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     16th May, 2008  

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Ravindra Nath Dubey r/o. 100/3, South Gauvdi, Usmanpur, Shahdara, Delhi, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Lok Nayak Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s son Shivam at Lok Nayak Hospital. The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Y.K. Sarin, medical records of Lok Nayak Hospital, other documents on record and heard the following in person :-

1.
Shri Ravindra Nath Dubey
Complainant

2.
Dr. Y.K. Sarin


Paediatric Surgeon, Lok Nayak Hospital

Briefly stated the facts of the case are that Master Shivam (referred hereinafter as the patient) appeared to have had posterior urethral valves as they were identified on cystoscopy by Dr. Archana Puri in January 2004 and later by Prof. Y.K. Sarin in November 2004 and January 2005.  this definitive assessment of PV Valves can only be made at cystoscopy and endoscopic fulguration of residual valves done.
On USG in January 2004 there was mild (Lt.) hydronephorisis.  But in May 2004, this had increased to moderate (Ltd.) HN with mild increase in echogenicity.  In January 2005 (Lt.) HN had increased, with ballonning of (Lt.) renal pelvis.  Therefore, the surgery in January 2005 for suspected (Lt.) pelviyreteric junction obstruction with increasing hydronephrosis is justified especially as child was having recurrent febrile UTIs.  Following surgery in January 2005, hydronephrosis increased prompting the surgeon to perform re-exploration and (Lt.) Pyeloplasty in June 2005.  At exploration he was found to have urteric obstruction and not uretao pelvic junction obstruction.  Resection of involved ureteric segment with end to end anastamosis was carried out.   
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Following this surgery, the patient persisted to have febrile UTIs, hypertensive episodes and (Lt.) Hydronephrosis became gross.  At re-exploration (22.7.2005), operative findings as per records were  gross  adhesions  and  no  urine  output  from  (Lt.)  kidney in spite of I/v Inj. furesemide.   The kidney being deceased, as assessed by the operating surgeon on the OT table because Pelvis was thickened and oedematous and renal parenchyman markedly thinned out and inability to close the opened pelvis as the sutures were cutting through, decision to perform nephrectomy can be justified especially as the patient was having recurrent and persistent UTI, febrile episodes and hypertension.

It is difficult to account for the persistent hypertension and this, as well as recurrent UTI, needs further investigations and assessment. The hypertension has persisted even after (Lt.) nehprectomy has been performed.

It is also clear that the child had multiple abnormalities i.e. posterior urethral valves, (Lt.) hydronephrosis, urethral megameations with intact prepuce.  This makes the management of such cases quite complex.  The attending surgeons have also taken opinion of other senior surgeons (Dr. Bhatnagar from AIIMS, Dr. A. Bagga of AIIMS).

In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council arrived the following findings :-

(i) Cystourethroscopic findings in January 2004 (Dr. Archana Puri) and later, in November 2004 (Dr. Y.K. Sarin) clearly state that Posterior urethral valves were identified and fulgurated.

(ii) The medical records shows that on 22.7.2005, when exploration followed by (Lt.) nehprectomy was performed, consent for pyeloplasty / nephrectomy was duly taken from the father who has signed the consent form.  As per detailed operating records, at surgery it was not possible to close renal pelvis and there was no urine output from the kidney.  This propted (Lt.) nephrectomy.
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In view of the above, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of doctors of Lok Nayak Hospital including Dr. Y.K. Sarin in the treatment administered to complainant’s son Shivam.

Matter sands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

 Secretary

Copy to :-
1) Shri Ravindra Nath Dubey, C-4/36, Sudamapuri Gavadi, Near 5th Pushta, Police Station Usmanpur, Delhi – 110053 

2) Dr. Y.K. Sarin, Paediatric Surgeon, Lok Nayak Hospital, New Delhi – 110002 

3) Medical Superintendent, Lok Nayak Hosital, New Delhi – 110002

4) Pr. Secretary (Health), Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, Players Building, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110002 – for information.

  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

   Secretary
