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     28th August, 2008  
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a reference from DCP Headquarters, Delhi, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of late Kavita (referred hereinafter as the patient) w/o. Shri Chander Prakash, allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of Dr. Jasbir Chandna of Vaishnavi Medical Centre (referred hereinafter as the said Centre), Chirag Delhi.  

The Delhi Medical Council perused the reference from Police, written statement of Dr. Jasbir Chandna, Smt. Raj Rani of Vaishnavi Medical Centre, copy of medical records of Vaishnavi Medical Centre, post mortem report No. 1593/06 and other documents on record.  The following were heard in person :-

1.
Shri Pyar Singh Ambes 
Complainant

2.
Shri Chander Prakash
Husband of the deceased

3.
Shri Mange Ram

Father of the deceased

4.
Smt. Shakuntala

Mother-in-law of the deceased

5.
Dr. Jasbir Chandna

Consultant Obst. & Gyane, Vaishnavi Medical Centre

6.
Ms. Raj Rani

Medical Superintendent, Vaishnavi Medical Centre 

Shri Chander Prakash stated that his late wife Kavita was admitted at Vaishnavi Medical Centre, Delhi, for delivery on 12.11.2006 at 7.30 pm in the evening by Smt. Raj Rani.  A fee of Rs. 5000/- was also deposited with Smt. Raj Rani on 12.11.2006, however, the receipt does not mention any date.  Throughout the night of 12.11.2006, the patient was looked after by Smt. Raj Rani.  Dr. Jasbir Chandna visited the patient at 8.00 am on 13.11.2006 and after delivering a male child she left Vaishnavi Medical Centre.   Post-delivery the patient was looked after, only by Smt. Raj Rani.  No other staff nurse / doctor was present.  Dr. Jasbir Chandna re-visited the Vaishnavi Medical Centre at 1.50 pm, where after, giving the patient some treatment she advised shifting her to Akash Hospital.
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Shri Pyar Singh Ambes stated that since Dr. Jasbir Chandna name was mentioned on the Board of Vaishnavi Medical Centre, they requested that delivery be carried out by Dr. Jasbir Chandna.  They have never consulted Dr. Jasbir Chandna before the date of delivery (13.11.2006).

Smt. Raj Rani stated that she is the owner of Vaishnavi Medical Centre and she herself is a holder of qualification of Diploma in Naturopathy & Yogic Science awarded by Akhil Bharatiya Prakritik Chikitsa Parishad and has also worked as nursing aid in Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.  She further stated that Vaishnavi Medical Centre has been granted registration by Directorate of Family Welfare for ultrasound purposes only.  The Vaishnavi Medical Centre is not registered with Directorate of Health Services for nursing home activities.  The patient late Kavita was admitted at Vaishnavi Medical Centre as an emergency on 13.11.2006 at 7.30 am.  On the insistence of the patient’s attendants Dr. Jasbir Chandna was telephoned to attend to the patient.  Dr. Jasbir Chandna visited the medical centre at 8.00 am and after examining the patient initiated protocol for delivery and a male baby was delivered.  The patient was shifted to her bed after Dr. Chandna stitched the episiotomy and secured homeostasis, thereafter Dr. Chandna left the Vaishnavi Medical Centre.  Post-delivery the patient’s condition was monitored by staff nurse Ms. Jeeva.  She has done course in General Nursing and Midwifery from Annai JKK Sampoorani Ammal College of Nursing affiliated to Tamilnadu Dr. MGR Medical University.  Smt. Raj Rani further stated that she was not aware of the whereabout of Ms. Jeeva. 
It was only 2 ½ hours of delivery that the patient suddenly developed difficulty in breathing and became restless.  The staff nurse checked her for bleeding and found that her pad was soaked.  She immediately called up Dr. Jasbir Chandna over the phone and was given instructions which were followed.  The patient was given 20 units of syntocinon in the I/V line.  She was also given I/V Inj. Methergin and I/M Inj. Prostodin.  The relatives were sent to arrange for blood while I/V Haemaccel and oxygen inhalation were started. Dr. Jasbir Chandna came from another nursing home to Vaishnavi Medical Centre and immediately supervised and delivered emergency care on arrival.  Despite our best efforts the patient’s condition did not improve and it was decided to shift late Kavita to Akash Hospital in an ambulance with the consent of her relatives.  Smt. Raj Rani further stated that she accompanied the patient in the ambulance where she was instantaneously taken to the OT.  Her condition was deteriorating very fast and all measures were taken to provide her with the best resuscitative measures but it was all in vain.   Smt. Raj Rani further stated that OPD as well as day care services are being provided at Vaishnavi Medical Centre.  
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Dr. Jasbir Chandna stated that on receiving a call from Vaishnavi Medical Centre she visited the said centre to examine late Kavita at 8.00 am on 13.11.2006.  She found that the patient was fully dilated and that she had no option but deliver her at the said centre in the best interest of the patient and the child.  She followed the standard protocol for delivery and a male child was delivered.  After stitching the episiotomy and securing the homeostasis, the patient was shifted to her bed.  The whole process took at least 1 ½ hour subsequent to which she left the said centre.  The patient was left back in the care of staff nurse Jeeva.  At about 12.45 pm, she received a call that the patient is complaining of difficulty in breathing, is very restless and is bleeding little more than normal.  She immediately instructed the staff at Vaishnavi Medical Centre to add 20 units of Syntocinon in the I/V line that was patent.  She also instructed them to give I/v Inj. Methergin and I/m Inj. Prostodin.  Instructions to start I/V Haemaccel and to arrange for blood was also given.

