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                 7th May, 2004 

Shri Surinder Kumar Vaid




Complainant 

2165, Rani Bagh,

Delhi – 110 034

Vs.

1)
Dr. P.S. Saharia





Respondents

43, Vaishali,

Pitampura,

Delhi – 110 034

        2)
Medical Superintendent


Jaipur Golden Hospital


2, Institutional Area,


Rohini

New Delhi – 110 085

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Surinder Kumar Vaid, forwarded by Medical Council of India alleging improper treatment and overcharging by the Respondent No. 1 & 2 in the treatment administered to the complainant’s wife Smt. Gayatri Vaid at Jaipur Golden Hospital.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Medical Superintendent, Jaipur Golden Hospital, Dr. P.S. Saharia, case papers of Jaipur Golden Hospital and heard the following in person  :-

- Shri Surinder Kumar Vaid 

- Dr. P.S. Saharia

- Dr. S.K. Joshi

Medical Superintendent, Jaipur Golden Hospital 

Contd…

( 2 )

Smt. Gayatri Vaid underwent Microlaryngeal Surgery, Endoscopic Sinus Surgery and Septoplasty on 24.4.2000 at Jaipur Golden Hospital, which was performed by Respondent No. 1.  The Respondent No. 1 in his written statement has averred that bilateral vocal nodules were removed and the specimen was handed over to the OT staff for biopsy alongwith the requisition form.   

The Medical Superintendent of Jaipur Golden Hospital in his reply stated that it was not considered necessary to biopsy the tissue.  Dr. Ashok Vaid took no part in the aforesaid procedure.  

The genesis of the allegation of overcharging is in the final bill No. 56158 dated 26.4.2000 of Jaipur Golden Hospital, as the same reflected a fee of Rs. 4,125/- having been charged in the name of Dr. Ashok Vaid as Surgeon fee in addition to Rs. 4,125/- being charged to Dr. P.S. Saharia as the Surgeon fee.  The Medical Superintendent in his reply has averred that for the three procedures mentioned hereinabove, the total surgeon fees was Rs. 8,250/- as per the hospital rate list and the same should have reflected against Dr. P.S. Saharia as he was the operating surgeon; the same was due to a billing error.  However, Respondent No. 1 in his statement has admitted that as a goodwill gesture in the department, he was within his right to share his fees with Dr. Ashok Vaid who had seen the case of Smt. Gayatri Vaid, in the first instance, and advised her surgery.  The same has been corroborated by the Medical Superintendent in his reply, which reflects acquiescence of such a practice by the management of Jaipur Golden Hospital. 

In view of the facts and circumstances mentioned hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that :-

(a) The act of sharing of his professional fees with Dr. Ashok Vaid by Dr. P.S. Saharia tantamount to fee splitting in violation of medical ethics.  Such practice needs to be curbed by the hospital authorities.  The hospital is directed to stop this practice.

(b) The failure of the Hospital administration in ensuring that the tissue removed by Respondent No. 1 was sent for histopathology shows the carelessness and indifferent approach on the part of the hospital.   The Hospital is directed to act more professionally and not to encourage the practice of fee splitting amongst doctors employed in the Hospital. 
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( 3 )

(c) The treatment administered by Dr. P.S. Saharia to Smt. Gayatri Vaid was in accordance with the prescribed standards of practice in such cases.  No medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. P.S. Saharia.  

Complaint stands disposed.

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Shri Surinder Kumar Vaid, 2165, Rani Bagh, Delhi – 110 034

2) Dr. P.S. Saharia, 43, Vaishali, Pitampura, Delhi – 110 034

3) Medical Superintendent, Jaipur Golden Hospital, 2, Institutional Area, Rohini, New Delhi – 110 085

4) Medical Council of India, Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road (Opp. Mata Sundari College, for Women), New Delhi – 110 002.  With reference to letter No. F.211(2)(42)/2000-Ethical./11774 dated 11th December, 2003 

(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary
