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   26th July, 2010 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint from DDO/HQ, CHB-I, Directorate of Social Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi, seeking verification of genuineness of medical certificates issued by Dr. R.S. Sharma, Dr. D.C. Tripathy, Dr. Anil Sharma and Dr. M.A. Shah to one Shri Shiv Prashad
The Delhi Medical Council noted that Dr. D.C. Tripathy and Dr. M.A. Shah neither filed their written statement nor appeared before the Delhi Medical Council in spite of notice.  Dr. R.S. Sharma filed his written statement but did not appear before the Executive Committee.  

Dr. Anil Sharma filed his written statement and also appeared before the Executive Committee.

On examination of State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council, it is noted that Dr. M.A. Shah and Dr. D.C. Tripathy are not registered with Delhi Medical Council, hence, both of them are not authorized to issue any medical certificate to any person.  It is noted that Dr. R.S. Sharma is registered with Delhi Medical Council under registration No. 14652 dated 8th October, 2006 and Dr. Anil Sharma is registered with Delhi Medical Council under registration No. 24960 dated 27th October, 2004.  
Dr. Anil Sharma averred in his written statement that Shri Shiv Prasad had come to his clinic on 13.5.2009 vide Ref. No. 57, 13.5.2009, with the complaint of fever high grade and was diagnosed as suffering from enteric fever and was put on treatment for the same from 13.5.2009.  In between he had symptoms of duodenal ulcer and was treated for the same.  Shri Shiv Prasad visited his clinic on 18.5.2009 (Ref. No. 21), 25.5.2009 (Ref. No. 20), 2.6.2009 (Ref. No. 20).  Shri Shiv Prasad was treated till 5.6.2009 and was given medical certificate after completion of the treatment.  
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Dr. R.S. Sharma averred in his written statement that Shri Shiv Prasad was treated with conventional medications, relaxation exercises, dietary adjustments and yoga.  Accordingly rest was advised and medical certificate was issued on 7.10.2008, w.e.f.20.8.2008, to 7.10.2008 after completion of treatment when he stopped taking treatment from him (Dr. R.S. Sharma).
In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council makes the following observations:-

(1) The medical certificates, in question, were not in conformity with regulation 1.3.3. of Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics), Regulations, 2002 which mandates “A Registered medical practitioner shall maintain a Register of Medical Certificates giving full details of certificates issued. When issuing a medical certificate he / she shall always enter the identification marks of the patient and keep a copy of the certificate. He / She shall not omit to record the signature and/or thumb mark, address and at least one identification mark of the patient on the medical certificates or report.  The medical certificate shall be prepared in the format prescribed.”
(2) Dr. Anil Sharma and Dr. R.S. Sharma also erred in issuing a medical certificate for an unreasonably long duration of 24 days (enteric fever) and 49 days (lumbo sacral strain) without proper investigation.   It is further observed that under no circumstances, a medical certificate should certify period of absence from duty, for a duration of more than 15 days.  In case the medical condition of the patient is of such a nature that it may require further absence from duty, then in such case a fresh medical certificate may be issued.    

(3)
 The medical certificates in question are also retrospective in nature, whereas  a  medical  certificate  should  generally certify a period of absence from duty prospectively, from the date on which the patient is examined by the doctor i.e. it may state the anticipated period of absence from duty necessitated because of the ailment of the patient.  However, there may be medical conditions which enable the medical practitioner to certify that a period of illness occurred prior to the date of examination.  Medical practitioners need to give careful consideration to the circumstances before issuing a certificate certifying a period of illness prior to the date of examination, particularly in relation to patients with a minor short illness which is not demonstrable on the day of examination and should add supplementary remarks, where appropriate, to explain the circumstances which warranted the issuances of certificate retrospective in nature.
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(4) The Delhi Medical Council directed that a request may be sent to the office of Directorate of Health Services to conduct a survey and report as to which system of medicine is being practiced by Dr. M.A. Shah and Dr. D.C. Tripathy alongwith their qualification and registration details, so that further necessary action may be considered against these individuals.  

In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council issues a warning to Dr. Anil Kumar Sharma (DMC registration No. 24960) and Dr. R.S. Sharma (DMC registration No. 14652). 
Complaint stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) DDO/HQ, CHB-I (Directorate of Social Welfare), Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Kasturba Niketan, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi- 110024

2) Dr. R.S Sharma, Raaj Clinic, Main Bazar, Najafgarh, New Delhi – 110043 

3) Dr. Anil Sharma, Shop No. 7, DDA Shopping Centre, Sohal Near Mangla Puri Terminal, New Delhi – 110045 

4) Dr. M.A. Shah, Aman Charitable Health Care, Baprola Vihar, Najafgargh, New Delhi – 110043

5) Dr. D.C. Tripathy, Indu X-Rays Lal and Nursing Home, G-267, Vishwas Park, (Opp. Sector 3 & 4 Dwarka), New Delhi – 110059 

6) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi – 110077 – for information & necessary action.

7) Director Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – with a request to take note of observation No. (4) made hereinabove, in the Order and for necessary action. 

(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

