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           27th March, 2006 

Shri Rajender Singh





Complainant

Vill. Pedlayganj,

H.NO. C/45/5-A, 

Distt. Gorakhpur,

(UP)




 

Vs.

   
Chief Administrator





Respondent



VIMHANS 



1, Institutional Area,



Nehru Nagar,



New Delhi – 110065 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Rajender Singh, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence in the treatment administered to complainant’s son late Harpreet Singh (referred hereinafter as the patient)  (Regd. No. 65038), resulting in his death at VIMHANS (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), Nehru Nagar, New Delhi.    The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Chief Administrator, VIMHANS Hospital, medical records of VIMHANS Hospital and heard the following in person :-

1) Shri Rajender Singh

2) Dr. V.P. Singh, Senior Consultant, Neurosurgeon, VIMHANS

3) Maj. Gen. (Dr.) R.P. Arora, Chief Administrator, VIMHANS 

Briefly stated the facts of the case are that the patient, 22 years old male, with complaints of headache, fever with chills, episode of vomiting and difficulty in walking was admitted in the said Hospital  on  16.11.2004.   The  NCCT  done  on  15.11.2004  was  indicative of large mass in the 
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posterior part of the third ventricle with hydrocephalus.  The MRI brain on 16.11.2004 revealed mass lesion involving Posterior 3rd Ventricle going into left thalamus with sub-acute bleed in it and hydrocephalus.  Bilateral ventriculoperitoneal shunt was done on 17.11.2004.  On 20.11.2004, the patient was taken up for midline suboccipital craniectomy supracerebellar infratentorial approach and microsurgical tumour decompression.  He was post operatively electively ventilated.  The NCCT head done on 21.11.2004 revealed large residual tumour bleed with intraventicular bleed.  The brain stem reflexes were found to be absent on 21.11.2004 as well as again on 22.11.2004.  Subsequently he had cardiac arrest and was declared dead on 22.11.2004 at 2.30 pm.  

The following issues were determined by the Delhi Medical Council : -
1. The reasons for postponement of second surgery from 19.11.2004 to 20.11.2004 stated by the respondent are found to be acceptable.  It’s a normal practice in the hospitals to defer a major surgical procedure, if the first case posted on the same day takes much longer time than expected.  It is noted that in the present case the postponement of definitive surgery by one day did not contribute to the death of the patient since his neurological status on the 19.11.2004 as well as 20.11.2004 was same; as per the records.

2. The allegation of the complainant made in his written submission that the patient died on the operation table during the second surgical intervention was found to be incorrect.  As per the records of the said hospital, the vitals of the patient were recordable post-operatively from 20.11.2004 to 22.11.2004 i.e. till the ventilator was removed, with the consent of the patient’s relative.

3. It is alleged that the patient’s relative were not kept informed about the condition of the patient during hospitalization.  The respondent denied the allegation and stated the patient’s family was kept fully informed about the developments and that the family members had access to the patient during the restricted time that visitors are allowed into ICU.  It is observed that restricted entry in the ICU is a norm in all hospitals.  
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4. The line of treatment administered in this patient was in accordance with the accepted professional practice.  The post operative bleed into the tumour that lead to the death of the patient is a known complication of such surgical procedures.

5. In view of the findings made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council, no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of the respondent in the treatment administered to late Harpreet Singh.

Complaint stands disposed.
By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. R.N. Baishya)  

Registrar 

Copy to :-

1) Shri Rajender Singh, Vill. Pedlayganj, H.NO. C/45/5-A, Distt. Gorakhpur, (UP)


2) Chief Administrator, VIMHANS, 1, Institutional Area, Nehru Nagar, New Delhi – 110065 

3) Dr. Ashok Kumar, Medical Superintendent Nursing Homes, Directorate of Health Service, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalaya Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – With reference to letter No. F.23(1)/2005-6/NH/DHS/HQ/19700 dated 26th May, 2005.
4) Pr. Secretary (Health), Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, A-Wing, Players Building, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110002 – with reference to letter No. F.14/38/04/H&FW/776 dated 17th August, 2005
(Dr. R.N. Baishya) 
Registrar

