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      28th September, 2004

Smt. Shanti Devi





Complainant 

W/o. Late Harbans Singh

H.No. 50, Shiv Mandir,

Village Kondli, 

P.O. - Vasundhra Enclave, 

East Delhi – 110 096

Vs.

Medical Superintendent




Respondent

St. Stephen’s Hospital

Tis Hazari,

Delhi – 110 054

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Shanti Devi, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of St. Stephens Hospital, which resulted in amputation of her left hand from below elbow. The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint and case papers/medical records of St. Stephens Hospital provided by the Police Department.  No reply was filed by the respondent.   The matter was first listed on 25th May 2004 whereon the following were heard in person: -

- Dr. Rajindra Kumar
Consultant, Deptt. Of Orthopaedics, St. Stephens       Hospital

- Dr. Samanjay Mukherjee
Consultant, Deptt. Of Cardiology, St. Stephens Hospital

Contd…

( 2 )

The complainant did not attend the hearing on 25th May 2004.

The matter came up for second hearing on 29th July 2004 whereon the following were heard in person: -

· Smt. Shanti Devi


Complainant

· Shri Vazir Singh


Son of the complainant

· Shri Mishri Lal Verma

Brother of the complainant

The respondent did not attend the hearing in spite of notice.

Briefly stated the facts of the case are that Smt. Shanti Devi (referred hereinafter as the patient) was admitted with injury to the right leg following a road traffic accident.  The patient received treatment, which included multiple surgical operations, for the injury to the lower limb. During her stay in the hospital, she developed bluish discoloration of the left hand fingers.  She was examined by a Cardiologist.  Brachial artery angiography was done which showed a thrombus in the radial artery, the same subsequently developed into gangrene of the left hand and as a result below elbow amputation was done on 30-07-03, which has led to the filing of this complaint.

It was the allegation of the complainant that due to the negligence of a staff nurse in administration of an injection to her, she developed bluish discoloration in her left hand finger ensuing gangrene.

In our opinion, the assertion of the complainant is medically untenable. The plausible reason for manifestation of gangrene resulting in below elbow amputation was occlusion of radial artery by the thrombus and not due to any act of negligence on the part of treating doctors or staff of St. Stephen’s Hospital.

Complaint stand disposed.

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary

Copy to :-

1.
Smt. Shanti Devi, W/o. Late Harbans Singh, H.No. 50, Shiv Mandir, Village Kondli, 

P.O. - Vasundhra Enclave, East Delhi – 110 096

2. Medical Superintendent, St. Stephen’s Hospital, Tis Hazari, Delhi – 110 054.

3. Dy. Commissioner of Police, North District, Delhi – With reference to letter No. 30368/SO-DCP/North (AC-V), dated 14th November, 2004.

4. Principal Secretary (H & FW), Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, A-Wing, Players Building, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110 002.  With reference to letter No. 342/93/2003/H&FW/4015 dated 12th February, 2004.

(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary

