DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2127/2/2019/

                                             15th March, 2019
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a representation from police, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Smt. Arti alleging due to negligence in the treatment administered to late Arti resulting in her death on 19.04.2015 at DDU Hospital. 
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 14th January, 2019 is reproduced herein-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from police, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Smt. Arti alleging due to negligence in the treatment administered to late Arti (referred hereafter as the deceased), resulting in her death on 19.04.2015 at  DDU Hospital, Hari Nagar, New Delhi-110064 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital).

The Disciplinary Committee perused the representation from Police, written statement of Dr. A.K. Mehta, Medical Director, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Komal Arora and Dr. Hritul Madge, post-mortem report 666/15 dated 24.04.2015 subsequent opinion regarding cause of death in respect of the post-mortem report No.666/15 dated 24.04.2015, copy of medical records of Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital and other documents on record. 
The following were heard in person :-

1) Smt. Babita Panday
Complainant 


2) Shri Anant Panday
Husband of the Complainant 

3) Dr. Komal Arora
EX-SR, DDU Hospital

4) Dr. Neeta Bindal
HOD, CMO (SAG), DDU Hospital

5) Dr. Ritu Goyal
Spl. Gr I, DDU Hospital

6) Dr. A.K. Mehta
M.S., DDU Hospital


Dr. Hritul Madge failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee, inspite of notice. 
Dr. A.K. Mehta, M.S., DDU Hospital stated that Dr. Hridul Madge completed her DNB; she is no longer associated with the hospital.  
The Disciplinary Committee noted that the police in its representation has averred that on 21st April, 2015, an information was received at police station Chhawla, Delhi regarding that the deceased Smt. Aarti has been murdered by her-in-laws at H.No.A-35, Shivpuri, Goyala Dairy, New Delhi.  The same was lodged in DD No.29A and entrusted to SI Hari Singh for further necessary action.  I.O. reached at H.No.35, Shivpuri, Part-II, Deenpur, New Delhi and found a dead body of the Smt. Arti w/o Raju Pathak aged about 23 years.  During the course of enquiry, its revealed that date of marriage of the deceased under the seven years, so the concern SDM / Kapashera informed.  He visited the spot where the dead body was lying and recorded the statement Smt. Babita Pandey and Mr. Sonu Kumar.  Smt. Babita Panday stated that her sister marriage was solemnized on 2nd May, 2014.  She further stated that after the marriage, her husband and in-law harassing and demanding dowry.  They were did give the proper treatment when her sister was not feeling well.  On 19th April, 2015, she was admitted in the hospital due to labor pain and expired in DDU Hospital, New Delhi.   She further alleged that her sister died due to negligence in her treatment. 


Dr. Komal Arora, EX-SR, DDU Hospital in her written statement averred that the deceased Smt. Aarti with CR No.21353 was referred to DDU Hospital from RTRM Hospital in view of primigravida at 38+3 weeks period of gestation with pre-eclampsia with premature leaking of membranes on 19th April, 2015 at 10.02 a.m. in labour.  The deceased was augmented with infusion syntocinon and was fully monitored and progress followed during labour.  The deceased suddenly developed breathlessness and difficulty at 5.00 p.m. and collapsed.  On examination, blood-pressure and pulse were un-recordable and on bilateral chest auscultation, the deceased had crepitations.  Anaesthetist and physician were immediately called, CPR was done, but despite all resuscitative measures, the deceased could not be revived.  The relatives were later called by police around 10.25 p.m., as no relative was around for about five hours outside labour room after the incident.  They also refused post-mortem then.  Their provisional clinical diagnosis was amniotic fluid embolism and pulmonary embolism and as per their record, there has been no negligence on the part of the hospital.  
On being asked by the Disciplinary Committee, as to why injection Epidosin was given, Dr. Komal Arora stated that the same was as per protocol.  
Dr. Hritul Madge in her written statement averred that the deceased Smt. Aarti, CR. No.21353 was referred to DDU Hospital on 19th April, 2015 from RTRM Hospital in view of pre-eclampsia with premature rupture of membranes.  The deceased was admitted in DDU Hospital on the same day at 10.02 a.m., the deceased was examined on admission, part from a blood-pressure reading of 130/90 mmHg all the deceased’s parameters were normal.  After considering the reason of referral and since the deceased was already labour, a decision of augmentation with injection synntocinon was made based on her (the deceased) PV findings.  Labour was monitored vigilantly alongwith hourly measurement of the blood-pressure, fetal heart sounds (FHS) were auscultated.  All parameters were within normal limits, FHS was good.  Uterus was no-tense, non-tender with adequate uterine contractions, contour of uterus was maintained.  Progress of labour was optimum.  The deceased was alright until at around 5.00 p.m., the deceased developed acute onset difficulty in breathing.  The deceased’s chest revealed bilateral crepitations on auscultation.  The deceased was immediately given a propped up position, oxygen inhalation started by mask, physician and anesthetist on emergency duty were called.  The deceased started deteriorating fast and resuscitative measures started, CPR was also done.  However, despite all efforts, the deceased could not be revived.  A clinical diagnosis of ?amniotic fluid embolism? pulmonary embolism was made.  No relatives were available outside the labour room from 17.30 hrs to 22.15 hrs they were brought in by the police.  The relatives refused post-mortem and the body was, thereafter, handed over to them.  The deceased, during her short admission period at DDU Hospital, was carefully monitored and cared for.  No negligence was made by any of the doctors or staff attending her.  Despite her acute deterioration, she received prompt treatment by a multi-speciality team who made their best efforts to save the deceased.  

On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. Ritu Goyal Spl. Gr I, DDU Hospital stated that she was consultant on call at the time of this incidence and she was informed about the deceased at 5.00 p.m. by which time, she had collapsed.   

On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. Neeta Bindal, HOD, CMO (SAG), DDU Hospital stated that they do not have any written protocol relating to deliveries. 
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations :-

1) It is observed that the deceased Arti, 23 years old primigravida was admitted on 19/4/15 with premature rupture of membranes at term pregnancy.  Augmentation of labor was done with I/V Syntocinon, as she was also having pre eclampsia without severe features. As per the records and statement of doctors general condition was fair at the time of admission. No antenatal records regarding treatment were available. During the course of labor which was progressing normally as per the records patient developed shortness of breath and collapsed. CPR was done but she could not be revived.
2) It is observed that as per the records and statement of doctors it seems patient developed pulmonary oedema which was fatal in this patient. Patients of pre eclampsia are known to develop such complications which unfortunately can be fatal at times. Regarding blood in the peritoneal cavity at autopsy, again bleeding in the uterine musculature can occur which is not easy to diagnose specially if it has occurred on posterior surface. The management of this case has been done as per the standard protocol. 
In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed in the treatment administered to late Arti at DDU Hospital.

Matter stands disposed. 

Sd/:

Sd/:



 Sd/:
(Dr. Subodh Kumar)
(Dr. Ashwani Goyal)
   (Shri Rajesh Gupta)

Chairman,


Delhi Medical Association,  M.L.A,

Disciplinary Committee 
Member,


   Member,




Disciplinary Committee 
Disciplinary Committee

  
Sd/:

(Dr. Vijay Zutshi)

Expert Member,

Disciplinary Committee

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 14th January, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 28th February, 2019. 
   By the Order & in the name      








                of Delhi Medical Council 








                             (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                          Secretary

Copy to:- 
1) Smt. Babita Panday, w/o Shri Anant Kumar, VPO Bharthal, Sunal Wali Gali, Old Chaupal, Dwarka, Sector-26, Delhi. 

2) Dr. Hritul Madge, Through Medical Superintendent, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital, Hari Nagar, New Delhi-110064

3) Dr. Komal Arora, Through Medical Superintendent, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital, Hari Nagar, New Delhi-110064

4) Medical Superintendent, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital, Hari Nagar, New Delhi-110064. 

5) SHO Police Station Chhawla, New Delhi-w.r.t. case FIR No.231/15 dated 21/04/15 U/S 498A/34 IPC PS Chhawla, New Delhi-for information. 
                            (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                                         Secretary
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