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28th September, 2007 

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Rohit Malhotra r/o. 5655/2, New Chandrawal, Delhi – 110007, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of St. Stephen’s Hospital, Delhi, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Geetika Malhotra (I.P. No. 908496) resulting in the death of his new born baby on 22.11.2006.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Director, St. Stephens Hospital made to Directorate of Health Services and copy of medical records of St. Stephens Hospital.  

The complainant did not participate in the proceeding in spite of notice.  The Delhi Medical Council, in the interest of justice, decided to determine the matter on merits and proceeded to hear the following :-

1. Dr. Sudhir Joseph

Director, St.Stephens Hospital

2. Dr. J. Puliyel 


Paediatrician, St. Stephens Hospital

3. Dr. Suseela Krishnan Kully
HOD Obst. & Gyane., St. Stephens Hospital 

4. Dr. Ila Jha


Sr. Consultant, St. Stephens Hospital 

The Council makes the following observations :-

1. Smt. Geetika Malhotra reported to St. Stephens Hospital in advance labor, therefore delivery was imminent.

2. The ultrasonography (report) done on 31.7.2006 mentions no gross congenital abnormality in the baby.  On delivery, there was no structural abnormality.  The condition of larynx causing stridor cannot be detected antenataly by ultrasonography.
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3. It is noted from medical records of St. Stephens Hospital that the condition (congenital abnormalities) of the child are reported to have been explained to the complainant.  It is further noted that since the child was on ventilator, the option of transferring him to another Hospital equipped with ventilator facility was given to the complainant, however since the complainant could not arrange for transfer, he consented to continuation of treatment at St. Stephens Hospital. It is observed that it was in best interest of the child not to be taken off the ventilator even for a short period because that might have led to an adverse outcome.  

In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of doctors of St. Stephens Hospital in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife and deceased baby. 

Complaint stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-
1. Shri Rohit Malhotra, r/o. 5655/2, New Chandrawal, Delhi – 110007

2. Director, St. Stephen’s Hospital, Tis Hazari, Delhi – 110054
3. Medical Superintendent Nursing Homes, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032-with reference to letter No. F.23(177)/2006-07/NH/DHS/HQ/43987 dated 20.12.2006
                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

 Secretary

