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O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Sukhwinder Kaur against Dr. T.S. Kler of Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, replies of Respondents, documents on record and heard the following in person :-

· Dr. T.S. Kler

In her complaint, the complainant has alleged medical negligence on the part of Respondent No. 1 in the treatment administered by him to the complainant’s husband Mehar Singh, 39 years old, who was  admitted  in  Escorts  Heart Institute and Research Center, with history of chronic atrial 

Contd…

( 2 )
fibrillation, Atrioventricular Block and dilated cardiomyopathy who received a VVI (single chamber) pacemaker in G.B. Pant Hospital in 1997.  He also had a history of ventricular tachycardia in 1997.

In April 2002, he was admitted in Escorts Heart Institute and Research Centre with class IV symptoms, and severe Left Ventricular Dysfunction for which a combo device was implanted.  Subsequently about six weeks later, cardioversion was attempted for atrial fibrillation which was unsuccessful.  The patient was discharged on medical treatment, but was readmitted seven weeks later with progressive heart failure from which he died on 18.8.2002.

The decision to implant the device was correct in contemporary medical practice.  After the patients demise, explantation of the device is essential to avoid the explosion hazard during cremation.

Consent for explantation from the patient’s family needs to be obtained alongwith their written approval for the use of device in another patient.

As regards, the functioning of the ICD component of the device is concerned, it is meant to treat only ventricular arrythmias.  It does not treat atrial fibrillation.  Thus, external cardioversion for Atrial fibrillation does not imply failure of the device.  

The patient died of progressive heart failure, which is not unexpected considering the natural history of this disease.  There is no medical negligence in the treatment administered by Dr. T.S. Kler.  It is observed that Dr. T.S. Kler and Escorts Heart Institute have erred by not obtaining consent of next of kin of the deceased prior to implanting the device into another patient.   He is advised to obtain consent in future before implanting used device taken from deceased person.

Complaint stands disposed.

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary
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Copy to :-

1) Smt. Sukhwinder Kaur, W/o. Late S. Mehar Singh, House No. 871, Dwarka Puri, Jagadhari, Distt. – Yamuna Nagar, Haryana

2) Dr. T.S. Kler, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre, Okhla Road, New Delhi – 110 025.

3) Medical Superintendent, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre, Okhla Road, New Delhi – 110 025

4) Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthiya Sewa Nideshalay, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110 032. With reference to letter No.F.23/3/PG/Med/DHS/2003-04/6192 dated 26.2.2004.

(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary

