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      12th May, 2008 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Manju Rani r/o. 10/110, Mandir Marg, Panchkuiyan Road, New Delhi, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Dr. R.M.L. Hospital (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), in the treatment administered to complainant’s husband late Kewal at Dr. RML Hospital.
The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. S. Saxena, CMO (C&G), Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi , Dr. Aman Vij, Senior Resident (Medicine), copy of medical records of Dr. RML Hospital and other documents on record.
Briefly stated the facts of the case are that late Kewal (referred hereinafter as the patient) was brought into the casualty of the said Hospital on 11.5.2007 with complaints of breathlessness and pain abdomen.  It was recorded on the OPD Registration Card No. 20070163843 that he was K/C/O-SIDS(III) with Right Pleural effusion and that the patient was on ATT and ART.  He was given oxygen, nebulized and administered  Inj. Atropin and Inj. Adrenaline, Inj. Sodabicarb and referred to ME4 (Medical Emergency).  The patient was declared as brought dead by Senior Resident Medical Emergency with findings of pupil dilated, fixed, BP and Pulse not recordable.
The complainant alleged that there was medical negligence in the treatment and no death certificate was issued by the said Hospital.

Dr. S. Saxena stated that other than the OPD registration card No. 20070163843, no other records have been maintained by the hospital in respect of the patient.  He further stated that the patient came  in  the  casualty  as  an  emergency,  where  after  examination  by  the casualty doctors, the 
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patient was referred to the medical emergency and it was there that the patient was declared as brought dead.  The following doctors were involved in the treatment of the patient late Shri Keval:-


Dr. Aman Vij
Sr. Resident (Medicine)


Dr. Bharti
Medical Officer


Dr. Amit

Medical Officer


Dr. Padma
ECRO

Dr. S.K. Sharma further stated that Dr. RML Hospital has issued the death certificate of late Kewal as per the directions of Delhi Medical Council.  He further stated that steps have been taken to ensure that Death Certificates are issued even in cases where the death occurs in emergency and that directions have been issued to all doctors in various departments of emergency to immediately attend the serious cases and also attend to distress call from CMO Room for help in dealing with serious cases.
Dr. Amit stated that he was posted as Junior Resident in the Casualty at the time of this incident.  Before casualty posting, he had worked in Anaesthesia Unit also.  On 11.5.2007, he examined the patient late Kewal in the casualty and recorded his findings as are mentioned in OPD registration card 20070163843.  He recorded the history of the patient from copy of medical record which was in possession of the patient.  He did not remember the name of hospital/establishment to which the medical records belonged.  On examination, he found that B.P. and pulse were not recordable.  He further stated that he himself intubated the patient.  He, however, due to work pressure did not record these findings.  He further submitted that when he handed over the patient to Senior Resident in ME4 (Medical Emergency), the patient was alive.

Dr. Bharti stated that she was posted as Medical Officer in the casualty on 11.5.2007 and that she personally also examined the patient but did not document her findings.  

Smt. Manju Rani stated that her husband late Kewal did not had any history of Tuberculosis or AIDS.  He went to the casualty of the said hospital with complaints of gastric pain and it was there only that his death occurred.
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A copy of Pre-ART Register (HIV case) submitted by Dr. S.K. Sharma, confirmed that the patient was confirmed case of HIV Positive and was under treatment for the same.

In view of the above, the Council arrived at the following findings :-

1. The patient being a case of SIDS (III) with Right Pleural effusion on ATT and ART was suffering from a serious condition which itself has high mortality rate.  The line of treatment administered to this patient was in accordance with accepted professional practices in such cases.  

2. The record keeping in this case left much to be desired.  The basic things of recording vitals of the patient whilst examining him and recording the same were given a forgo by the Junior Resident Dr. Amit.  No time of death was mentioned by the Senior Resident (Medicine) Dr. Aman Vij.  In his written statement to the Council, Dr. Aman Vij averred that as per hospital practices only patients who are admitted in the medical emergency were issued Death Certificates upon their death and as this patient was brought dead, so the patient was sent back to casualty to the CMO to do the needful in this case.  We find this explanation to be not only bizarre but also a reflection of apathy on the part of systems in place in the Government set-ups towards the plight of the patient / patient’s relatives.

Eventually the death certificate was issued as per the directions of the Delhi Medical Council after a gap of almost seven months and it has been informed by the authorities of Dr. RML Hospital that corrective measures have been initiated to prevent such administrative lapses.  

In view of the findings made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that even though no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Amit, Dr. Bharti and Dr. Aman Vij in the treatment administered to late Kewal, in the interest of justice, a warning is issued to Dr. Amit Kumar (DMC Registration No. 31267), Dr. Bharti Uppal (DMC Registration No. 18227) and Dr. Aman Vij (DMC Registration No. 28458) for poor record keeping.   The  Council  also  directs  that  all  the  above-named  doctors viz. Dr. Amit Kumar, 
 Contd/-

( 4 )

Dr. Bharti Uppal and Dr. Aman Vij should inculcate in them the habit of adhering to basic principles of medical record keeping whilst examining the patient or monitoring their condition.  
Matter stands disposed. 







By the Order of & in the name of 








Delhi Medical Council








(Dr. Girish Tyagi)








Secretary

Copy to :

1) Smt. Manju Rani, 10/110, Mandir Marg, Panchkyiyan Road, New Delhi 

2) Directorate General of Health Services, Office of DGHS, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India, Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi 

3) Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi 

4) Dr. S.K. Sharma, Chief Medical Officer (NFSG), Incharge Casualty, Through Medical Superintendent, Dr. R.M.L. Hospital, New Delhi 

5) Dr. Aman Vij, Senior Resident (Medicine), Through Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi 

6) Dr. Bharti, Medical Officer, Through Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi

7) Dr. Amit, Medical Officer, Through Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi

8) Dr. Padma, ECRO, Through Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi









(Dr. Girish Tyagi)









Secretary

