DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.718/2012/

              2nd January, 2012
ORDER

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from Police Station North Rohini, Delhi, seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Akshay Kapoor r/o. 193, Bannu Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi – 110034, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Raj Kohli and Dr. Vijay Kholi, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Sonika Kapoor(referred hereinafter as the patient) at Kohli Nursing Home & Maternity Centre, 18, 19/F-18, Sector-8, Rohini (Near Fountain Chowk), New Delhi – 110085 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital); Smt. Sonika Kapoor was subsequently treated in City Hospital (affiliated to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi).

The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation from Police, complaint of Shri Akshay Kapoor, joint written statement of Dr. Raj Kohli and Vijay Kumar Kohli of Kohli Nursing Home & Maternity Centre, copy of medical records of Kohli Nurisng Home & Maternity Centre, City Hospital (affiliated to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi) and other documents on records. 
The following were heard in person :-  
1) 
Smt. Sonika Kapoor


Patient


(wife of Sh. Akshay Kapoor)
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2)
Dr. Raj Kohli



Consultant Gynaecologist      






&  Obstetrician,    Kohli 






Nursing Home & Maternity 






Centre 

3)
Dr. Vijay Kohli



Medical Superintendent,       






Kohli
 Nursing Home &    






Maternity
Centre
Briefly stated the facts of the case are that the patient underwent LSCS on 1st January, 2010 at the said Hospital and delivered a male baby.  The LSCS was performed by Dr. Raj Kohli.  The patient was discharged on 3rd January, 2010.  Subsequent to discharge, the patient started experiencing abdominal pain.  The patient, thereafter, visited Dr. Raj Kohli on three occasions: after seven days of discharge for stitch inspection; in the month of February for loose motion; in the first week of April for Multiload insertion.

The patient continued to suffer from abdominal pain and on advise of one Dr. Madan underwent CECT abdomen.  As per the CECT report dated 27th April, 2010 of Spectrum Imaging & Diagnostic Centre, 8, Inder Enclave, Main Rohtak Road, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi, there was ‘Intra abdominal collection to the left of midline with associated features as described with CT features seen, possibility of foreign body with associated surrounding reactionary changes, most probably gossypiobioma merit consideration’. The patient, thereafter was admitted in City Hospital on 29th January, 2010 with history of intermittent abdominal paid in left flank region and lower abdomen since fifteen days with associated high grade fever since one month.   On examination, the patient was found to have healthy scar present in lower abdomen, a 10 c.m.  tender  firm  lump  present  in  left  lumbar 
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region.  The patient underwent exploratory laparotomy with retrieval of foreign body with abscess drainage and resection and anastomosis of the ileum on 30th April, 2010 at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.   As per the O.T.(Operation Theater) notes of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital there was “ large well defined mass of adherent ileal loops and transverse colon having foul smelling pus cavity inside; fifty ml of thick offensive pus was drained; single foreign body (Abdominal pack) was retrieved from abdomen multiple adherent ileal loops with thick fibrous adhesions seen between parietal and ileal loops.  Faecal soiling was present in peritoneal cavity.  The patient at the time of discharge on 6th May, 2010 from City Hospital was tolerating soft diet, passing flatus and stools.

It is alleged by the patient that post LSCS at Kohli Nursing Home & Maternity Centre, she suffered abdominal pain due the  presence  of  foreign body left negligently by Dr. Raj Kohli and Vijay Kohli during cesarean section which further necessitated the subsequent surgery at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.
Dr. Raj Kohli and Dr. Vijay Kholi in their joint written statement averred that post operatively patient’s stay was uneventful and the patient was discharged on 3rd January, 2010 with advise to come after seven days for stitch inspection (plastic stitches given).  After discharge of the patient on 3rd January, 2010, the patient visited Dr. Raj Kohli three times.  First time after seven days of discharge for stitch inspection there was no other complaint.  Second time the patient visited in the month of February, 2010 for loose motion for which treatment was given and the patient became all right.  Third time the patient visited in the month of April, 2010 for MULTILOAD INSERTION as the patient was not willing for pregnancy in near future.   The patient had no complaint of pain abdomen during subsequent visit 
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after discharge.  During the patient’s visit, the patient never complained of abdomen pain otherwise this problem may have been managed by them.   At the time of insertion of intrauterine devise in the month of April, 2010, the patient did not complain of pain abdomen.  The patient never visited them after intrauterine device was inserted in the first week of April, 2010.
In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council makes the following observations :-

1.
The fact that subsequent to being discharged from Kohli Nursing home and Materity Centre after the LSCS done on 1st January, 2010, the patient reported pain in the abdomen and continued to be affected with the same, till the removal of the foreign body (the presence of which was confirmed by CECT dated 27th April, 2010) on 30th April, 2010 at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital raises a strong presumption that the foreign body being described as ‘Abdominal pack’ as per O.T.(Operation Theater) notes of Sir Ganga Ram Hopsital, which is commonly used during surgical procedures, was negligently left in the body of the patient during the LSCS procedure done on 1st January, 2010.  On enquiry, Dr. Raj Kohli admitted that the gauge (foreign body) might have been left inadvertently due to the heavy bleeding during the procedure (LSCS).

2. Dr. Raj Kohli also made an error in judgment by not investigating deligently the cause of the post operative abdominal pain reported by the patient.

In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that Dr. Raj Kohli failed to exercise reasonable degree of skill, knowledge and care which is  expected  of  an  ordinary 
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prudent doctor, in the treatment of the patient Smt Sonika Kapoor.  The Delhi Medical Council, therefore, directs that the name of Dr. Raj Kohli (Delhi Medical Council Registration No. 14914) be removed from State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council for a period of one month.

The Delhi Medical Council, however, clarifies that the acts or omissions on the part of Raj Kohli in the management of this patient were not reckless or patently wanton to invite criminal liability.  

The Delhi Medical Council further holds that no act of negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Vijay Kohli, Medical Superintendent, Kohli Nursing Home & Maternity Centre.

It is observed that the decision of Delhi Medial Council holding the above named doctor guilty of medical negligence is final, however, the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 30 days from the date of the Order.
Complaint stands disposed.

       






     By the Order & in the name of






     Delhi Medical Council      
 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)
 Secretary

Copy to :-
1) Shri Akshay Kapoor, 193, Bannu Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-110034.
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2) Dr. Vijay Kohli, Through Medical Superintendent, Kohli Nursing Home & Maternity Centre, 18, 19/F-18, Sector-8, Rohini (Near Fountain Chowk), New Delhi-110085.
3) Dr. Raj Kohli, Through Through Medical Superintendent, Kohli Nursing Home & Maternity Centre, 18, 19/F-18, Sector-8, Rohini (Near Fountain Chowk), New Delhi-110085.

4) Medical Superintendent, Kohli Nursing Home & Maternity Centre, 18, 19/F-18, Sector-8, Rohini (Near Fountain Chowk), New Delhi-110085.
5) Inspector/A.T.O., P.S. North Rohini, Delhi-110085-w.r.t. letter DD. No. 19A dated 30.4.2010-for information.
6) Deputy Secretary, Medical Council of India, Phase-1, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No. MCI-211 (2)(481)/2010-Ethics/15011 dated 26.6.2010-for information.
7) Medical Superintendent (Nursing Homes), Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalaya Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032-w.r.t. letter F.No.23(62)/MSNH-I/DHS/HQ/10-11/57393 dated 10.11.2010-for information.
8) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Phase-1, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-for information & necessary action.
             (Dr. Girish Tyagi)     Secretary

