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    5th August, 2008 
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from ACP/C&T, HDQRS, Delhi, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Satish Sehgal, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sant Parmanand Hospital, in the treatment administered to his wife late Neeru Sehgal at Sant Parmanand Hospital, resulting in her death on 14.4.2007.
Briefly stated the facts of the case are that late Neeru Sehgal (referred hereinafter as the patient) with history of sarcoidosis in Rx with (R) lung consolidation with haemoptysis was admitted in Sant Parmanand Hospital (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital) at 10 am on 14.4.2007.  She was ​put on conservative line of treatment.​  At 12.45 pm her SPO2 was noted to be 69-70 % on O​2 by nasal canulae, urgent ABG was advised.  The ABG report timed 14.31 was ​suggestive of metabolic acidosis.   At 3.40 pm, patient was reported to be complaining of gabhrat, restlessness, sweating and headache.  She was not accepting O2.  She was advised shifting to ICU and Inj. Voveran 75m 1/m stat was administered.  She was received in the ICU at 4 pm in a collapsed state, the Pulse/BP was not recordable.  All cardio-resuscitative measures were initiated, however, the patient could not be revived and was declared dead at 4.45 pm.  The cause of death as per the death summary was sarcoidosis with RLL pneumonia speticaemia shock with haemoptysis.  No post mortem was conducted.
It is alleged by Shri Satish Sehgal husband of late Neeru Sehgal, as per police representation, that late Neeru Sehgal died probably due to administration of wrong injection and unsuitable medication. 
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The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation from Police, written statement of Dr. P.S. Mann and Dr. S. Rajagopal, Director Medical, Sant Parmanand Hospital, medical records of Sant Parmanand Hospital and heard the following in person :-

1.
Shri Satish Sehgal
Complainant

2.
Shri Jagdish Sehgal
Brother of the complainant

3.
Dr. P.S. Mann

Senior Consultant, Sant Parmanand Hospital

4.
Dr. Suneet Juneja
Asst. Medical Superintendent, Sant Parmanand Hospital

5.
Shri R. Sain

Administrative Officer, Sant Parmanand Hospital 

X-ray films (of late Neeru Sehtal) No. ID9879 dated 12.4.2007 of EN-EN X-Ray & Diagnostic Centre, produced by Dr. P.S. Mann before the Delhi Medical Council, were examined alongwith a copy of X-ray report dated 12.4.2007.  

The Delhi Medical Council arrived at the following findings :-
At 12.45 pm the Spo2 was noted to be 69-70 %, which warranted urgent ABG as advised, to assess the clinical condition of the patient, so that further line of treatment could be contemplated.  However it is noted that the turnaround time for ABG report was disconcertingly very long, as the ABG report is timed 14:31 and in all probability, subsequent to which, the findings of ABG report were brought to the notice of Dr. P.S.Mann.  Under a hospital set-up this inordinate delay of almost 3 hrs. in ABG reporting, was highly unprofessional.  The ABG report indicated normal PO2  with metabolic acidosis which warranted more closed monitoring.  It was imperative considering the deteriorating clinical condition of this patient and the expediency expressed by Dr. P.S. Mann in his notes timed 12.45 pm wherein he has written “urgent ABG (inform me)”, that the results of ABG should have been reported expeditiously.  Had it been done, the results of ABG report, would have required the doctors to closely monitor the condition and initiate aggressive line of treatment.  

It is further observed that because of the underlying condition of sarcoidosis, RML Pneumonia, Haemotysis the outcome in this patient might not have been different. 
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It is, therefore, the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that Dr. Paramjeet Singh Mann (P.S. Mann) DMC registration No. 24962, should be advised to be careful in future in such patients so that delay in care can be avoided.  However, the hospital authorities at Sant Parmanand Hospital should be warned and be asked to re-visit the systems in place in their hospital so that such type of delay in care is not repeated in future.  
Matter stands disposed.  
By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

 Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Shri Satish Sehgal, 116, Indira Vihar, Dehi – 110009

2) Dr. P.S. Mann, Through Medical Superintendent, Sant Parmanand Hospital, 18, Sham Nath Marg, Delhi – 110054 
3) Medical Superintendent, Sant Parmanand Hospital, 18, Sham Nath Marg, Delhi – 110054 
4) Dy. Secretary (Home), Home (Police-II) Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5th Level, C-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110002- with reference to letter No. F.10/C-43/2007/HP-II/8154 dated 6.9.2006
5) Dy. Commissioner of Police, Delhi Police Headquarters, ITO, Delhi – with reference to letter No. 49555/C&T(AC-VI)PHQ dated 18th July, 2007

   (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

   Secretary