Thereafter she rushed to Vaishnavi Medical Centre.  On reaching there she found that the patient was restless, anxious and pale.  Her BP was 96/66 mm of Hg with pulse rate of 104/minute.  Her uterus was well contracted with normal bleeding P/V.  She was catheterized and 10 ml of urine came out.  Inj. Revici was given I/V and a decision to shift her to Akash Hospital was immediately taken.  She was told that the patients’ relatives were already on the way to arrange for blood.   

The patient was shifted in an ambulance to Akash Hospital, where she was instantaneously taken to the OT.  Her condition was deteriorating very fast and all measures were taken to provide her with the best resuscitative measures but it was all in vain. Dr. Jasbir Chandna further stated that there was no negligence on her part as is evident even from the Post Mortem report where no injury to the uterus was found and neither any retained placental products were found.  Only minimal amount of blood was found in a contracted uterus.  To quote the post mortem report.  ‘There is a stitched wound in the left lateral region of the perineum showing episiotomy’.  It is clear that there was no haemotoma in the episiotomy, or injury to the cervix uterus, thereby eliminating any traumatic causes for loss of blood.  All measures to manage an Atonic Uterus were timely undertaken; hence the question of negligence does not arise.
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The Delhi Medical Council made the following observation :-

The patient late Kavita was seen by Dr. Jasbir Chandna at 8.00 am in Vaishnavi Medical Centre and was already fully dilated and was delivered by Dr. Chandna at 8.24 am.  It was a full term delivery with live baby.  She left the patient in good condition and gave her intravenous drips with Syntocinon and methergin injection.  Patient developed post partum hemorrhage and was prescribed proper medicines in the form of Syntocinon, methergin and prostodin.  Dr. Chandna reached the centre on hearing the condition of the patient and shifted her to other equipped hospital.  The autopsy report from AIIMS shows death due to PPH.  Her uterus was intact. There were no tears nor any placental bits in the uterus.    

In view of the same, no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Jasbir Chandna in the treatment administered to late Kavita.   Post-partum hemorrhage (PPH) is a known complication of childbirth and is associated with severe morbidity and mortality  The line of treatment, as documented in the medical records, adopted in the management of this patient, was in accordance with accepted professional practices in such cases.

The fact whether it was a pre-planned delivery (patient being admitted on 12.11.2006 as alleged by deceased’s relatives) which developed into an emergency or was itself an emergency (as claimed by Smt. Raj Rani the patient being admitted on 13.11.2006) could not be reconciled.  However, since Vaishnavi Medical Centre is being run without registration with Directorate of Health Services, its immediate closure is warranted and appropriate action against Smt. Raj Rani under Delhi Nursing Home Registration Act need to be initiated by the concerned authorities.  A copy of this Order be send to Directorate of Health Services for necessary action.
Dr. Jasbir Chandna is advised not to associate herself with medical centres, which do not hold valid recognition / registration from the designated authorities or with individuals who are neither registered nor enlisted under the medical lists in force nor should permit such persons to attend or treat patients wherever professional discretion or skill is required. 
Matter stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary                             Contd/-
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Copy to :-

1)
Shri Pyar Singh Ambes, L-I, 8/747, Budh Bazar, Sangam Vihar, New Delhi – 110062 

2) Dr. Jasbir Chandra, Through Medical Superintendent, Vaishnavi Medical Centre, 561/1, Chirag Delhi, New Delhi -110017

3) Medical Superintendent, Vaishnavi Medical Centre, 561/1, Chirag Delhi, New Delhi -110017

4) Dy. Secretary (Home), Home (Police-II) Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5th Level, C-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – with reference to letter No. F.10/C-09/2007/HP-II/10738 dated 15.11.2007 

5) Shri N.S. Bundela, Addl. Dy. Commissioner of Police, South District, New Delhi – with reference to letter No. 162279/50/DCP/SD,AC-IV dated 4.10.2007

6) Director Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – for necessary action. 

   (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

   Secretary
