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2)
Director 
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                            O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Mohd. Tahir, referred by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, alleging medical negligence on the part of Respondent 1 & 2, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s mother late Mustafiza (referred hereinafter as the patient) at St. Stephen’s Hospital (referred hereinafter as the said hospital). The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Director, St. Stephen’s Hospital, case papers/medical records of St. Stephen’s Hospital and other documents on record.  The following were heard in person :-

1) Shri Mohd Tahir

2) Dr. Navjeet Singh, St. Stephen’s Hospital

Contd…

( 2 )

Briefly stated the facts of the case is that the said patient was admitted in St. Stephen’s Hospital on 21.5.2004 with complaint of chest heaviness, sweating, palpitation, vomiting and diarrhoea for the last three days.  The patient had a history of diabetes mellitus, hypertension, Coronary Artery Disease and had a myocardial infarction 8 years back for which she was thrombolysed.  The ECG revealed ST segment changes in lead I, II, III and aVF alongwith Inversion in lead II.  The patient was put on Agramed with the consent of the complainant. She, however, continued to have episodes of ischemia and ECG changes were further observed on 22.5.2004.  She underwent CAG (Coronary Angiography) on 22.5.2004, subsequent to which, CABG was advised but the same was refused by the patient’s relatives.  The patient developed Bradycardia and expired on 22.5.2004 with diagnosis of myocardial infarction with pulmonary edema.  

It is the allegation of the complainant that the discontinuation of the Agramed and performance of Angiography contributed to the demise of the patient.  

The issue before the Delhi Medical Council was whether the Angiography in this case was warranted and if so was it done in a proper manner.  

In his written statement, the Director, St. Stephen’s Hospital while refuting the charges, stated that in view of the fact that the patient was having Refractory Acute Coronary Syndrome with ischemia manifesting as chest pain alongwith unstable ECG, the Angiography was necessary for determining the future line treatment and further management.  The condition of the patient as referred to in respondent No. 2 reply is documented in the records of the said hospital.  The Delhi Medical Council agrees with the explanation put forward by the Respondent No. 2 as Coronary Angiography being a diagnostic procedure is required to assess the condition of the patient for determining the line of treatment to be adopted.

In absence of postmortem, the Delhi Medical Council is not in a position to comment upon the performance of the Coronary Angiography procedure or any negligence as alleged by the complainant in respect of the same. 
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On the issue of discontinuation of Agramed, the explanation of the Respondent No. 2 that the same was not discontinued as alleged but only planned dosage was given is found to be satisfactory.  It is observed that 200 ml of the dose is not mandated under all circumstances and also Angiography after administration of Agramed is not contraindicated.  

In view of the above, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that the line of treatment adopted by Respondent No. 1 & 2 in the facts and circumstances in this case was in accordance with the accepted professional practice and no act of medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Navjeet Singh and St. Stephen’s Hospital in the treatment administered to late Mustafiza.

Complaint stands disposed.

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary

Copy to :-

1)
Mohd. Tahir, C-6/192, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi – 110 053

2)
Dr. Navjeet Singh, Through Director, St. Stephen’s Hospital, Tis Hazari, Delhi – 110 054

3) Director, St. Stephen’s Hospital, Tis Hazari, Delhi – 110 054

4) Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, A-Wing, Players Building, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110 002.  With reference to letter No. 342/73/2004/H&FW/5304 dated 17th June, 2004.

5) Medical Superintendent Nursing Homes, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthaya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032.  With reference to letter No. F.23/40/2003/DHS/NH/21664-67 dated 12th July, 2004. 

(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary

