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                1st January, 2004 

Smt. Rita Mittal






Complainant 

WZ-468/G, M.S. Block,

Hari Nagar,

New Delhi – 110 064

Vs.


Dr. Ajay Gupta







Respondent

Lotus Hospital,

WZ-409/A, Janak Park

Hari Nagar,

New Delhi – 110 064

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Rita Mittal against Dr. Ajay Gupta of Lotus Hospital.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Dr. Ajay Gupta, case papers of Lotus Hospital, Indraprastha Apollo Hospital and heard the following in person :-

(1) Smt. Rita Mittal

Complainant 

(2) Shri Anil Gupta 

(Brother of late Shri Vinod Mittal)

(3) Dr. Ajay Gupta

Respondent 

It is a case of the complainant that her husband Shri Vinod Mittal (hereinafter referred to as the patient) who was operated upon on 15th September, 2003 for a hole in the intestine by the Respondent, developed septicemia as a consequence of surgery which eventually lead to his demise on 28th September, 2003 at Indraprastha Apollo Hospital.  

Contd…

( 2 )

Following are the findings of the Delhi Medical Council :-

(a) Late Shri Vinod Mittal was admitted at Lotus Hospital on 15.9.2003 at 5.00 AM with complaint of pain in abdomen and fever since seven days.  The respondent diagnosed it to be a case of Enteric fever with intestinal perforation.

(b) Exploratory Laparotomy was performed on 15.9.2003 by the Respondent as the USG abdomen showed free fluid in the peritoneal cavity, under G.A., after taking the written consent of the patient’s relatives.

(c) On 16.9.2003, the patient complained of restlessness, difficulty in breathing and abdominal pain.  He was examined by Dr. S.K. Tyagi (a physician) who opined that the patient had developed reactionary pleural effusion.  It was decided by respondent in consultation with Dr. S.K. Tyagi that since the patient showed signs of persistent tachycardia, Infective Myocarditis and septicemia, the patient needed to be shifted to a higher centre with I.C.U. and ventilator facilities, as the same were not available at Lotus Hospital.  

(d) The patient was admitted at Indraprastha Apollo Hospital on 18.9.2003 at 1.52 AM with hypotension and tachycardia (at with fast VR), the initial diagnose was peritonitis-ileal perforation, septicemia leading to ARDS, toxic myocarditis.  During his hospitalization at Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, the patient remained critical, hypoxic, hypotensive and eventually developed bradycardia, which led to cardiac arrest.  Late Vinod Mittal was declared dead at 6.45 AM on 28th September, 2003, the cause of death being Ileal perforation, Septicemia with multiple organ failure. 

(e) It has been alleged by the complainant that the patient’s relatives were never informed about the respondent about the seriousness of the condition of the patient, which the respondent refuted maintaining that all along he discussed the condition of the patient with the relatives.  Their varied stands could not be reconciled.
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In light of the findings made hereinabove, it is the decision of Delhi Medical Council.

(i) That the ailment - perforation due to Enteric fever with which the patient was suffering from, has a poor prognosis and a high mortality rate.

(ii) The Exploratory laparotomy performed by the respondent was in accordance with the accepted professional practice in such cases, as the CT Scan subsequently done at Apollo Hospital did not show any intra-abdominal collection.

(iii) The death of late Vinod Mittal cannot be attributed to any act of negligence on the part of Dr. Ajay Gupta.

(iv) It is, however, observed that a prudent and responsible doctor must take the patient/patient’s relatives into confidence as to the condition/prognosis of the patient, conscientious effort should be made by the doctor in this regard.  

Complaint stands disposed.

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Smt. Rita Mittal, WZ-468/G, M.S. Block, Hari Nagar, New Delhi – 110 064

2) Dr. Ajay Gupta, Lotus Hospital, WZ-409/A, Janak Park, Hari Nagar, New Delhi – 110 064.

3) Medical Council of India, Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road (Opp. Mata Sundari College for Women), New Delhi – 110 002.  With reference to letter No. MCI-211(2)(282)/2003-Ethical./11072 dated 2nd December, 2003. 
4) Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110 032. With reference to letter No. F.23/39/03/DHS/NH/45104 dated 12th December, 2003.
(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary

