
DMC/F.14/DC/Comp. 2002/2/2019/ 


                               27th August, 2019
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined complaint of Shri Sher Singh s/o Shri Charan Singh r/o House No.RZ-162, R Block, Near Roshan Pura, Najabgarh, New Delhi-110043, forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi, in the treatment administered to the complainant.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 8th July, 2019 is reproduced herein-below :-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined complaint of Shri Sher Singh s/o Shri Charan Singh r/o House No.RZ-162, R Block, Near Roshan Pura, Najabgarh, New Delhi-110043(referred hereafter as the complainant, forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), in the treatment administered to the complainant.

The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, joint written statement of Dr. P.K. Gupta, Senior Consultant, General and Laparoscopic Surgery, Dr. Kaushal Kejriwal, Associate Consultant, General and Laparoscopic Surgery of Rockland Hospital, reply of Dr. Priti Chadha, Deputy Medical Superintendent, Rockland Hospital, copy of medical records of Rockland Hospital, copy of medical records of Medanta Medcity Hospital and other documents on record. 

The following were heard in person :-

1) Shri Sher Singh 
Complainant 

2) Dr. P.K. Gupta 
Senior Consultant Surgeon, Rockland 





Hospital

3) Dr. Kaushal Kejriwal
Consultant General Surgery, Rockland 






Hospital

4)   Dr. Dheeraj
Medical Superintendent, Rockland 



Hospital


The complainant Shri Sher Singh alleged that he consulted Rockland Hospital on 19th February, 2015, as he was suffering from pain abdomen.  The doctor advised him urgent surgery, telling him that otherwise his life would be endangered.  He was advised investigations and told to get admitted for the surgery scheduled for 20th July, 2015.  He got admitted in the Rockland Hospital on 19th July, 2015 and underwent surgery on 20th July, 2015.  On the third post-operative day, he suffered from acute pain in abdomen; the doctors told him that he was alright and prescribed him only pain killers.  But when he was not relived of his acute pain, he was referred to Medanta Hospital, Gurgaon on 1st August, 2015.  The doctors at Medanta Hospital told him that because the surgery at Rockland Hospital was not done properly, infection has spread in his body.  He was, thus, again operated on 2nd August, 2015; after which, he got relived from the pain.  He requests the Delhi Medical Council to take strict action against the doctors of Rockland Hospital for the medical negligence committed during surgery on 20th July, 2015.   
He further stated that inspite of requesting for repeated discharge (as his condition was not being managed properly at Rockland Hospital), the doctors did not pay heed to his request and when he was finally discharged on 1st August, 2018; the hospital did not provide him any ambulance and his family had to make arrangement for the same on their own.  
Dr. P.K. Gupta, Senior Consultant Surgeon, Rockland Hospital stated that the complainant Shri Sher Singh was diagnosed to be suffering from carcinoma of the sigmoid colon and was planned for left hemicolectomy. The complainant was admitted in the hospital on 19th July, 2019 and his (the complainant) bowel preparation was done.  On 20th July, 2015, the complainant was taken for the surgery after pre-anaesthesia clearance.  A left hemicolectomy and end to end anastomosis was done and drains put.  The complainant was stable in the initial post-operative period.  But later on, the complainant complained of distension of abdomen and not passing flatus or stool.  But drain contents did not reveal any anastomotic leak.  But later on his (the complainant) complaints aggravated and the complainant was investigated and anastomotic leak was found.  The complainant and his (the complainant) attendants were counselled for re-exploration of abdomen.  But they decided to take away the complainant against medical advice to some other hospital on 1st August, 2015.  All the complaints of the complainant during his (the complainant) stay in the hospital were addressed and managed promptly and accordingly.  The attendants took away the complainant at their own will and amicably.  It is unfair of them to allege any medical negligence.  
Dr. Kaushal Kejriwal, Consultant General Surgery, Rockland Hospital reiterated the stand taken by Dr. P.K. Gupta. 

On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee Dr. Dheeraj, Medical Superintendent, Rockland Hospital stated that as per the protocol, they do not provide ambulance in case of patient going LAMA or discharge on request. 
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations :-

1) It is observed that the complainant a 54 years old male with complaints of pain abdomen, uneasiness and distention was admitted in the said Hospital on 19th July, 2015.  After assessment and investigations, the complainant was diagnosed as case of carcinoma-descending colon.  He underwent left hemicolectomy under G.A. on 20th July, 2015.   The surgery was performed by Dr. P.K. Gupta and assisted by Dr. Kaushal Kejriwal.  Post-operatively, the complainant complained of pain abdomen, his drain output on 21st July, 2015 was 100 ml sero-sanguinous, on 22nd July, 2015 and 23rd July, 2015, drain-minimal, on 24th July, 2015, drain was nil.  Thereafter from 24th July, 2015, the dressing was found to be soaked, hence, changed accordingly.  On 25th July, 2015, the complainant was again found to be complaining of pain abdomen, had soaked dressing which was changed.  On 26th July, 2015, the abdomen was distended, drain output was minimal, serous; dressing soaked.  On 27th July, 2015 (7th post operative day) drain-100 ml (serous), dressing soaked and changed.  The KFT report on 28th July, 2015 was urea-56.2, creat-1.03, Na + -140, K +-3.93.  Again on 28th July, 2015, drain-minimal, dressing soaked, changed.  Similarily, on 30th July, 2015, dressing soakage ↓↓, drain-minimal.  On 31st July, 2015, there is complaint of pain abdomen, not passed flatus, stool abdomen distress +.  The+ complainant was throughout managed conservatively and on 1st August, 2015 discharged on request.  The histopathology report dated 27th July, 2015 on the specimen of left hemicolectomy was consistent with a moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma of the colon.  

On 1st August, 2015, the complainant was admitted in Medanta, The Medicity.  He was diagnosed was anastomotic leak following left hemicolectomy.  He underwent exploratory laparotomy, peritoneal lavage, dismantling of colorectal anastomosis and end colostomy with closure of rectal stump, on 2nd August, 2015, and thereafter discharged on 25th August, 2015.  The patient developed postoperative complications which required ventilatory support and tracheostomy in ICU.  He was again admitted in Medanta, The Medicity on 29th December, 2015 for closure of loop ileostomy and Hartman’s reversal done in August, 2015 at Medicity Hospital.  He underwent the surgical procedure on 30th December, 2015 and thereafter discharged on 3rd January, 2016.  

2) It is observed that anastamotic leak after colonic surgery especially on left side is a serious but known complication. The anastamosis can leak on any postoperative day and could be due to various factors besides surgical technique. In the present case patient was clinically stable for intial 2-3 days but probably developed anastamotic leak subsequently. If leak is small as it happens initially there may not be any feculent material in the drains.  Unfortunately in the present case there was an anastamotic leak which lead to serious postoperative complications.  A high index of suspicion could have diagnosed it earlier and probably reduced the adverse outcomes due to anastamotic leak. There is nothing to suggest that the treating surgeon was negligent in managing the patient before, during or after the surgical procedure.    

3) It is further observed that the practice by the Rockland Hospital of not providing ambulance if the patient goes LAMA or is discharge on request is highly objectionable.  It is the prerogative of the patient, to shift to another hospital, if for any reason he is not satisfied with the treatment being provided to him at a particular hospital.  The concerned hospital namely Rockland Hospital, in this case, was expected to facilitate the transfer of the patient to another hospital by arranging for ambulance.    
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of the doctors of Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi, in the treatment administered to the complainant at Rockland Hospital. 

Complaint stands disposed. 
Sd/:



    Sd/:

   
     Sd/:       
(Dr. Subodh Kumar)      
(Dr. Ashwini Dalmiya)
     (Dr. R.S. Mohil)

Chairman,

         Delhi Medical Association,    Expert Member

Disciplinary Committee   Member,


Disciplinary Committee 
                                    Disciplinary Committee
 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 8th July, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 2nd August, 2019.

By the Order & in the name       

 






             of Delhi Medical Council 








                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                      Secretary
Copy to:- 

1) Sher Singh s/o Shri Charan Singh r/o House No.RZ-162, R Block, Near Roshan Pura, Najabgarh, New Delhi-110043.

2) Dr. P.K. Gupta, Through Medical Superintendent, Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.

3) Dr. Kaushal Kejriwal, Through Medical Superintendent, Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.
4) Medical Superintendent, Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.
5) Deputy Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No.MCI-211(2)(Gen.)/2016-Ethics./153739 dated 22nd December, 2016-for information. 

                    






                (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

    








     Secretary
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