DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.3865/2/2024/                                                                29th October, 2024
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Mohd. Aftab, R/o-F-908, Inder Enclave, Phase II, Kirari, Delhi-110086, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, F-5& F6, Inder Enclave 2, Kirari, Delhi-110086, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s son Master Mohd. Yusuf.  
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 19th September, 2024 is reproduced herein-below :-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Mohd. Aftab, R/O- f-908, Inder Enclave, Phase II, Kirari, Delhi-110086 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, F-5& F6, Inder Enclave 2, Kirari, Delhi-110086, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s son Master Mohd. Yusuf (referred hereinafter as the patient).  
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, Medical Superintendent, Health Plus Multi Specialty Hospital, copy of medical records of Health Plus Multi Specialty Hospital and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person :-

1) Mohd Aftab


Complainant 


2) Farida Praveen


Wife of the complainant



3) Dr. Abdul Salam Khan 
Medical Superintendent, Health Plus 






Multispecialty Hospital 

The complainant Shri Mohd. Aftab alleged that his minor son namely Master Mohd. Yusuf (the patient), aged about 09.5 years old, who is a student of class IV, studying in Chaudahry Khushi Ram Public School, Inder Encalve, Phase-II, F-Block, Kirari, Delhi-110086.  The patient is a normal and healthy child; however, on 03rd March, 2023, the patients complained to his parents that the patient is having pain in the left ankle of his leg at the time of walking.  For three-four days, the normal home treatment was given to the patient; however, the pain did not subside and there was no relief from the pain. Thereafter, he (the complainant) on 07th March, 2023, approached Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, who told him (the complainant) that the patient would get relief within a week, if the patient takes the medicines and get the treatment prescribed by him (Dr. Abdul Salam Khan).  Believing the words of Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, he (the complainant) started the treatment of the patient as per the advice/prescription of Dr. Abdul Salam Khan.  Dr. Abdul Salam Khan asked him (the complainant) to get x-ray report of left ankle of the leg of the patient.  On 09th March, 2023, he after getting x-ray of the patient; approached Dr. Abdul Salam Khan with the x-ray report.  Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, after examining the x-ray report, he (Dr. Abdul Salam Khan) advised him (the complainant) that the bone of left ankle sustained infection and ten days plaster is required and, thereafter, when the plaster is removed, the patient would be completely ok.  When he agreed for that, the plaster was put upon the left ankle of the leg of the patient.  Immediately after putting-up of the plaster, the pain started increasing in the ankle of the patient and the patient started crying due to severe pain and was also not able to sleep.  The pain became unbearable day by day.  He, after seeing the unbearable pain of the patient, removed the plaster after five days.  Thereafter, he contacted Dr. Abdul Salam Khan and told him (Dr. Abdul Salam Khan) about the pathetic condition of the patient.  Dr. Abdul Salam Khan told that the left ankle bone of the patient was filled-up with pus and infection was developed substantially and to remove the infection and pus from the bone of left ankle and Cheera is required.  But he did not agree and he had a feeling that due to wrong diagnosis and the treatment, the bone of the left ankle developed infection and is filled with the pus.  Thereafter, he approached to some other private hospital namely Satyabhama Hospital Pvt. Ltd., RZ-10, Naresh Park, Najafgarh Road, Delhi-110041 and got started the treatment of the patient from there.  The doctors of the hospital conducted many tests of the patient i.e. blood, urine, x-ray, M.R.I., etc., and after the examination of the reports, the doctors told him (the complainant) that the bone of the left was filled with the pus and infection was developed and spread in the entire leg and also in the whole body of the patient due to the wrong treatment of Dr. Abdul Salam Khan.  Therefore, immediate surgery is required; otherwise the leg of the patient would be amputated/cut down.  The doctors also told that because of the infection, the jaundice was also developed in the body of the patient.  The doctors operated the leg of the patient and removed about two kilograms pus from the left leg of the patient.  The doctors also informed him that because of putting the plaster on the left ankle, the infection had suddenly increased and pus had filled-up in the bone and started spoiling the entire leg.  This is the reason for the serious condition of the patient.  The patient was admitted in the hospital for his treatment about thirty days during the period from 07th March, 2023 till 19th May, 2023.  The condition of the patient improved after the treatment started in the Satyabhama Hospital.  However, till date, the patient is not able to walk and the doctors are not sure about the patient’s future and still, the patient is under treatment and is having the medicines and physiotherapy.  Dr. Abdul Salam Khan is neither a qualified orthopaedic doctor, which is necessary to treat the bone related disease nor even a qualified doctor, despite this knowingly and deliberately, Dr. Abdul Salam Khan started the treatment of the patient and without having any experience and medical ground, he (Dr. Abdul Salam Khan) put the plaster on the left ankle, due to which, the infection spread into the entire leg and whole body, resulted into the multiple disease in the body of the patient, which also became the life threatening.  Dr. Abdul Salam Khan has intentionally and deliberately played with the life of the innocent patient.  Hence, Dr. Abdul Salam Khan has committed the cheating, fraud, criminal offence of medical negligence.  Because of the wrong treatment, given by Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, he (the complainant) and his family suffered financially, mentally, emotionally and physically also.  The education of the patient has also been affected, as the patient has stopped going to the school.  He has spend more than Rs.5,00,000/- on the treatment of the patient till date because of the wrong treatment, given by Dr. Abdul Salam Khan.  The treatment of the patient is still going on and it is also not certain that the patient will be completely alright as per the advices, given by the doctors.  In view of the above mentioned illegal and unlawful acts of Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, it is most respectfully prayed that proper investigation may kindly be conducted and appropriate legal action may also be taken against the above-said Dr. Abdul Salam Khan and an F.I.R. may also be registered under the relevant provisions of the Indian Penal Code.   
On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, complainant stated that the child never had any fever at the time of first presentation or even later till the plaster was removed and the child was taken to another hospital. 

Further, X-ray was done on 9th March, 2023 and they were informed that the child has a fracture and plaster was applied. The child cried continuously at night and was restless. An encircling plaster cast had been applied which was hard. The complainant further confirmed that the plaster was slit open by a surgical blade.
Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, Medical Superintendent, Health Plus Multi Specialty Hospital in his written statement averred that he is running a Charitable Hospital, being a licensed and experienced medical professional, as MD (Physician), registered with the Delhi Medical Council since 2007.  His qualifications and experience demonstrate his commitment to provide the quality medical care.  He has completed his JR ship in the Orthopaedic Department, Hindu Rao Hospital, Delhi and gained the valuable experience during the internship background in the orthopaedics contributes to his expertise in addressing musculoskeletal issues.  He has served in Delhi Government Dispensary under the North-West CDMO as a Medical Officer In-charge from September, 2010 to August, 2022.  During this period, he attended many training programs and posted in various government dispensaries.  He was awarded many times for his best performances.  On 07th March, 2023, the mother of the patient Master Mohd. Yusuf, a ten years old child, first time visited in the hospital with complaint of fever.  After the examination and clinical assessment, the medicines were advised.  On 08th March, 2023, the patient’s mother visited in his O.P.D. without accompanying the patient, complaining of pain in left foot.  As per the complaint, analgesic syrup (Ibugesic Plus) was advised and she was told to bring the patient in the O.P.D./emergency.  On 09th March, 2023, the patient visited the hospital with his mother, presenting a complaint of pain and swelling in the patient’s left foot.  Accordingly, on that date, x-ray was advised.  The patient was advised below know POP slab and advised to visit in the orthopaedic O.P.D.  On 12th March, 2023, the patient again visited the hospital in his (Dr. Abdul Salam Khan) O.P.D. with his mother.  Upon examination, the symptoms of jaundice were noticed and advised immediately to get L.F.T. (Liver Function Test) done and, thereafter, advised again to consult an orthopaedic doctor and the patient may need the M.R.I. and in the meantime, he also started the treatment for the jaundice as per the L.F.T. report.  The mother of the patient insisted for home remedies and did not adhere to the medical advices.  They did neither visit in the follow-up to the hospital nor consulted an orthopaedician.  Furthermore, on 18th March, 2023, the maternal uncle of the patient visited the hospital with the M.R.I. report of the patient but without accompanying the patient.  He requested to give the treatment as per the M.R.I. report, which was denied by him. During the communication, he was told that they had consulted an orthopaedic doctor from Ortho Junction Hospital.  The perusal of the M.R.I. reports, suggested chronic osteomyelitis.  After which, an urgent operation to drain the pus in the patient’s foot was recommended.  However, he (Dr. Abdul Salam Khan) asked them to review with the orthopaedician again and he told the maternal uncle of the patient that their orthopaedic doctor was not available at their centre at that time.  However, he  recommended timely treatment of the patient in another hospital where the orthopaedic services were readily available.  He is willing to provide any further/detailed information or cooperation, required for a thorough examination.  He trusts that the investigation will bring clarity to the situation.  He would like to assure the Delhi Medical Council that he is available and open to any investigation to ascertain the facts surrounding this case.  The patient care is his utmost priority and he is committed to address any concerns about the said case.   
On being shown the prescription of Health Plus Multispecialty Hospital during the hearing of the Disciplinary Committee, Dr, Abdul Salam stated that the child presented with fever on 7th March, 2023 and suspecting enteric fever he staterd Pantaprazole 40 mg bd, Nimusilide + Paracetamol ½ tds, cefexime +ofloxacin ½ bd for 3 days and calcium Syp 10 ml bd. On 8th March, 2023 the patient was not brought to the hospital, he was informed about pain on foot and he advised Syp Ibugesic. On 9th March, 2023 the child visited the hospital with pain and swelling on left foot. His weight was recorded as 50 kg. Dr, Abdul Salam stated that he was suspecting soft tissue infection and advised Augmentin 625 mg bd, along with Zerodol SP 1 bd and Pantop 1bd, Calcium 1od and Ondenz 4mg bd. He also applied Sumag dressing over the foot and applied A pop SLAB, (which is not documented in the papers). On 10th March, 2023 the attendant of the patient informed about ‘gas’ and he (Dr, Abdul Salam) advised Syp Digene for gastritis.

On 12th March, 2023 he noticed discolouration of eyes and advised LFT (total Bilirubi was 8.3). He advised Udilip 300mg bd, chymoral forte, voveran SR ½ BD and liver tonic Regenerate. 

As per Dr, Abdul Salam, an Orthopaedic Surgeon is available in the hospital and he mentioned orthopaedic consult on 9th March, 2023 (however it is not documented).  

On 12th March, 2023 he cut the slab and referred to the Orthopaedic Surgeon, (but it is not documented).On 13th March, 2023 the child had fever, swelling, jaundice and pain. On 14th March, 2023 the patient was shown to some other doctor, since there is a stamp dated 14th March, 2023. On 18th March, 2023 Saturday night, the uncle of the patient informed him about the MRI report of osteomyelitis. He informed him to show to some orthopaedic doctor, since the orthopaedic doctor was not available at Health Plus Multispecialty Hospital at night.  

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations:-
1) It is noted that on 07.03.2023, the complainant Shri Mohd. Aftab consulted Dr. Abdul Salam at Health Plus Multi Specialty Hospital regarding his son Master Yusuf, 10years old, who as per the complainant had been complaining of pain in left ankle on walking since 03rd March, 2023. Dr Abdul Salam suspecting enteric fever  prescribed Pantaprazole 40 mg bd, Nimusilide + Paracetamol ½ tds, cefexime +ofloxacin ½ bd for 3 days and calcium Syp 10 ml bd.

On 8th March, 2023 the patient was not brought to the hospital, Dr Abdul Salam was informed about pain on foot and he advised Syp Ibugesic.

On 9th March, 2023 the child visited the hospital with pain and swelling on left foot. His weight was recorded as 50 kg. Dr. Abdul Salam stated that he was suspecting soft tissue infection and advised Augmentin 625 mg bd, along with Zerodol SP 1 bd and Pantop 1bd, Calcium 1od and Ondenz 4mg bd. He also applied Sumag dressing over the foot and applied A pop SLAB (which is not documented in the papers).

As per Dr. Abdul Salam, orthopaedic surgeon is available in the hospital and he mentioned orthopaedic consult on 9th March, however it is not documented.  

On 10th March, 2023 the attendant of the patient informed about ‘gas’ and he (Dr. Abul Salam) advised Syp Digene for gastritis.

On 12th March, 2023 Dr Abdul Salam noticed discolouration of eyes and advised LFT (total Bilirubin was 8.3). He prescribed Udilip 300mg bd, chymoral forte, voveran SR ½ BD and liver tonic Regenerate. On 12th March, 2023 he cut the slab and referred to the Orthopaedic surgeon, but it is not documented.

On 13th March, the patient had fever, swelling, jaundice and pain.

On 14th March, the patient was shown to some other doctor, since there is a stamp dated 14th March 2023.

On 18th March, 2023 Saturday night, the uncle of the patient informed him about the MRI report of osteomyelitis. Dr. Abdul Salam informed him to show to some orthopaedic doctor, since the orthopaedic doctor was not available at his hospital at night.
The patient was then admitted to Satyabhama Hospital on 19.03.2023 with history of having pain abdomen, yellow urine, pain left ankle joint, pus from left ankle joint, swelling of ankle and vomiting. He was diagnosed with ankle joint osteomyelitis with jaundice with sepsis with anemia. He was treated conservatively with antibiotics and thereafter underwent incision and drainage curate A saleration on 22-03-23 and discharged on 27-03-23. On 19-04-23 he underwent debridement and resuturing.
On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, complainant stated that the patient never had any fever at the time of first presentation or even later till the plaster was removed and the child was taken to another hospital. 

Further, X Ray was done on 9th March, 2023 (which reported small bony fragment is seen adjacent to 5th metatarsal bone? Secondary to infection; mild soft tissue swelling is seen in foot) and the complainant was informed that the patient had a fracture and plaster was applied. The patient cried continuously at night and was restless. An encircling plaster cast had been applied which was hard. The complainant further confirmed that the plaster was slit open by a surgical blade.
2) It is observed that the patient had acute osteomyelitis, presenting as fever on 7th March, 2023 though denied by parents. Dr Abdul Salam had given antibiotics on 7th March, 2023. The patient had pain and swelling on foot and the doctor suspecting soft tissue infection changed antibiotic to Augmentin and gave a plaster slab, unlikely to be a plaster cast, since a hard set plaster cast cannot be split with a surgical blade. 

3) Acute osteomyelitis might have been present from the start, but it can be challenging to diagnose immediately, particularly when the symptoms are not classic. Dr. Abdul Salam’s initial suspicion was of an enteric fever, which could have been reasonable given the presenting symptoms.
4) Dr. Abdul Salam administered antibiotics on 07.03.2023, which aligns with standard practice for suspected infections. The change in antibiotics to Augmentin and the use of a plaster slab on 09.03.2023 suggest an attempt to address the evolving condition. Though not written, but on the advise of the doctor, MRI was done suggests that the doctor was concerned and keen to know the diagnosis and did not neglect the case. The plaster slab was slit in the presence of pain was also an appropriate decision, however the doctor should have removed the entire plaster and not just slit it. 

5) The patient ultimately developed serious complications, including pus, jaundice, and sepsis, which required further intensive treatment.
6) The prescriptions of Dr Abdul Salam suffered from illegible writing and lack of proper documentation viz. - advice for orthopedic consultation not documented. 
The Disciplinary Committee concludes that Dr. Abdul Salam’s actions do not constitute medical negligence, given the challenges in diagnosing acute osteomyelitis and the treatment provided by him was in line with professional practices in such cases. However, Dr. Abdul Salam is advised to improve documentation practices, including recording all consultations, treatments, and referrals accurately. Proper record-keeping is crucial for maintaining comprehensive patient care and facilitating future reviews.

   Matter stands disposed.

Sd/:


              


  Sd/: 

                    

(Dr. Maneesh Singhal)     


(Dr. Alok Bhandari)                   

Chairman,


  


Delhi Medical Association,          

Disciplinary Committee 
       

         Member,                   


  


Disciplinary Committee

Sd/:







(Dr. Sumit Sural),






Expert Member,






Disciplinary Committee 
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 19th September, 2024 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 03rd October, 2024.  

                                                                                             By the Order & in the name of 








              
Delhi Medical Council 








                           
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)



                                                                                       
  Secretary 

Copy to :-
1) Mohd. Aftab, R/o- F-908, Inder Enclave, Phase II, Kirari, Delhi-110086.
2) Dr. Abdul Salam Khan, Medical Superintendent, Health Plus Multispecialty Hospital, F-5 &F-6, Inder Enclave 2, Kirari, Delhi-110086.
3) Medical Superintendent Nursing Home, Directorate General of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Nursing Homes Cell, 3rd Floor, DGD Building, S-1, School Block, Shakarpur, Delhi-110032-w.r.t letter No.F.23/300/Misc/DGHS/NHC/DMC/2023/1372 dated 24.07.2023- for information & necessary action.
4) National Medical Commission, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Phase-1, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077- w.r.t. letter no. F. No.-R-16018/72/2023/Ethics/061302 dated 26.12.2023- for information & necessary action.
                                                                                                                     (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                       




                                 
Secretary
Bottom of Form
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