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     30th June, 2009 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from DCP Headquarters, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Sandeep Kumar r/o. C-198, Vijay Vihar, Phase-II, Delhi, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s new born baby, resulting in her death on 29.3.2006.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation, written statement of Dr. Neelam Kumar Ela, Dr. Pinaki Chakraborty, Dr Vinita Gupta, Dr. A.K. Bangotra, Medical Superintendent of Dr. BSA Hospital, medical records of Dr. BSA Hospital, post mortem report No. 501/06, other documents on record and heard the following in person :-

1. Shri Sandeep Kumar

Complainant 

2. Shri Ravi Kumar 

Brother of the complainant 

3. Dr. Vinita Gupta

Specialist Obst. & Gynae, Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital

4. Dr. A. Narayan

Dy. Medical Superintendent, Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital

5. Dr. Pinaki Chakraborty
SR (Paediatrics)

6. Dr Neelam Kumar Ela
SR (Obst. & Gynae.)

7. Dr. Vandana Chugh

HOD, Anaethesia

8. Dr. R.K. Gupta

HOD Paediatrics

9. Dr. Vijay Dhankar

HOD Forensic Medicine

10.Dr. Dolly Chawla

Specialist (Obst. & Gynae.)

11.Dr. Rajender Kumar
Specialist Aanaethesia, Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital

The Delhi Medical Council observed that the patient Geeta (wife of Shri Sandeep Kumar) was apparently admitted with post-dated pregnancy and during hospitalization due to features of fetal distress, she underwent caesarian section for delivery of the baby.   The  newborn  infant was born 
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( 2 )

with no spontaneous breathing and heart rate, and in spite of adequate resuscitative efforts could not be revived and was declared to be stillborn.  The post mortem brain finding of sub-dural and subarachnoid hemorrhages could occur in severe fetal hypoxia consequent to hypoxic-isehemic insult which is the most probable cause in this infant considering the clinical circumstances.  Occasionally spontaneous fetal intra-cranial hemorrhages also can occur which can result in fetal death / severe birth asphyxia.  Intra-cranial hemorrhages while known to occur after instrumental deliveries, is not the cause in this case as none were used for the delivery of this infant.  In cases of decomposed  bodies  and  in cases where artificial respiration has been given, it is very difficult to differentiate between live birth and still birth based on post-mortem findings in the lungs.  Hence, it is possible that this was a case of still birth even though hydrostatic test is positive.  The injuries on the face of the infant mentioned in the post-mortem report could have been caused as a result of resuscitative measures.  Based on the above facts, there appears to be no medical negligence in the causation of cerebral hemorrhage or the consequent death.   

Complaint stands disposed.
By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
Copy to :-

1) Shri Sandeep Kumar, S/o. Shri Mange Ram, R/o. C-198, Vijay Vihar, Phase II, Delhi 

2) Medical Superintendent, Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital, Sector-5, Rohini, New Delhi – 110085

3) Superintendent (Health), Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, 9th Floor, A-Wing, Players Building, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110002 – With reference to letter No. F.342/28/2006/H&FW/2543 dated 7th August, 2006.
4) Deputy Secretary (Home), Home (Police-II) Department, 5th Level, C-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110002 – With reference to letter No. F.10/C-11/2006/HP-II/4741/DSH/405 dated 25.7.2006 sent to Spl. Secretary (Health).

5) Dy. Commissioner of Police, Headquarters, Delhi- with reference to letter No. 4613/C&T(AC-VI)PHQ dated 10.7.2006 – for information

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
