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                 12th April, 2010 

O R D E R

The Delhi  Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Rajesh Sekhri r/o. 236, DDA Flats, New Ranjit Nagar, New Delhi – 110008, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Vivek Pal Singh, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife late Sunita at Dr. RML Hospital (C.R. No. 27276), resulting in her death on 14.7.2008.  
The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Vivek Pal Singh, Dr. Sunil Sharma, CMO (Casualty), medical records of Dr. RML Hospital, other documents on records and heard the following in person :-

1.

Shri Rajesh Sekhri

Complainant

2.

Mr. Sumeet Sekhri 

Son of the complainant 

3.

Dr. Sunil Saxena 

CMO (Casualty), Dr. RML Hospital

4.

Dr. Vivek Pal 


SR (Medicine) Dr. RML Hospital 

Briefly stated the facts of the case are that Smt. Sunita (referred hereinafter as the patient), 42 years old female, with history of brain tuberculoma, HTN with vasculitic, infarct was admitted in Dr. RML Hospital (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital) with complaint of sudden vomiting two episodes, followed by loss of consciousness, headache for two days.  On examination patient GCS was 4/15, P.R. 144/min, B.P. 70 systolic.  Patient was on intubation and IPPV done Ambu bag.  RS exam revealed B/L coarse crepts.  There was no neck stiffness and B/L plantar were mute.  NCCT brain was suggestive of acute IVH with ICH with infarct in right frontal, parietal, temporal region.  ICU call was given regarding invasive mechanical ventilations.  On 14.7.2008 10 am patient had sudden cardiac arrest. CPR and all resuscitative measures were taken but despite all resuscitative measures patient could not be revived and was declared dead at 10.35 am.  Final diagnosis – massive intracerebral bleed with intra ventribular extension with aspiration.  
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It is alleged by the complainant that in spite of grave clinical condition of the patient she was not provided treatment in the ICU.  He further alleges that there was discrepancy in medical records regarding the time of death of the patient.  

Dr. Vivek Pal Singh in his written statement has averred that when patient was received in ward 11 at 10 AM on 14.7.2008 she was critical having large intracranial hemorrhage and respiratory arrest.  She was already intubated and was on ambubag ventilation.  When he examined the patient in ward 11 her pulse was feeble with no audible heart sounds and she had no spontaneous respiration and her condition was well explained to her husband.  Immediately CPR was started and a call for ECG was made.  Patient was received alive in ward 11 at 10 AM and was declared dead at 10.35 AM on 14.7.2008 after full resuscitative attempt and ECG recording a flat line.   Time of death which was earlier given as 10.15 AM was later corrected to 10.35 AM by overwriting as it was a post emergency day after 48 hours of continuous emergency and there was a lot of time constraint.  There were many other sick patients to be examined by him (Dr. Vivek Pal Singh) and he did not had time to rewrite the entire death slip.   ICU calls were made twice and further call was not made as doctor in charge of ICU already knew about the case but patient could not be shifted due to unavailability of bed.  As patient was extremely critical it was not advisable to transport her to some other hospital as it was highly likely that she may expire any moment and that too during transport also.  She was given complete and comprehensive care what so ever available in medical emergency.  The nature of her illness was such that there were practically no chances of her survival.  Despite that sincere efforts were made for active / palliative care that could possibly be given to the patient.  He (Dr. Vivek Pal Singh) can understand the mental agony by which Shri Rajesh Sekhri underwent due to untimely loss of his wife.  He has full sympathy with Shri Rajesh Sekhri and his condoloscence are with him.  

In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council is of the opinion that the patient was a case of massive intercerebral bleed with intraventricular extension as confirmed by NCCT head, with Glasgow coma scale of 4 (E1V2 M1), aspiration pneumonia.   This clinical condition had grave prognosis with high mortality in best of hospitals.  It is noted that neurological consultation was also sought in this case.  Despite the fact the patient was not treated in ICU, the line of treatment administered in the management of this patient was  as  per  the  accepted professional practices in 
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this cases.  The explanation given by Dr. Vivek Pal Singh regarding discrepancy mentioned in the time of death  is found to be reasonable and satisfactory, however, the overwriting should have been avoided.  The hospitals authorities are also advised to establish better channel of communication between patient / attendants and treatment providers, so that such misunderstandings are avoided in future.  

During the course of this enquiry the Delhi Medical Council noted that Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital did not submit any written statement in response to Delhi Medical Council notice asking him to show cause as to why action should not be initiated against him for violating the provisions of Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics), Regulations, 2002 for failing to comply with the directions of a statutory authority seeking copy of medical records.  It is also observed that no satisfactory explanation regarding the same was forthcoming from Dr. Dr. Sunil Saxena, Chief Medical Officer (Casualty) who appeared before the Delhi Medical Council on behalf of Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital.  The Delhi Medical Council took a serious note of this lapse on the part of Medical Superintendent, Dr. R.M.L. Hospital and issues a warning to Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital.

Complaint stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-

1)
Shri Rajesh Sekhri r/o. 236, DDA Flats, New Ranjit Nagar, New Delhi – 110008
2)
Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi – 110001
3)
Dr. Vivek Pal, SR (Medicine) Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi - 110001 

(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

