Virmani, Through Medical Superintendent, Virmani Hospital, Plot No.08, Commercial Complex, Mayur Vihar, Phase-II, Delhi-110091.  
3) Medical Superintendent, Virmani Hospital, Plot No.08, Commercial Complex, Mayur Vihar, Phase-II, Delhi-110091.  

4) S.H.O., Police Station Pandav Nagar, New Delhi-w.r.t. letterNo. Dy. No.1722 dated 08.08.16-for information. 






             
       (Dr. Girish Tyagi)   
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