DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1596/2/2016                                                                6th April, 2016
                          

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri Sanjay Babbar s/o Shri Joginder Pal Babbar r/o 3529, Raja Park, Shakur Basti,Delhi-110034 forwarded Public Grievance Monitoring System, Govt of NCT of Delhi,  alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. O.P.Pathani of  Lady Hardinge Medical College & Smt. Sucheta Kriplani Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s mother lat Smt. Rajni, resulting in her death on 27.04.2015.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 14th March, 2016 is reproduced herein-below-:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined  a complaint of Shri Sanjay Babbar s/o Shri Joginder Pal Babbar r/o 3529, Raja Park, Shakur Basti,Delhi-110034 (referred hereinafter as the complainant) forwarded Public Grievance Monitoring System, Govt of NCT of Delhi,  alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. O.P.Pathani of  Lady Hardinge Medical College & Smt. Sucheta Kriplani Hospital (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), in the treatment administered to the complainant’s mother lat Smt. Rajni, resulting in her death on 27.04.2015.  

The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. O.P. Pathani of Lady Hardinge Medical College & Smt. Sucheta Kriplani Hospital, copy of medical records and other documents on record.
The Executive Committee observes that the complainant essentially pertains to not being explained

1. The extent and seriousness of the disease

2. Nature and extent of surgery
Contd/:

(2)
3. Risk involved especially with cardiac comorbidities and advanced age
4. Consent taken under stress and misrepresentation of facts

5. Other treatment options available including radiation and stenting for palliation.
As per the records the growth involved the lower third/ Esophagogastric junction Siewert type I/II lesion. There is no definite consensus regarding the ideal treatment option in such patient and the options include chemoradiation, surgery and palliative procedures like stenting : all either alone or in combination. All the options have their own problems and limitation and therefore the modality of treatment is based on patient’s choice and his/her ability to undergo a particular treatment option. However, the overall survival has been very poor in these patients despite above mentioned treatments. In the present case as per the available records the disease was moderately advanced. Patient was referred from various hospitals to some higher centre for further treatment which itself explains the problem was not minor in nature . As the patient was a very high risk case for surgery chemoradiation/stenting was a viable option. According to the treating team they explained the high risk involved for surgery and a written consent was also taken for the same . However, as per their claim the option of chemoradiation/stenting and its non-availability at  Lady Hardinge Medical College & Smt. Sucheta Kriplani Hospital was explained to the patient and her relatives only “verbally”. The patient and her relatives requested discharge and decided to opt for surgery after a gap of almost a week voluntarily.

 It is difficult to verify the manner in which consent was taken but probably they had opted for surgery as the initial treatment . It would have been prudent for the treating team to explain the possible viable options which were equally effective in writing as that seem to be the 
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main source of complaint. This was more relevant in the present case as she had cardiac comorbidities which ultimately led to her death in immediate postoperative period as predicted by the treating  team itself.

In view of the observations made herein-above, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-facie no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of on the part of Dr. O.P.Pathani of  Lady Hardinge Medical College & Smt. Sucheta Kriplani Hospital , in the treatment administered to the complainant’s mother lat Smt. Rajni, resulting in her death on 27.04.2015

 Complaint stands disposed. “
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 Sd/:
(Dr. Arun Kumar Gupta) (Dr. Vinay Aggarwal)   (Dr. Satendra Singh)

Chairman,
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Sd/:




(Dr. R.S.Mohil)        
 Expert Member           
 Executive Committee  
The Order of the Executive Committee dated 14th March, 2016 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 18th March, 2016.
By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                         Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


      
  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                 
  Secretary

        Copy to :-

1) Shri Sanjay Babbar s/o Shri Joginder Pal Babbar r/o 3529, Raja Park, Shakur Basti,Delhi-110034.
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2) Dr. O.P. Pathani, through Medical Superintendent, Lady Hardinge Medical College & Smt.Sucheta Kriplani Hospital, Connaught Place, New Delhi.
3) Medical Superintendent, Lady Hardinge Medical College & Smt.Sucheta Kriplani Hospital, Connaught Place, New Delhi.

4) Addl. Secretary(PGR)/Director (Hospital Services) Government of NCT of Delhi, Health & Family Welfare Department, 9th Level, A-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002.(w.r.t.No.F.PGMS/H&FW/2015/977-979 dated 18.06.2015)-for Information.
5) SHO, Police Station, Mandir Marg, New Delhi-110001.(w.r.t. No.Dy. No358-C, Dt.2.6.15, PS Mandir Marg, New Delhi.)-for Information.
6) Secretary, Public Grievance Monitoring System, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, M-Block, Vikas Bhawan, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110110. (w.r.t. ID No.201532039)-for Information.

           





                                 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)
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