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                 16th March, 2004 

Opinion of Delhi Medical Council in Complaint of Col. V.S. Chaudhary (Retd.) against VIMHANS Hospital

The Delhi Medical Council examined a reference of Police Department seeking opinion in complaint of Col. V.S. Chaudhary (Retd.) against VIMHANS Hospital. On perusing the complaint, documents supplied by the Police and statement of Dr. R.P. Arora, Chief Administrator, VIMHANS (copy enclosed), following are the findings of the Delhi Medical Council :-

1) That late Revant Chaudhary was initially admitted on 18th August, 2003 at VIMHANS for Polysubstance abuse with Psychotic feature and was discharged on 29th September, 2003.  He was again admitted on 5th November, 2003 for the same problem as an involuntary admission and was reported to be absconding on 11th November, 2003; subsequently his dead body was recovered from a railway track near Brar Square, Dhaula Kuan.

2) The Chief Administrator, VIMHANS in his reply has referred to Rule 18 of VIMHANS Hospital Rules and Regulations Psychiatry, wherein, it has been mentioned that the Psychiatry wards are not meant to confine patients using force and inspite of precautions occasional patients do abscond; in case of disturbed patients, it may be compulsory for relative or a paid attendant to be with the patient at all times.  

Contd…

( 2 )

It is also averred that this rule was in the knowledge of the complainant as he had signed the undertaking and also that the private attendant hired for late Revant Chaudhary, was from a private agency, M/s. Gurdev Nursing Attendants Bureau and, therefore, VIMHANS is not responsible for dereliction of duty on the part of the private attendant.  The Delhi Medical Council, however, is of the opinion that this argument is untenable, in view of the fact that the Bill No. Regd. No. 2354 dated 29.9.2003 raised by M/s. Gurdev Nursing Attendant Bureau in respect of admission of late Revant Chaudhary for the period 18.8.2003 to 29.9.2003 for Rs. 13,600/- has been countersigned by Dr. Jitender Nagpal, Consultant, VIMHANS and Shri Raman Kumar, Administrative Officer, VIMHANS.   The attendant charges in respect of the same bill has also been mentioned on Bill No. 13540 dated 29.9.2004 raised by VIMHANS and has been countersigned by Shri Raman Kumar Administrative Officer, VIMHANS.  The same agency was engaged again for providing a private attendant for Revant Chaudhary for his admission at VIMHANS on 5.11.2003, as is evident from the copy of “Request for attendant of Gurudev Nursing Attendant Bureau”, the same was submitted by VIMHANS Hospital.  

A relationship between VIMHANS and M/s. Gurudev Nursing Attendant Bureau can be inferred from the aforesaid facts, thus casting a liability on VIMHANS for lapses/omission on the part of the private attendant hired for late Revant Chaudhary.   

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary
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                 16th March, 2004 

Shri R.C. Gaur 

ACP

Lajpat Nagar

New Delhi 

Subject : Complaint of Col. V.S. Chaudhary (Retd.) against VIMHANS Hospital 

Ref. : Representation No. 2145/R.SHO/SN Puri dated 13.12.2003.

Sir,


With reference to your representation mentioned hereinabove, enclosed herewith, please find the opinion of the Delhi Medical Council in complaint of Col. V.S. Chaudhary against VIMHANS Hospital. 

Yours faithfully,

(L.D. Singh Uppal)

Administrative Officer

