DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1271/2/2017/

                                            14th July, 2017
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Omkar Sharma r/o. House No. 157A, Gali No. 13, Balvir Nagar, Nala Par, Shahadara, Delhi – 110032, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Jeevan Jyoti Clinic & Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s son late Sumit Kumar at Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital, GTB Chowk, Dilshad Garden, Delhi – 110096, resulting in his death on 2.10.2013.  
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 12th June, 2017 is reproduced herein-below :-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Omkar Sharma r/o. House No. 157A, Gali No. 13, Balvir Nagar, Nala Par, Shahadara, Delhi – 110032 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Jeevan Jyoti Clinic & Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s son late Sumit Kumar (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital, GTB Chowk, Dilshad Garden, Delhi – 110096 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), resulting in his death on 2.10.2013.  
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complainant, written statement of Dr. Rajiv Lochan of Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital, copy of medical records of Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital and other documents on record. 
The following were heard in person :-

1) Shri Omkar Sharma

Complainant 
2) Dr. Rajiv Lochan
Medical Superintendent, Jeevan Jyoti Clinic & Hospital

It is alleged by the complainant Shri Omkar Sharma that his son late Sumit Kumar, 36 years old male who was admitted in Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital on 30th September, 2013, died on 2nd October, 2013 due to medical negligence in the treatment administered to his son at Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital.  It was further stated that the doctors of Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital did not prognosticate him about the condition of his son during the admission, and neither informed him about the cause of death nor mentioned the same in the death certificate issued by Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital. 
Dr. Rajiv Lochan, Medical Superintendent, Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital in his written statement averred that on 30th September, 2013 at 10.00 p.m., son of the complainant Shri Sumit Kumar aged 36 years male, was brought L.A.M.A. from G.T.B. Hospital, Dilshad Garden, Delhi with history of high grade fever with chills for three days, nausea and vomiting for two-three days.  The patient was chronic alcoholic.   General and complete physical examination of the patient did not reveal any specific localizing cause for the fever.  No proper history was provided by the relatives/patient of any past illness.  No previous records of G.T.B. Hospital for elsewhere were provided by the attendants of the patient.  All routine and relevant investigations were done and the treatment was started accordingly.  On the morning of 1st October, 2013, the patient developed disorientation with agitation, restlessness and violent behaviour with sluggish response to verbal commands.  The patient was shifted to ICU for further management.  Inspite of repeated inquiries by the attending doctors, yet again, no past history of any illness or previous admissions was provided by the attendants.  At this stage, the patient’s differential-diagnosis was seizure disorder/acute onset encephalopathy/alcohol withdrawal/cerebro-vascular accident.  During the management, a MRI (head) and lumbar puncture was advised but the same were refused by the complainant and other attendants of the patient.  The patient was also seen by a psychiatrist at the hospital and he considered the possibility of acute delirium.  The patient was managed accordingly.  While the patient was in I.C.U., on repeated questioning by the ICU doctors, finally the patient’s sister provided the history that the patient was infact, under treatment from I.H.B.A.S for chronic alcoholism and some other brain problems (still no previous records were available).  The patient remained stable but disoriented throughout the day on 1st October, 2013.  On 2nd October, 2013 at 6.30 a.m., the patient had generalized tonic-clonic seizures following which the patient had a sudden cardio-respiratory arrest.  The patient was administered all relevant life-saving and resuscitative measures and the treatment.  The patient was also put on ventilator but the patient could not be revived despite his best efforts.  A call was given to the Delhi Police for needful.  The relatives and the police were advised to take the body for a CT scan of the head as well as post-mortem examination, as the cause of death could not be fully ascertained / explained.  The patients’ relatives were not willing for either and took away the dead body on their own.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the patient stayed in the said Hospital for 36 hours and was treated adequately.  However, the patient developed delirium on 1st October, 2013 and was managed for the same.  The psychiatrist opinion was sought and advised treatment was added.  The patient developed seizures on 2nd October, 2013 early morning and following that developed cardiac arrest and could not be revived.  It is noted that the patient was advised lumbar puncture and MRI brain.  The patient’s attendant, however, refused lumbar puncture (the same is documented in the records).  The MRI was also not carried out, since as per Dr. Rajiv Lochan, the patient’s attendants also refused the same (even though it is not documented in the records).  It is further noted that the patient had history of fever on 18th September, 2013 and was being treated at G.T.B. Hospital.  It is further observed that since the complainant refused for post-mortem of the patient after his death, even though the same was advised by the treating doctor, the cause of death in the case could not be ascertained.  
In light of observations made herein-above, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of doctors of Jeevan Jyoti Clinic & Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s son late Sumit Kumar at Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital, as the patient was treated as per accepted professional practices in such case.  
Complaint stands disposed.  
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The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 12th June, 2017 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 6th July, 2017.  







      By the Order & in the name of 








      Delhi Medical Council 








                   (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                               Secretary
Copy to :- 
1) Shri Omkar Sharma r/o. House No. 157A, Gali No. 13, Balvir Nagar, Nala Par, Shahadara, Delhi – 110032.

2) Dr. Rajiv Lochan, Through Medical Superintendent, Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital, GTB Chowk, Dilshad Garden, Delhi – 110096.

3) Medical Superintendent, Jeevan Jyoti Clinic and Hospital, GTB Chowk, Dilshad Garden, Delhi – 110096.
4) Superintendent (H-II), Health & Family Welfare Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, A-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002-w.r.t. letter No.F.378/35/2014/Complaint/H&FW/2619-20 dated 30.03/2015-for information. 
5) Medical Superintendent, Nursing Home, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032-w.r.t. letter F.No.23/284/NEZ/Comp./NH/DHS/HQ/13/2333-35 dated 08.01.2014 and w.r.t. letter File No.23/284/NEZ/Comp./NH/DHS/HQ/13-/23363 dated 30.04.2015-for information. 
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