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    5th August, 2008 


Ms. R. Chitra 






Complainant


B-24, Vinoba Kunj, 


Sector-9, Rohini, 


New Delhi – 110084
Vs.
1. Medical Superintendent




Respondents 


Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute 


Near Madhuban Chowk, 


Sector-14, Rohini, 


Delhi – 110085

2. Dr. Rajive Kaushik


Through Medical Superintendent 

Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute 


Near Madhuban Chowk, 


Sector-14, Rohini, 


Delhi – 110085

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Ms. R. Chitra, alleging medical negligence on the part of respondents 1 & 2, in the treatment administered to her father Shri ARK Menon at Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute (C.R. No. 84721), resulting in his death on 15.1.2007.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. P.K. Bhardwaj and Dr. Rajiv Kaushik, medical records of Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute and other documents on record.  The following were heard in person :-  

1. Ms. R. Chitra

Complainant 

1. Dr. Akhil Vohra
CMO, Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute

2. Dr. Rajive Kaushik
Consultant Physician, Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute

Ms. R. Chitra stated that at no point of time during the admission of her father at Saroj Hospital she was informed about the prognosis by Dr. Rajive Kaushik.  Dr. Rajive Kaushik told her that her father was suffering from gastroenteritis and there was nothing to worry.  She continued to tell him that her father during admission was very restless and has been feeling nausea and that he should conduct further investigation to properly diagnose his condition.   Dr. Rajive  Kaushik  did 

Contd/-

( 2 )

not pay any heed to her request and treated her father in a very casual and unprofessional manner.  She said that she believes when her father was taken up for echocardiography and the same was conducted on him in a lie-down position, her father had an episode of vomiting which resulted in aspiration and eventually his death.

Dr. Rajive Kaushik stated that the patient was admitted with complaints of repeated vomiting since last few days accompanied with hiccups and loss of appetite.  The patient had been under his treatment for the last five years.  A provisional diagnosis of D.M. with CAD with post CABG with Chronic Pylonephritis with UTI with Septicemia with ARF was made.  The patient’s echo was normal.  The Electrolyte imbalance which was noted also started to settle.  Consultation of Nephrologist Dr. Ramesh Jain was sought.  The patient was never admitted in ICU.  The terminal event was cardiac.  

Ms. Chitra stated that the patient was never treated by a Nephrologist during admission.  

In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council observes that the patient had persistent vomiting which was initially treated at home subsequently he was admitted in the hospital.  He was found to be having UTI with dyselectrolytemia.  He was given appropriate treatment.  The patient had a sudden terminal event? cardiac.   There does not appear to be any negligence on the part of treating physician.  

As an off-shoot of these proceedings a show cause notice was issued to Dr. P.K. Bhardwaj, Medical Superintendent, Saroj Hospital for failing to provide attested copy of medical records pertaining to this matter, to the Delhi Medical Council, in spite of repeated directions from the Council.  On the date of hearing Dr. P.K.Bhardwaj did not appear and authorized Dr. Akhil Vohra, CMO, Saroj Hospital to represent him.  Dr. Akhil Vohra submitted a written statement of Dr. P.K. Bhardwaj alongwith attested copy of medical records pertaining to this matter.   It is noted from the statement of Dr. P.K. Bhardwaj that he has not given any reason for not filing the medical records earlier and it was only on the date of hearing that an attested copy of medical records were submitted to the Delhi Medical Council.  Dr. Akhil Vohra also did not forward any explanation for the inordinate delay in submitting of attested copy of medical records.  

Contd/-
( 3 )

In view of the above, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that warning be issued to Dr. P.K. Bhardwaj (DMC registration No. 2326) for this act of professional misconduct, stricture to be recorded in the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council.

Complaint stands disposed.









By the Order of & in the name of 









Delhi Medical Council









(Dr. Girish Tyagi)









Secretary

Copy to :
1) Ms. R. Chitra,B-24, Vinoba Kunj, Sector-9, Rohini, New Delhi – 110084
2) Medical Superintendent, Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute, Near Madhuban Chowk, 
      Sector-14, Rohini, Delhi – 110085
3) Dr. Rajive Kaushik, Through Medical Superintendent, Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute, Near Madhuban Chowk, Sector-14, Rohini, Delhi – 110085








(Dr. Girish Tyagi)









Secretary

