DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2561/2/2019/                     ​                                                           11th March, 2019           

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri Binod Kumar Gupta, C/o M/s Tirupati, Opp. Post Office, RKB Path, Dibrugarh, Assam-786001, forwarded by Medical Council of India, alleging professional misconduct on the part of doctors of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital in the treatment of the complainant’s son Shri Prakash Gupta.
The Order of the Executive Committee dated 27th December, 2018 is reproduced herein-below:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Binod Kumar Gupta, C/o M/s Tirupati, Opp. Post Office, RKB Path, Dibrugarh, Assam-786001(referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by Medical Council of India, alleging professional misconduct on the part of doctors of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital(referred hereinafter as the said Hospital) in the treatment of the complainant’s son Shri Prakash Gupta(referred hereinafter as the patient).
The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Vikas Sangwan Manager of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, medical records of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital and other documents on record.
It is noted that patient Shri. Prakash Gupta, 39 years old male, from Dibrugarh Assam, came to IAH, with history of multiple episodes of cough followed by LOC for last three weeks. It started with itching in throat followed by dry cough 2-3 times in the initial seven days. There after, he would become unconscious for 30sec-1min following episode of cough which were notices by wife. Patient had no awareness regarding periods of LOC. On regaining consciousness, he felt suffocation/breathing difficulty, headache, would remain drowsy for about 30 minutes. Wife also noticed twitching/jerky movements of both upper limb and lower limb and grinding movements of teeth during these episodes. However, there is no history of tongue bite or urinary incontinence. The episodes of LOC increased in the last two weeks (3-47 times/day associated with headache). No previous history of seizures or febrile seizures in childhood. Patient developed bilateral reddening of both eyes in the last 4 days associated with violent cough and headache. Patient’s father gives history of 2 episodes of melena 8- 9 years back(documents not available). Patient’s Father also gives history of sinusitis for the last 20years and he takes anti allergic medications on and off. Patient suffered 4 episodes of cough followed by LOC in his hotel room and  therefore was brought to IAH Triage and admitted under Dr. Anoop Kohli (Sr. Consultant Neurology) for further evaluation and management.

He was diagnosed as a case of sudden onset serial seizures with cough ? immune related phenomenon to be ruled out in view of past history of chronic sinusitis and unusual onset of  seizures. After admission, routine investigations were within normal limit except MCV (106.1 FL). His MRI brain study did not reveal any abnormality. In view of clinical history of identical episodes of cough followed by loss of consciousness with twitching of limbs followed by periods of suffocations, drowsiness and headache after regaining consciousness, empirical treatment with antiepileptic drugs, nebulization, oral steroids and anti allergic medications was started. ECG was suggestive of normal sleep awake rhythm. His vitamin B12 level was low (193.5 ng/ml). In view of past history of sinusitis for many years, ENT consultation was sought from Dr. Rajeev Puri (Sr. Consultant ENT). Rigid larygoscopy showed hypertrophy of base of tongue, congested bilateral arytenoids and hypertrophy of bilateral vocal cords. He advised for continued conservative management with steroids, nebulisation and steam inhalation. Respiratory consultation was sought from Dr. Rajesh Chawla (Sr. Consultant Respiratory Medicine) and his advices were incorporated in the line of management. HRCT chest done on 30.03.2018 (outside) was reviewed and was essentially normal. Patient showed significant improvement with conservatively management. His reports of RA factor, CRP and ANA were negative. Further evaluation to rule out immunological and granulomatous  related phenomenon of the sinuses, upper respiratory tract was planned and can be done on OPD basis. Patient was discharged in hemodynamically stable condition with advised to review in  follow up with the physician  Dr. Anoop Kholi and Dr. Rajesh Chawla. 
We further find the explanation given by Apollo Hospital to be reasonable, regarding the patient and being asked to review in follow up so that his progress and response to medication and treatment could have been assessed by the treating doctors and further treatment and medication could have been advised, further we agree that such decision cannot be taken with telephonic discussions, secondly it is further noted that the Apollo Hospital Authorities have discussed the issue regarding behaviour of Dr. Anoop Kohli and further he had also extended his apologies to the family if he had done anything wrong unknowingly to hurt the feelings during the stay of the patient at Hospital.

In view of the observation made hereinabove, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that the Shri Prakash Gupta  was treated as per accepted professional practices in such cases by the Indraprastha Apollo Hospital  and  primafacie no case of professional misconduct is made out on the part of doctors of Centre for Sight.

Complaint stands disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 27th December, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 28th February, 2019.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                                (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                                     Secretary

  Copy to:-

1)  Shri Binod Kumar Gupta, C/o M/s Tirupati, Opp. Post Office, RKB Path, Dibrugarh, Assam-786001.
2) Shri Bonny Harison, Section Officer, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14A, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077(w.r.t. No. MCI-211(2)(Gen.)/2018-Ethics./136272 dated 10.9.2018- For information. 

3) Dr. Anoop Kohli, Through Medical Superintendent, Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, Mathura Road, Sarita Vihar, New Delhi-110076.

4) Medical Superintendent, Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, Mathura Road, Sarita Vihar, New Delhi-110076.

5) Dr. R. N. Das, Medical Superintendent, Nursing Home, Directorate General of Health Service, Govt. of NCT of Delhi (Nursing Home Cell) F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032 (w.r.t. No. F.23/Comp/126/SED/DGHS/HQ/NHC/2018/2154 dated 5.11.2018)-For information. 
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